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Dole endorses GATT accord 

— Republican Senate leader Bob Dole 
said Wednesday he would endorse the GATT world trade 
agreement and urged all his Senate colleagues to ensure it would 
be passed by a large margin next week. There should be a big. big 
vote, not a narrow vote, but a big margin, a bipartisan margin.* 
Mr. Dole said in an appearance with President Bill Clinton in the 
I White House Rose Garden. "I have agreed with the president that 
we have fixed this as much as we can.” Mr. Dole said. Tr may not 
be perfect, but it answers a lot of the concerns” raised by Mr. Dole 
and others, notably that the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade pad would infringe U.S. sovereignty. Mr. Dole said he 
would be sending a personal letter to each of his Republican 
colleagues in the Senate, urging them to vote overwhelmingly for 
.the agreement when it is put before them next week. Mr. Clinton 
. said, “an understanding has been reached with Senator Dole” to 
reaffirm U.S. sovereignty once die pad takes effect and that the 
,1- new World Trade Organisation “will be accountable and fair.” 
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Crown Prince holds talks in Brussels 

■- 

3RUSSELS (Peira) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson 
on Wednesday met with Belgian Prime Minister Jcan-Luc Dc- 
hiwnc and discussed with him bilateral rclulions and issues o! 
common interest. Prince IhLssttu. whoarrixeil in Bclsium coriierin 
the day. also discussed with Mr. Dehnenc Europe's future role jn 
the region. The Crown Prince and the Belgian premier also 
reviewed the significance of the Middle Eusi economic develop- 
ment conference which will he hoslcd bv Amman in the first half of 
1995. Mr. Dchacnc commended Jordan's Lev role in the pence 
process and the efforts of IBs Majesty King Hussein and Prince 
Hassao in that regard, commending the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty and describing it as a real step towards achieving compre- 
hensive peace in the region. He also voiced iris country s support 
for Jordan and his Bowenunent's desire to boost cooperation with 
the Kingdom in all fields. Prince Hassan arrived in Brussels from 
London after delivering a lecture at Oxford University (see page 
7). 
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Gulf states 


ready to 
'normalise 
Iraq ties 

BAHRAIN (AP) — The 
Gulf Cocvperation Council 
..(GCO states are ready to 
normalise relations with Iraq 
■once it 'complies with all U.N. 
■. Security Council demands, 
•.'Saudi f Arabia’s foreign minis- 
. try sjaid Wednesday. 

- . Asked if that was possible 
evejji if Saddam Hussein re- 

■ mtjiins in power. Prince Saud 
I A’i Faisal told reporters at the 

Cjid of a two-day GCC fore- 
ign ministers meeting that 
> ^resident Saddam's position 
■ an “internal affair" of 
■.tbe Iraqi nation. 

• He blamed Baghdad for 
the rift by invading Kuwait in 

; August 1990 and noted that 

■ ,‘tfherer are international re- 
solutions meant to restore 

, stability and provide assur- 
rances to the regional states 
Npnd the world" against 
, aggression. 

-!_ Prince Saud and the fore- 
ign ministers of the United 
Arab Emirates, Kuwait. 
| ah rain. Qatar and Oman 
let to prepare the agenda for 
|e annual three-day GCC 
1-summit in Bahrain Dec. 19. 
It will endorse joint poli- 
cies for the 14-year-old 
' alliance on foreign and de- 
„ fence affairs and steps to- 
7 -wards forging a regional com- 

- mon market, a goal the Gulf 

* states have long been unable 

' <p attain. 

1 • , 

Conference sources, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the issue of 
Iraq dominated one 2 -Vi- 
hour session by the six minis- 
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Qatar has broken ranks 
with GCC efforts, led by 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwaiti, to 
keep Iraq isolated. The; emi- 
rate, which has been taking 
an increasingly independent 
line lately, advocate restoring 
relations with Baghdad.- 
Qatar's foreign minister. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem 
Al Thani, pressed the GCC 
to follow the emirate’s lead 
during the gathering, confer- 
ence sources said, and urged 
at least some opening up to 
Iraq. 

1 But, the sources noted, the 
Saudis and Kuwaitis argued 
against Qatar's move and 
apparently blocked any com- 
mon move towards resuming 
Jinks with Iraq. 

;5heikh Hamad quipped 
during a brief photo session 
at the end of the confernece, 
as he chatted with the Omani 
and Saudi ministers seated 
around the huge round table 
iq a hotel ballroom: "This 
table is surely too large for 
those of us here was possibly 
made to include more? 
perhaps Iraq?" 

The conference received a 
message from Russian Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev, 
affirming Moscow's support 
for security and stability in 
the Gulf. 

Moscow, making new 
efforts to regain influence in 
the' Gulf and the Arab 
World, is working on an in- 
itiative at the U.N. Security 
^Council to lift the trade 
embargo imposed on Iraq in 
August 1990. 

As a result of the Russian 
efforts. Iraq recognised 
Kuwait’s sovereignty Nov. 
IK one of the key U.N. 
demands for ending the 
boycott. 

The GCC countries have 
welcomed that as “a step in 
the right direction," Prince 
■Saud noted. “But it will not 
be' completed until all (U.N. 
demands) are implemented." 

-However, Prince Saud and 
Bahrain's Foreign Minister, 
SKeikh Mohammad Ben 
Mubarak Al Khalifa stressed 
to reporters that there was 
“rib gap” in the GCC states’ 
positions on Iraq. 

“There is collective keen- 
ness to see an end to the 
catastrophe which Iraq 
ca'iised by occupying 
Kuwait," Prince Saud said. 

'(Continued on page 7) 



Menem : Israel ready 
for full Golan pullout 

‘Peres’ message to Assad expresses 
willingness for complete withdrawal 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres has said in a mes- 
sage to Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad that his 
country was prepared to 
withdraw fully from the 
Golan, Argentine President 
Carlos Menem said Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Menem told a press 
conference that he delivered 
the message to the Syrian 
leader, after having met Mr. 
Peres on the sidelines of the 
U.N. General Assembly in 
New York. 

The Golan Heights, which 
Israel seized in 1967 and 
“annexed" 14 years later, 
would soon return to Syria, 
he predicted. 

The timetable and extent 
of an Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan have been among 
the main stumbling blocks in 
contacts between the two 
countries since the Middle 
East peace process was laun- 
ched in October 1991. 

•Syria insists on a total pull- 
out in return for peace, while 
Israel has so far proposed a 
phased withdrawal over five 
years without specifying its 


scope. 

"Peres gave me a message 
to President Hafez Al Assad 
expressing Israel's readiness 
to withdraw fully from the 
Golan for the sake of prom- 
oting peace in the region." 
Mr. Menem told the news 
conference. 

“There is no doubt that 
peace in the region would be 
achieved very" soon, more 
soon than you imagine. The 
Golan would be returned to 
its owners." Mr. Menem said 
through an interpreter. 

On Tuesday, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin has 
ruled out making any new 
confidence-building offers to 
Syria after it snubbed propos- 
als aimed at easing the way 
towards peace. 

He told Israeli journalists 
in Washington on Tuesday 
after talks with U.S. leaders: 
"Everything we suggested to 
the Syrians to instill confi- 
dence was refused, and we 
will not be making any other 
bid in this direction. 

"I think President Hafez 
Al Assad wants peace but I 
am not sure it's the peace we 


ants pc; 
it's the 

want and that Israel can pay 


Che price being asked." 

Damascus had rejected 
proposals for a meeting be- 
tween Syrian officials and the 
families of six soldiers mis- 
sing since the 1980s in Leba- 
non, where Syria is the main 
foreign power broker. 

It had also refused a sug- 
gestion that Israeli journalists 
should meet their Syrian 
counterparts in Damascus, 
added Mr. Rabin, who met 
President Bill Clinton at the 
White House on Monday. 

“Syria is not doing us a 
favour by negotiating peace 
with us. It has to understand 
that if it really wants peace 
then it will have to make a iot 
of gestures to convince Israeli 
opinion of its peaceful inten- 
tions," the Israeli premier 
said. 

His mood was in stark con- 
trast to the upbeat announce- 
ment of “progress” by Mr. 
Clinton after talks in Damas- 
cus with Mr. Assad on Oct. 
27. 

But on Tuesday a U.S. 
official said the time was not 
ripe for open negotiations be- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Fateh puts up shows of strength 
in support of Arafat in Jericho 


JERICHO (Agencies) — 
Around 6,000 Palestinians 
staged another show of sup- 
port Wednesday for Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat with their guns and 
pledges to win East Jeru- 
salem, five days after the 
Gaza City killings. 

Palestinians from across 
the occupied West Bank were 
bussed to the ally called by 
Mr. Arafat's Fateh faction in 
the self-rule enclave of 
Jericho. 

“With you Arafat we will 
go as far as Jerusalem," 
shouted the crowds. “Young 
and old, all with the PLO," 
was another slogan from the 
crowd, gathered in the rain. 

Dozens of Fateh Hawks 
and Black Panthers, Mr. 
Arafat's armed supporters, 
fired rounds in the air with 
their Kalashnikov assault 
rifles. 

“Thanks to the weapons of 
tbe Hawks and the Panthers, 
we will protect our national 
cause," Maiwan Barghouti, 
Fateh secretary general on 
the West Bank, told the 
crowd. 

Similar rallies were staged 
by Fateh in Gaza City and the 
West Bank town of Tulkarm 
on Monday. Around 15,000 
people turned up for the 
Gaza rally. 

They followed last Friday’s 


clashes between Mr. Arafat's 
police and Islamic fun- 
damentalists that left 16 dead 
and 200 wounded in the worst 
violence since the launch of 
self-rule in May. 

Mr. Arafat has been trying 
to regain tbe initiative after 
the clashes which raised tbe 
spectre of a Palestinian civil 
war. 

Meanwhile a poll pub- 
lished in the occupied West 
Bank said Mr. Arafat would 
win an election for leader of a 
Palestinian self-rule council 
with 44 per cent of the vote. 

But the survey showed that 
his main rival Hamas had 
seen its overall popularity 
leap in the past two months 
from 10 to 17 per cent. 

A majority of the more 
than 1 ,000 Palestinians ques- 
tioned last week also said 
they backed armed attacks on 
Israeli targets and 72 per cent 
did not believe the Jewish 
state was serious about 
peace. 

While participants in the 
Jericho rally cheered Mr. 
Arafat and spoke of the unity 
of the Palestinian people, 
some Hamas supporters re- 
mained on the sidelines and 
criticised them. 

Said Samir Jawhar, 29, a 
member of Jericho’s munici- 
pality representing Hamas: 
“The time for this rally is 
very bad after the clash in 
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King, Queen leave for U.K. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor left Am- 
man on Wednesday on a 
several-day private visit to 
the United Kingdom. 

Accompanied by Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince 
Tala! Ben Mohammad, the 


King's military secretary, 
and Princess Ghida. the 
King and Queen were seen 
off by His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad and 
other members of the 
Royal family. 

Also present at the air- 
port to see them off were 


Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. speakers of 
Parliament and senior offi- 
cials and high-ranking army 
officers as well as the Brit- 
ish ambassador to. Jordan. 

Prince Mohammad was 
sworn in as Regent during 
the King's absence 


TCC to be privatised; 
process to start next year 


Gaza.” 

Hamas opposes the PLO 
peace deal with the Jewish 
state. 

Israel on Wednesday hand- 
ed over S8.5 million m taxes 
due to the cash-strapped 
Palestinian Authority, the fi- 
nance ministry said. 

“These funds were raised 
through taxes on imports for 
Palestinians in the auton- 
omous areas, mainly fuel, 
and have been handed over 
in line with the economic 
accords signed with the PLO 
in April in Paris, finance 
Minister Avraham Shohat 
said. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin held talks with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton in 
Washington on Monday 
when he called on the donor 
countries to fulfill their 
pledges of aid to the author- 
ity. 

Terje Larsen, U.N. special 
coordinator in the territories, 
said Tuesday that only $140 
million of die $700 million 
pledged to bade self-rule in 
1994 had so far been contri- 
buted. 

He has warned that living 
standards for Palestinians in 
Gaza had dropped by half 
since the September 1993 de- 
claration of principles on 
autonomy, saying poverty 

(Continued on page 12) 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government said Wednesday 
that Jordan's coming bartie 
will be economic in nature 
and said the Kingdom has 
made plans to privatise the 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC) to help the 
Kingdom, deal with the eco- 
nomic challenges. 

The announcement was 
made by Minister of Post and 
Communications Hashem 
Dabbas during a visit by 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali to the ministry to dis- 
cuss future plans. 

As of June of next year, 
the ministry will launch the 
process of privatising the 
TCC. said the minister at the 
meeting attended by the TCC 
director and senior assistants. 

The transformation, the 
minister said, will benefit the 
Kingdom and boost telecom- 
munications services which 
.would be needed at a larger 
level in the peace era and 
would be expected to meet 
the requirements of the new 
challenges of peace. 

Dr. Dabbas said Jordan 
aspires to serve as a com- 
munications centre at the re- 
gional and international 
levels. 

The prime minister stres- 
sed that the challenge for 
Jordan would be an economic 
harrle in which communica- 
tions and the supply of in- 
formation would play a key 
role. 

Referring to the peace era 
Dr. Majali said that there are 
no losers us a result of peace, 
noting that the gains could 
come sooner or later. 

“For Jordan peace has en- 
sured the return of its land 
and water, and enhanced 


security and stability while 
Israel's main gain is the fact 
that it has been recognised as 
part of the Middle East." the 
prime minister said. 

Referring to normalisation 
of cultural ties with Israel. 
Df. Mrtjdli said that the Arab 
culture was deep-rooted and 
is not afraid of any "cultural 
invasion." ■ ■ 

“Ours is a culture emanat- 
ing from the Arab and Isla- 
mic heritage and is not fragile 
that could collapse in the face 
of interaction with other cul- 
tures." he said. 

Stressing that Jordan has 


always been an advocate of 
peace. Dr. Majali said the 
Kingdom had great potentials 
that" should help it to develop 
before others would impose 
change on the country. 

Dr. Dabbas outlined the 
ministry's accomplishments 
and programmes to develop 
the postal services.. 

Hashem Oudah. the minis- 
try's secretary general, 
briefed the meecing on plans 
for opening new posr offices. 
Express mail and facsimile 
services would be installed at 
various post offices in Jor- 
dan. he said. 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali and Pests and Com- 
raunkations Minister Hashem Dabbas address . a meeting 
at tbe Ministry of Posts and Communications on Wednesday 
(Petra photo) ... 


Panels to 
implement 
treaty of 
peace 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government on Wednesday 
announced the formation of 
four committees entrusted 
with the task of following up 
the implementation of the 
provisions of the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty signed last 
month. 

The first is the Jordanian 
Consultative Steering Com- 
mittee, which is chaired by 
Dr. Jawad Al Anani, and 
includes: Dr. Hani Al Mulki. 
Dr. Abdullah Touqan, 
Ambassador Awn Khasaw- 
neh. Dr. Munther Haddadin 
and Dr. Marwan Muasher. 

The second is the commit- 
tee that represents Jordan at 
the joint Jordanian-Israeli 
committee for the imple- 
mentation of the peace trea- 
ty. It is chaired by Dr. Mulki 
and includes: Dr. Ibrahim 
Badran. the secretaries- 
generai of the ministries of 
industry and trade, interior, 
water and irrigation and plan-, 
ning, Jordan's ambassador to 
Israel, the assistant chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for 
intelligence and the economic 
secretary at the Prime Minis- 
ay. 

The third committee is the 
committee to follow up the 
implementation of the peace 
treaty, which is chaired by 
Dr. Mulki. 

It includes the secretaries- 
general of the ministries of 
municipal and rural affairs, 
energy and mineral re- 
sources, agriculture, industry 
and trade, foreign affairs, in- 
terior, finance, planning, wa- 
ter and irrigation. Tourism 
and justice, the Aqaba Re- 
gion Authority president, the 
director general of the Jorda- 
nian Ports Corporation, the 
Centra! Bank governor, the 
director general of the Tele- 
communications Corpora- 
tion, the assistant chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for 
intelligence and the economic 
secretary at the Prime Minis- 
try. 

The fourth committee is 
the committee for following 
up on matters related to the 
implementation of projects in 
the Jordan Rift Valley and is 
chaired by Dr. Haddadin. 

The .committee includes 
the secret aries-gencral of the 
ministries of industry and 
trade, agriculture and plan- 
ning, the head of the Jordan 
Valley Authority, the direc- 
tor general of the Jordan 
Ports Corporation, the Jor- 
dan Electricity Authority and 
the director of the special 
office at the Ministry of Fore- 
ign Affairs. 

Jordanian and Israeli 
teams entrusted with discus- 
sing cooperation in transport 
affairs Wednesday completed 
their second session of talks 
at Aqaba. 

Dr. Dureid Mahasneh, 
director of the Jordan Ports 

(Continued on page 12) 


Fateh activists bury differences to counter Hamas 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Fateh, the largest Palesti- 
nian faction under the PLO 
umbrella and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat’s 
power base, held an 
emergency meeting in 
Gaza last night to unify its 
ranks against the challenge 
posed by tbe Islamic Re- 
si stance Movement, 
Hamas, and the Islamic 
Jihad organisation. 

The meeting, chaired by 
Mr. Arafat, was the first of 
its kind since setting up the 
Palestine National Author- 
ity (PNA) last July. It was 
attended by the Higher 
Fateh Committees in the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip and Fateh Central 
Committee members who 
had gone back to the 
autonomous areas of 
Jericho and Gaza. 

According to a member 
of the West Bank Higher 
Committee. Ahmad Al 


Deek, the meeting aimed 
at drawing a plan to sup- 
port the PNA, which is 
headed by Mr. Arafat, 
against threats by Hamas 
and to unify the move- 
ment's organisations. 

Fateh leaders seemed to 
have decided to shelve 
their organisational differ- 
ences to prevent Hamas 
from using the potential 
power vacuum, caused by 
Fateh internal splits and 
differences, to lead the 
Palestinians. 

If tbe meeting decides 
(results of the meeting 
were not known by the 
time of writing last night) 
to join hands with the PNA 
and place the Fateh orga- 
nisations in its service, as is 
expected, then it could end 
the internal Fateh debate 
on whether to maintain an 
independent revolutionary 
platform or totally sub- 
merge in the authority. 

“Let us face it, whether 


we like it or not, Fateh is 
the party that has signed 
the agreements with Israel 
and formed the PNA... 
Thus even if we have differ- 
ences we cannot allow the 
PNA to collapse because it 
means the collapse of 
Fateh," said another West 
Bank Fateh leader before 
leaving for the Gaza meet- 
ing yesterday. 

The * apparent shift in 
many Fateh officials’ atti- 
tude to give priority to pro- 
tecting the PNA rather 
than building a more inde- 
pendent Fateh was trig- 
gered by last Friday’s 
bloodshed in Gaza in which 
many those killed were 
members of the movement. 

For even though most 
Fateh officials contacted 
were very critical of the 
way the PNA has handled 
the Islamist -protest, they 
reject “armed protests by 
Hamas that they see as a 
direct challenge to Fateh." 


“We cannot allow 
Hamas or anybody to start 
shooting at the Palestinian 
police... After all these are 
. Palestinian fighters who de- 
fended the Palestinians in 
Beirut or spent years in 
Israeli jails,” said one 
Fateh official from Gaza. 

ANALYSIS 

When asked if Fateh 
agreed with the way the 
police handled the demon- 
stration on Friday, most 
Fateh officials said they 
were going to convey their 
opinions to Mr. Arafat 
though they were not going 
to accept an armed opposi- 
tion to the PNA. 

At least 12 Palestinians, 
including one policeman 
were killed last Friday, 
when Palestinian police 
opened fire at a march 
organised by Hamas and 
the Islamic Jihad. 


As it appears the Friday 
bloodshed played a major 
role in prompting Fateh to 
bury its internal differences 
that raged on the eve of the 
carnage. 

The Fateh organisations 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip were struggling to 
prevent splits in the move- 
ment which was already 
torn over the role of the 
movement in the interim 
autonomy period and were 
struggling, to prevent se- 
rious splits. 

While some leaders wc re- 
pressing to transform tbe 
movement into a political 
party, others, mostly for- 
mer fighters and younger 
members, wanted to main- 
tain the revolutionary plat- 
form independent from the 
PNA. 

Many local Fateh leaders 
were particularly resentful 
of any attempt to absorb 
Fateh -into the PNA, but 
were also angered by Mr. 


Arafat's neglect of the 
Fateh organisations. 

Consequently, when 
Arafat sought Fateh’s. help 
on - Sunday to counter 
Hamas and the Islamic 
Jihad, the local leaders saw 
in that a golden opportun- 
ity to unify and reactivate 
the movement. 

Apparently a deal was in 
the making between Arafat 
and the Fateh local leaders, 
particularly in Gaza. The 
local leaders, mostly young 
men who led rebellious 
Gaza throughout the intifa- 
da, were willing to rally 
behind the PNA in return 
for Mr. Arafat's willingness 
to accept political and orga- 
nisational reforms within 
the Fateh movement and 
the PNA departments. 

The reforms demanded 
by the local leaders in- 
cluded demands to stop 
political appointments and 
appeasement of “suspi- 
cious elements" (collabora- 


tors with ^Israel), unifying 
the security forces, and re- 
habilitating former prison- 
er and fighters who without 
professional qualifications 
find themselves jobless. 

Mr. Arafat is said to have 
agreed to tbe demands, in 
principle, in exchange of a 
pledge that Fateh mobilise 
all of its members to pro- 
tect the PNA. 

Mr. Arafat, with the 
agreement of local Fateh 
leaders, has ordered that 
the Fateh Hawks, the 
armed wing of the move- 
ment, become part of the 
Palestinian police force. 

Many former Fateh 
Hawks, mostly young men 
in their late teens and mid 
twenties, had joined foe 
Palestinian preventive 
security. But according to a 
new decision, all Fateh 
Hawks, have the same 
rights and authority of the 


(Coottnoed oa page 7) 
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Demands mount for 
dismantling settlements 


HETZARIM (AP) — Israeli 
soldiers guarding this Jewish 
settlement took cover behind 
sandbags and cinder blocks 
Monday, their fingers on the 
trigger and their M-16 assault 
rifles tracking each passing 
Palestinian cat. 

Four comrades were killed 
by Islamic militants in the last 
10 days and soldiers expect 
the next attack any minute. 
“You never know where it 
will come from," said one 
jittery paratrooper. 

Netzarim, an enclave of 31 
families isolated deep within 
the Palestinian self-rule 
areas, is becoming the test 
case of the government's 
policy on Jewish settlements. 

There are growing calls 
within Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin's government to 
dismantle Netzarim. Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres on 
Monday called it a thorn that 
needs to be extracted. 

Jewish settler leaders 
rushed to the aid of the be- 
leaguered settlement, saying 
they would take turns living 
there and threatened large- 
scale resistance against any 
evacuation. 

For now, Mr. Rabin stands 
firm that he will not uproot 
settlements during the five- 
year intterim period of 
Palestinian autonomy, fear- 
ing a precedent that could 
weaken Israel's negotiating 
position in final status talks. 

Even Mr. Peres conceded 
that the government should 
hold off on evacuating the 
settlers so it would not 
appear it was surrendering to 
attacks. “I don’t think this is 
the time for a declaration," 
Mr. Peres told a parliamen- 
tary committee. 

At Netzarim, a compound 
of mobile homes and garden 
cottages sitting on sand dunes 
and ringed by barbed wire, 
settlers were digging in Mon- 
day. They said they were 


being unfairly blamed for the 
soldiers’ deaths. 

“In every place, there are, 

attacks, also in Tel Aviv and* 
Jerusalem." said Bracha Nis- 
san, a 29-year-old kidergar- 
ten teacher and mother of 
five. “Should we leave there 
as well?” 

“This is not just a war over 
Netzarim. I believe this is my 
place. It's the Biblical land of 
Israel, the same way Tel Aviv 
is,”<she said, speaking in her 
kidergarten boused in a trail- 
er. 

Mrs. Nissan said she prays 
over her children every 
morning before they leave in 
an armoured bus, accompa- 
nied by jeeps, for school in 
Israel. “God will help us," 
she added. 

The settlers council, which 
represents 144 settlements in 
the West Bank and Gaza, 
was alarmed by the top-level 
talk about evacuation. It 
announced that prominent 
settlers would take turns liv- 
ing at Netzarim, along with 
rabbis and members of par- 
liament, and threatened mass 
unarmed resistance if Netzar- 
im were to be dismantled. 

Mr. Rabin does not want a 
street confrontation now be- 
tween soldiers and settlers, 
fearing public outcry could 
further erode support for the 
autonomy accord. Opinion 
polls show the publtc ’about 
evenly divided in evacuation. 

The future of the settle- 
ments is to be discussed when 
Israel and the Palestinians 
begin talks on the final status 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
in 1996. 

But during the past two 
weeks the issue moved to die 
top of the public agenda be- 
cause of the violence around 
the Israeli checkpoint on the 
road leading to the settle- 
ment. 

For Palestinians it is a nag- 
ging reminder of what they 


Ethiopia says 11,200 
flee Somalia fighting 


see as continuing occupation 
that the agreement failed to 
remove and Islamic militants 
threaten repeatedly to hit at 
settlers and soldiers. Netzar- 
im sits on the outskirts of 
Gaza City, kilometres from 
any other Jewish outposts. 

On Nov. 11, an Islamic 
suicide bicyclist set off explo- 
sives at die Netzarim junc- 
tion, killing three officers of 
an elite para troop unit. On 
Saturday, hundreds of Mus- 
lim militants, angered by a 
bloody Palestinian police 
crackdown the day before, 
stoned soldiers at the post 
who withdrew, but killed a 
17-year-old Palestinian when 
they opened fire. Later that 
day, a soldier was killed in a 
drive-by shooting. 

The father of the latest 
26-year-old victim appeared 
on Israel Television Monday, 
his shirt ripped open in 
mourning. “My son died for 
nothing.” Eli Dadon said. 

Ahmad Tibi, a top aide of 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat warned that more 
bloodshed was inevitable un- 
less the settlers were pulled 
out. 

“How much more blood 
needs to be spilled near Net- 
zarim until someone in the 
top ranks of the government 
takes a courageous deci- 
sion?" Dt. Tibi said. 

Soldiers complained Mon- 
day that they were sitting 
ducks, unable to defend 
themselves because of the in- 
tricacies of the autonomy 
accord. 

They said their orders are 
to shoot only if an assailant 
fires first. Palestinian police 
are supposed to search Arab 
drivers before they reach the 
intersection, but the Israelis 
said they were not.” 

"We feel helpless here,” a 
reserve paratrooper, Yitzhak 
Kopch, told Israel radio. 

S. Arabia 

considers 





Mohammad F-ssiimani (left), member of the rian Revolutionary Front, during the confer* 
Movement Algerie Islamiqne Contemporaine, ence on the fundamentalist violence wracking 
embraces Abbas Aroua, member of the Alge- the country (AFP photo) 

Jewish group supports Arafat 

LOS ANGELES (R) — issued by the Wiesenthal cen- Middle East actively, 1 have 
Palestine liberation Orga- tre, a Jewish human rights encountered a lot of violence 
nisation (PLO) Chairman organisation named after the and a lot of hate. I’ve met 
Yasser Arafat embodies the famous Nazi hunter. with Jewish extremists... I’ve 

best hope of success for the estimated 10.000 sup- 

M !? d L e SiL ^ .Wf® porters of Mr. Arafat mar- o S / n Beirut and the 

Vt in^ die Ba1h a d a adr M?: £= 

a repen issued on 

Wiesenthal Centre said. M “““ m ° f Tolerance. 

aid Sarnie -But the vie»s of radical 
Ttlnnwi™. -in.-. ii_ h militants engaged in bloody Islam as expressed by these 

« £ J » 0 H" 

Mr. Arafat or not. he is the Mr- Timmerman's report cJ??.. 5 ' bas " °" f ?' 
onlv game around, and ev- said classical anti-Semitism Semitic documents, include 

ervthine should be done to was at the core of the rising complete opposition to peace 
enhance his stature among influence of violent groups titties between Israel and 
his people, not diminish it.” such as Hamas and Islamic rl ?e PLO and a devotion to 

In addition to being chair- Jihad. 3 mea ™ i f “A*" 

man of the PLO. Mr. Arafat Amons those interviewed e peace process, Mr. 

is head of the Palestinian by Mr.“ Timmerman was *«nmennan said. 

National Authority (PNA) in Hamas guerrilla Hisham He pointed to 3 clause in 
Gaza. Hamad, who six days after the Hamas charter that ac- 

In compiling the report, speaking with the writer cuses Jews of "gaining con- 
which centred on hardline strapped explosives to his trol of the international 
groups. Mr. Timmerman body and rode a bicycle into media.” causing both world 
conducted interviews in an Israeli checkpoint, killing ware and even the French and 
Damascus. Amman and himself and three soldiers. Russian revolutions as an ex- 
Gaza. He is the author of *Tn the 12 years or more ample of the philosophies at 
several reports previously than I've been covering the the root of Islamic "hatred”. 


Middle East actively, 1 have 
encountered a lot of violence 
and a lot of hate. I've met 
with Jewish extremists... I’ve 
met with Palestinian guerril- 
las in Beirut and Tripoli, the 
Bekaa Valley. Damascus. 
Baghdad," Mr. Timmerman 
said at a press conference at 
the Wiesenthal centre's 
Museum of Tolerance. 

“But the views of radical 
Islam as expressed by these 
leaders is in a class by itself.” 

The views, based on anti- 
Semitic documents, include 
complete opposition to peace 
treaties between Israel and 
the PLO and a devotion to 
violence as a means of sabo- 
taging the peace process, Mr. 
Timmerman said. 

He pointed to 3 clause in 
the Hamas charter that ac- 
cuses Jews of "gaining con- 
trol of the international 
media.” causing both world 
ware and even the French and 
Russian revolutions as an ex- 
ample of the philosophies at 
the root of Islamic "hatred”. 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
Ethiopia said on Tuesday 
1 1 .200 refugees had fled 
fighting in the self-declared 
republic of . Somaliland ..in. 
northwestern-- Somalia and 
more were on their way. 

But aid officials in Somalia 
said they were wary of official 
estimates of refugee numbers 
and reported the Somaliland 
capital of Hargeisa was large- 
ly quiet since clashes ended 
on Sunday. 

"Over 11,200... refugees 
from Hargeisa crossed into 
Ethiopia on Saturday, Sun- 
day and Monday,” said 
Abraham Haile Michael, 
head of the Ethiopian gov- 
ernment's refugee agency. 

"They are mostly women 
and children from Hargeisa. 
They are very delicate and 
need emergency assistance 
before they become victims 
of starvation,” Mr. Abraham 
told Reuters. 

"Those who have already 
crossed into Ethiopia have no 
shelter and live in open 
fields. There is a heavy down- 
pour (of rain) and the climate 
in the region is very hostile,” 
he added. 

He said information re- 
ceived from the refugees indi- 
cated that more refugees 
were heading towards 
Ethiopia from Hargeisa. 

Aid workers said a large 
number of refugees had cros- 
sed into Ethiopia but were 
sceptical of the government's 
figures. 

The fighting or bad weath- 
er were apparently responsi- 
ble for knocking out all satel- 
lite telephone and radio links 
with President Mohammad 


Ibrahim Egal and his separat- 
ist administration in 
Hargeisa. 

Helen Smith of the British 
aid,, agency*. OxfatLin . the. 
Somali eapnal Mogadishu 
told Reuters a Somali Oxfam 
employee in Hargeisa re- 
ported by radio tbe town had 
been calm since Sunday. 

She quoted him as saying 
that Mr. Egal's forces were 
firmly in control of most of 
the town except for an east- 
ern suburb. 

The U.N. Children's Fund 
sent a planeload of supplies 
on Tuesday from Mogadishu 
to Bourama, west of 
Hargeisa, and aid agencies 
planned exploratory missions 
to Somaliland on Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Egal told Reuters last 
Thursday his forces had 
crushed most of the rebel 
militiamen who raided the 
town two days before and 
more than 30 people had 
been killed and 100 wounded 
in the violence. 

He said Hageisa was calm 
but some of the “terrorists" 
from the Ida Gale clan were 
hiding inside the town but 
there was no fight left in them 
and his men would mop them 
up within days. 

About a quarter of 
Hargeisa’s population is Ida 
Gale, allied with the region's 
former ruler Abdurahman 
Ahmad Ali — known as 
"Tur" (hunchback) — who 
holds the Somaliland port of 
Berbera. 

Somaliland, a former Brit- 
ish colony, merged with the 
rest of Somalia at independ- 
ence in 1960. 


draft 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia, short of the necessary 
'-manpower- for its ambitious - 
‘’defence-programme, is -con^ 
sidering' the. introduction ‘of 
compulsory military service, 
diplomats in the kingdom 
said on Wednesday. 

They said the proposal has 
come in a draft of the coun- 
try's new five-year develop- 
ment plan due to come into 
effect in January 1995 and 
which has yet to be approved 
by King Fahd. 

Saudi Arabia, with a popu- 
lation of 17 million, of whom 
four million are foreigners, 
has embarked on a massive 
S10 billion programme to 
beef up its defence . 

Deep doubts about Iraq's 
intentions despite its defeat 
after the 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait and suspicions of tbe 
radical Islamic rulers of non- 
Arab Iran across the Gulf are 
among reasons given by di- 
plomats for tbe Saudi arms 
buildup. 

But military experts have 
in the past wondered if the 
country had manpower to 
handle the sophisticated 
arms it is importing. 

The London-based Inter- 
national Institute for 
Strategic Studies put Saudi 
Arabia's active armed forces 
at 158,000 men, both in tbe 
regular army and the royal- 
led National Guard. 

A 1992 census put the 
number of Saudi males in the 
13-17 age-g?oup. likely candi- 
dates for compulsory military 
service over tbe next five 
years, at 556,500. 


UNESCO fears for pyramids 

I pruvai, 

Kuwait MPs seek campus segregation 


NEWS IN BRIE 


International jurists condemn Gaza polk$ 1 

GENEVA (AFP) — The International Commission ofl 
Jurists Tuesday condemned the use of lethal wea P^ bj | 
Palestinian police in the Gaza Strip in clashes m which)* 
people died and 200 were wounded. In a communique^ 
commission — one of the major international human njgjfc 
croups — said it "condemned the shooting of demoosiruj^ 
with lethal firearms.” Even when demonstrators thgg 
stones at security forces, the practice in countries #«j||| 
that it is neither necessary nor permissible to ustfglgH 
weapons against them. All (police) violence 
self-defence must be necessary and proportionate gafB j 
violence or threat of violence. 

Kuwait to lend Zimbabwe $11. 63m for rosifm 

HARARE (R) — Kuwait will lend Zimbabwe Sli jfl 
million to upgrade its roads under a draft loan agreement 
finalised and initialled by the two countries recentiv. 
Zimbabwe said on Tuesday. A government statement saaj 
Kuwait would provide Zimbabwe with the soft loan under* I 
its fund for Arab Economic Development if its board 
approved the loan. The loan curries a three per cen£ 
interest rate and would be repaid over 2D years with a graces 
period of four years. It would be the sixth provided to 
Zimbabwe by the fund, which has given the southern 
African state $83.75 million in soft loans since 1981 to 
finance projects in sectors such as transport, agriculture, 
and water. 

Bomb thrown at home of German diplomat ; : 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A fire bomb was thrown at the door! 
of a German diplomat's home Tuesday, but caused no' 
damage or injuries, Israel radio said. Police said they .were 1 
looking for the assailant and were investigating the rootiy^. 
behind the attack at the diplomat’s home in Heizliya, a 
town north of Tel Aviv, Israel Radio said. Army radio sakr 
the diplomat, who was not identified, put the fire xn^ 
himself. German embassy officials were not immediate 
available for comment. 

Sudan denies charges of human rights abuses? 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — The government of Sudan Tues- 
day rejected charges by the United Nations that it engaggtf 
in widescale human rights abuses, including systematic 
torture and extrajudicial executions. Foreign Minister 
Hussein Abu Saleh said the report, prepared by UN. 
special rapporteur Gaspar Biro, was based nn false 
information supplied by the opposition. “Biro's report. & 
contrary to reality,” he told a press conference. The study 
released last week said both the government, whiefc! 
controls the north of the country, and Sudanese rebels fir 
the south weTe responsible for human rights abuses.* 
Besides torture and executions, it cited widescale arbitrary’ 
arrests of people suspected of opposing the regime. Mr. 1 
Biro said Sudan had refused to allow him entry into the' 
country so his study was based on interviews with Sudanese 
refugees, U.N. aid officials and non-govem mental relief 
workers in Uganda. Kenya and Egypt. Amnesty Interns-:; 
tional has also accused the Khartoum regime of abuses/ 
saying in a report released in September that the govern-^ 
ment was responsible for secret detentions and torture. 
Justice Minister Abdul Aziz Shiddo refuted those allege-* 
tions, saying some abuses had occurred but they were the; 
work of individuals operating without government ap- 
proval. ' 


CAIRO (AFP) — An inter- 
national row is brewing over • 
plans to plough a motorway . 
through the site of the pyra- 
mids of Giza, the last of the 
seven wonders of the world 
still in existence. 

U.N. expert Said Zulfikar 
told AFP after visiting the 
site earlier in November: 
"This motorway is illegal. 
Egypt is violating its own 
laws and the convention pro- 
tecting the world's heritage 
which it signed in 1972.” 

A meeting of the United 
Nations Educational. Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) Herirage 
Committee due to be held in 
Phuket in Thailand from 
Dec. 9 to 17 "will probably 
put the pyramids on the list of 
endangered sites.” he said. 

“Egypt will have six 
months to resolve the prob- 
lem. Otherwise the site will 
be struck off the list of the 
world's heritage, which 
would be an unprecedented 
move.” 

Although it would be more 
of a symbolic gesture, it could 
lead to a suspension of the 
annual aid of $600,000 to 
Egypt by UNESCO. 

The 90-kilometres road 
circling the Egyptian capital 
is due to pass from Giza 
southwest of Cairo to Dah- 
shur further south. 

Construction on the road 
meant to be built 2.5 
kilometres away from the 
pyramids began in 1985. de- 


spite a law passed in Egypt in 
1983 to protect thesiteTand is 
almost, complete. ’ 

"It cuts the site in two and 
encourages the spread of 
urbanisation.” Mr. Zulfikar 
said. 

The site contains the three 
pyramids and the Sphinx dat- 
ing from between 2680 to 
2565 B.C. and archaeologists 
fear that many important 
artifacts are still waiting to 
be discovered. 

Fumes and vibrations from 
traffic will also contribute to 
damaging the necropolis 
already threatened by pollu- 
tion. 

"The motorway will cut 
through the necropolis of 
Memphis where digs are still 
taking place which have not 
yet delivered up all their sec- 
rets." the director of anti- 
quities at the site. Zahi Haw- 
was. told the daily Al 
Akhbar. 

Mr. Zulfikar said the 
Egyptian authorities had 
sought refuge from the storm 
by saying that the Organisa- 
tion for Egyptian Antiquities 
had authorised the construc- 
tion work. But the order was 
not signed by the director 
who has since died, he added. 

The order said there was 
nothing more of archaeolo- 
gical interest in the site. 

But Mr. Zulfikar coun- 
tered that civil servants en- 
trusted with investigating the 
site at the time were only told 
to explore 300 metres across 


the kits’ of die 200’merres 
road and “were only given a 
i week to carry out the work 
and no one was put at their 
disposal to help.” 

Culture Minister Faruq 
Hosni told the Al Ahram 
weekly on Thursday "protec- 
tion of rhe Giza pyramids is 
my responsibility” adding 
"the ministry is trying to 
work out a solution to the 
problem.” 

Hassan Emam. a professor 
from the Centre for Environ- 
ment and Architecture at 
Cairo University, said “50 
million Egyptian pounds (ab- 
out $15 million) are all it 
would take to reroute the 
motorway" away from the 
site. 

”It's nothing compared 
with the damage and scan- 
dal” which will be caused of 
the motorway due to cost a 
total of a billion pounds ($300 
million), he added. 

Income from the millions 
of tourists who visit the site 
each year is estimated at 15 
million pounds ($5 million), 
which would pay the cost of 
the diverting the road in 
three years. 

Mr. Zulfikar said only 
direct intervention by Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak could 
stop the site being damaged. 

But he said there were a lot 
of interests at stake "because 
those who have built homes 
close to the pyramids want a 
motorway in order to move 
about more easily." 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Hardline' Muslim deputies o 
Tuesday backed a parliamentary bill seeking to ban 
mixed-sex universities. They argued during a parliamentary 
session that the bill “conforms to the rules of Islam, aiw 
would prevent moral deviation caused by mixed” cdwaF' 
tion. Co-education, already banned in primary and second 
dary state schools, has so far been tolerated on university 
campuses. “Co-education has been imposed on the Kuwaiti 
society without being studied carefully,'' Deputy Motibar* 
ak Dwila charged. Another Muslim fundamentalist Depji 
ty Ahmad Baqer. denounced non-veiled women students! 
for “infringing the divine law.” But independent Deputy Abdul' 
Mohsen Jamal said “it is difficult to prohibit mixed 
education on campuses," and stressed “the need to- 
continue studying the matter before taking any decision."! 
The bill, which has been under discussion for several: 
weeks, was not put to the vote because of the lack da' 
parliamentary forum. The three main Muslim fun-- 
damentalist groups have 25 of the 60 parliamentary seats, 
and are trying to broaden their influence on the country? 
The government recently took measures to weaken the 1 
fundamentalists hold by deciding to reorganise religious* 
welfare associations controlled by them. 

‘Russian crime heads met in Tel Aviv’ 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel is worried abour becoming sd 
haven for underworld leaders from former Soviet repub-’ 
lies, Police Minister Moshe Shahal said Tuesday. He said.- 
that such crime figures had secretly convened recently in. 
the Jewish state and were believed planning another* 
meeting in the coming days at a Tel Aviv luxury boteL 
Interviewed on Israel Radio from a U.N. conference in- 
Naples, Italy, on mapping strategy against organised crime,; 
Mr. Shahal said overseas criminals seemed to have 
comfortabte access to Israel. Mr. Shahal noted a ready: 
availability of Russian speakers and services, alluding to a 

E=r ave fTOm Ihe former Soviet Union that 
5 j x) ' 000 s,n L ce 1989. Mr. Shahal noted that Israel 
sutioned police attaches in the Ukraine and in Moscow a 

Smin^ in, try t0 !? ght thc infiltTa tion into Israel, of- 

fovolv^in 11 !^ USe lhe r° untry as a wa .vstaiion for rin 
involved in drug smuggling, prostitution and other r 

CIS. 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 12. Aqoha 23. Humidity 
readings: Amman 100 per cent. 
Aqaba 45 per cent. 
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Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Thc effect of (he cold air mass will 
continue, thus temperatures will 
continue to drop with a chance of 
rain al internals. Skies will he 
cloudy and winds westerly moder- 
ate to active. In Aqaba, skies will 
be partly cloudy with a chance ot 
showers. Winds will he southerly 
active' and seas rough. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 6/ 10 

Aqaba M / 20 

Deserts 4/ 12 

Jordan Valley 10/17 
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Princjess Basina participates in workshop 

for women municipal panel appointees 


Abdul Raonf Rawabdeh Wednesday dis- emirate’s envoy to Jordan upon his return 
cusses his recent trip to Qatar with the to Amman (Petra photo) 

Jordan-Qatar executive programme 
includes clause on teacher secondments 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister and culture. teachers to Qatar's schools, 

df Education Abdul Raouf Noting that the programme said the minister, who noted 
Rawabdeh Wednesday re- covers the years 1994 through that the secondment can only 
turned to Amman from 1997. the minister said that it be conducted through 
Qatar saying he signed an includes the following areas arrangements between the 
executive programme for the of cooperation: education, ministries of education in the 
implementation of a Qatari- exchange of school curricula, two countries. 

Jordanian cultural agreement equivalence of certificates. The two sides, he said, 
signed in 1972. which now exchange of visits by educa- agreed on cooperation in 
includes a special clause on tionists. exchange of visits by vocational training, in pre- 
the secondment of teachers, scouts, acceptance of Jorda- paring programmes for stu- 
! During his four-day visit to nian and Qatari students in dents through television and 
Qatar, the minister said he either country's schools and radio facilities, the training of 
met senior government offi- the exchange of scholarships, teachers, caring for students 
ciais and discussed means of A special clause in the with special needs and in 
promoting bilateral lies with programme concerns the holding educational exhibi- 
special focus on education secondment of Jordanian tions. 


teachers to Qatar's schools, 
said the minister, who noted 
that the secondment can only 
be conducted through 
arrangements between the 
ministries of education in the 
two countries. 

The two sides, he said, 
agreed on cooperation in 
vocational training, in pre- 
paring programmes for stu- 
dents through television and 
radio facilities, the training of 
teachers, caring for students 
with special needs and in 
holding educational exhibi- 
tions. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment’s decision to appoint 
women as members of com- 
mittees responsible for the 
affairs of municipalities 
would open wide prospects 
for women to run in the next 
municipal elections. Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ina said Wednesday. 
Addressing the opening 

session of a workshop for the 
30 women members of muni- 
cipal committees appointed 
on Oct. 24, the Princess said 
that not only was their 
appointment in line with the 
National Strategy for 
Women, but it was a right 
provided by in the Jordanian 
Constitution and the Nation- 
al Charter. 

The appointment of 
women to these committees, 
she added, would enhance the 
democratisation process in 
the Kingdom and boost 
women’s standing, adding 
that it underlines the right of 
women in the decision- 
making process. 

Expressing her confidence 
in the women's ability to 
handle the task entrusted to 
them, the Princess said that 
the workshop, which was 
organised by the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 


and the Environment, aimed 
at providing them with the 
vital. and basic information 
for their work. 

The Princess wished the 
participants success in their 
mission to assist the ministry 
carrying out its duties to- 
wards the local communities 
and thus help enhance the 
concept of promoting local 

and decentralised govern- 
ment in Jordan. 

Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs Tawfiq 
Kreishan addressed the open- 
ing session recalling that the 
late Queen Zein, the Queen 
Mother, had spearheaded 
efforts to upgrade women's 
status in society. 

He said that Princess Bas- 
ma has been instrumental in 
promoting women’s roles and 
had been behind the idea of 
the government decision to 
appoint women to the muni- 
cipal council committees 
which will serve until elec- 
tions are held next Septem- 
ber. 

Mr. Kreishan said the 
ministry will spare no effort 
towards making the women's 
mission succeed, adding that 
a new list of women has 
been compiled to serve on 
the municipal committees 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Basina addresses' the opening 
municipal panel appointees (Pefra photo) 


session of the workshop for 


Man sentenced to 1 year 

for premeditated murder ¥° re showers, cold 


appointed by the government 
earlier this year after the 
dissolution of the elected 
municipal councils. 

At the meeting, which was 
held at the Queen Zein Com- 
plex, several women mem- 
bers delivered speeches, ex- 


pressing readiness to shoul- 
der the new task and serve 
the local communities. 

The Princess later took 
part in the work of the first 
day of the two-day workshop 
which would dedicate discus- 
sions to the role of women in 


promoting local communi- 
ties, women and the Munici- 
palities Law, the role of 
women in local councils, 
democracy and women’s 
rights, women and housing 
issues and weftrien and com- 
munication with the public. 


; By Rana Hussein! 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

b 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Criminal Court Wednesday 
sentenced a 26-year-old 
man to one year in prison 
for the premeditated mur- 
der of his sister. 

! According to court docu- 
ments, Khalid M.A. killed 
his 22-year-old sister Abeer 
□ear the Zarqa stream on 
■Dec. 15, 1993. 

; The court said that on 
the evening of Dec. 15, 
Khaled asked his sister and 
her two-year-old son to go 
for a picnic, and she 
agreed. 

-It said that the three 
went near the Udwan mills, 
and Khalid started, arguing 
with . his , sister about-her 
suspected, relationships. 

; Abeer had been aban- 
doned by her .husband who 


left the country and later 
mailed her divorce papers, 
according to Khalid’s testi- 
mony to police when he 
was arrested on Dec. 29. 

When the argument 
reached a deadlock, the 
court said, Khalid drew a 
hammer and struck his sis- 
ter several times on the 
back of the head. The 
woman died instantly. 

According to court pap- 
ers, Khalid buried his sister 
at the scene of the crime 
and took her son to the city 
market in Zarqa and left 
him there. 

The child was later pick- 
ed up by police, who placed 
an advertisement in local 
newspapers about a boy 
; foupdrwauderihg La Zarqa . ' 
[Streets. .- i-.v *; 

. . According? to, ihe>-coun, ■ 
Abeer had been living with 
another man after her di- 


vorce, and attempts by her 
brother Khalid to bring her 
home failed. 

The court said A beer's 
refusal of Khalid’s pleas 
was the motive behind the 
murder. It added that Kha- 
lid failed in a previous 
attempt to kill his sisteT. 

According to court pap- 
ers, the man Abeer was 
living with identified the 
child's picture in the news- 
paper and reported to the 
police. 

The man, who was not 
identified, told the author- 
ities that the victim's 
brother had threatened to 
kill her earlier. Based on 
the man's information, 
police had said they 
apprehended the brother, 
who. confessed, saying that 
he had killed his sisteT to, 
“cleanse the family hon- 
our.” 


nights expected’ 


AMMAN l J.T.) — The 
Meteorology Department 
Wednesday fo recast more 
scattered showers tor 
Thursday while the Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) re- 
ported further increases in 
the amount of collected wa- 
ter in the country's main 
dams. 

A spokesman for the 
Meteorology Department 
said that Jordan will remain 
under the effect of a cold 
atmospheric depression 
centred north of Syria caus- 
ing a further drop in 
temperatures and bringing 
more rain in most regions. 

Temperatures, which 
reached 1 fc2 G -Wednesday: ~ 
will climb to a' maximum of 
10 C Thursday and drop' tO :: - 
liC at night, 'said the 


spokesman. 

Hashem Shboul (JVA) 
secretary general, 
announced Wednesday 
that an estimated 3X million 
cubic metres (mem) of wa- 
ter were collected in the 
dams by Wednesday morn- 
ing out of their total capac- 
ity of 100 mcm. 

The King Talal Dam 
alone, said Mr. Shboul. 
was reported to he holding 
32 mcm of water out of a 
total capacity of SO million. 
It held 2K mcm by Nov. 7. 

He said that lesser 
■ amounts were reported in 
the Wadi AI Arab Dam 
which has a capacity of 17 
mcm.' SharhabiP 3.9 nicrtV. ‘ 
Wadi Shueib. 1.4 rhem and 
Kafrein which has a capac- 
ity of 2.5 mcm. 



Mi^k^milnRiual Affairs-. -Hafri . MoM-Wedensday sag* two agree- 
and'-the Environment ' 'Kridshibi 1 iffflkfs on RSS work involving Water qpaaBf' - 

aiid -Royal StienffiC n iSl^r Tiitesidt^ Jjolipto) ,r ” ' c 

RSS to create data bank, 


Amman Chamber of Commerce election bids intensify conduct study on water 


! by Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 
■ 

AMMAN — Campaigns 
for the Amman Chamber 
of Commerce (ACC) elec- 
tions intensified this week 
as candidates took to the 
streets soliciting votes from 
local merchants. 

• This year's chamber elec- 
tion, scheduled for Dec. 5. 
promises to be one of the 
most heated in the institu- 
tion’s 71-year history. The 
intensified campaigns and 
increased number of candi- 
dates are a sign of the 
times, candidates say, and 
reflect Jordan's movement 
into a new economic era. 
The recent peace agree- 
ment with Israel, the possi- 
ble end to sanctions against 
Iraq and Jordan's bid for 
GATT (General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade) 
membership have height- 
ened interest in these elec- 
tions. 

“Jordan is going to be 
the gateway to this region," 
current ACC President 
Me,, am mad As four told 
the Jordan Times. “And 
this demands a lot of re- 
sponsibility on (the cham- 
ber's) behalf — there are 
people in the chamber who 
want things to be done 
right. That’s why this elec- 
tion is important." 

In addition, said cham- 
ber member and researcher 
Odeh Sweiss, the ACC is 
eager to be part of the 
economic decision in Jor- 
— an opportunity 
made possible by tbe liber- 
alisation and modernisa- 
tion of Jordan’s economic 
laws. “Whoever wins seats 
on the board will have to 
determine the course of the 
chamber in our new ’eco- 


nomic era.' It will rest on 
their shoulders to see that 
there is a greater degree of 
openness in the chamber, 
to push for a market eco- 
nomy and to lead the pri- 
vate sector into the thick of 
things." 

“Our new role," said 
Mohammad Haj Deeb, 
current board member and 
ACC board candidate, “is 
to interfere and share with 
government — to direct the 
economy with the responsi- 
ble authorities and have 
(private sector) desires re- 
spected before the imple- 
mentation of any new eco- 
nomic laws.” 

The potential for the 
ACC to influence the 
Jordanian economy should 
not be underestimated. Its 
general assembly numbers 
26,000 and representatives 
of the Federation of Jorda- 
nian Chambers of Com- 
merce sit on the boards of 
several prestigious econo- 
mic agencies including the 
Social Security Corpora- 
tion (SSC), the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) 
and other key governmen- 
tal economic and invest- 
ment organisations. 

Forty-four candidates are 
making bids for the 12-seat 
board — nearly twice the 
number of candidates who 
ran during the last election 
in 1990. Among this jnear's 
.contenders are eight inde- 
pendent candidates: Khalid 
Sae'd Din, Abdullah Abu 
Assaf, Hikmat Qtaishat 
(the second female candi- 
date in the chamber's his- 
tory), HamedObeido, Sha- 
kib Juneidi, Mohammad 
Khair Kilani. Wafi Bashawi 
and Nidal Saudi. 

The remaining candi- 
dates are represented by 



Mohammad Asfour 

three 12-member groups: 
AmaJ. headed by Moham- 
mad Asfour. current cham- 
ber president; Al Tatweer, 
headed by board member 
Mohammad Haj Deeb; and 
Al Wifaq, headed by cur- 
re n t chamber vice- 
president Haidar Murad. 

Mr. Murad was a former 
member of Mr. Asfour's 
group, but recently split 
from Amal. Although Mr. 
Murad was unavailable to 
comment on his split from 
the group, both Mr. Haj 
Deeb and Mr. Asfour have 
said that the split cannot be 
contributed to any ideolo- 
gical differences, but only 
to Mr. Murad's decision to 
seek the ACC presidency. 

In fact, few, if any, 
ideological differences exist 
between the three groups. 
Asfour and Haj Deeb 
agree that representation 
of sectors on the board 
needs to be expanded. 

“Now, only two or three 
sectors can win,” said Mr. 
Haj Deeb, “but there are 
30 sectors in the private 
sector that need repre- 


sentation. The board was 
created with 12 seats — 
that was when Amman had 
only 500,000 people. Now, 
it's 1.5 million and the 
chamber numbers 26.000. 
The chamber really is help- 
less as far as the tourism, 
shipping, transport and 
construction industries for 
example because they don't 
have any representation.” 

Mr. Asfour also said that 
changing chamber laws to 
facilitate representation 
would be priority one for 
his group should it find 
itself a majority on the 
board following elections. 
He added that the ACC has 
overlooked an important 
segment in the private sec- 
tor women. 

“The woman in our com- 
munity is a working 
woman," said Mr. Asfour. 
“She shouldn't be 
ignored." 

Both candidates agree 
also that the ACC needs to 
break from its traditional 
role and establish itself as a 
research centre complete 
with a databank of in- 
formation available to local 
merchants as well as inter- 
national businessmen in 
Jordan, and should estab- 
lish a better working rela- 
tionship with the govern- 
ment. 

“We should be develop- 
ing our activities in such a 
way that our partners in 
development and business 
have aooess to people and 
an institution that can help 
them understand the eco- 
nomic situation in Jordan 
and the region,” said Mr. 
Asfour. 

One of Mr. Asfour's con- 
tentions is that he has 
already established a con- 
sultancy committee with 


the prime minister, and, he 
says, this relationship with 
the government should be 
further developed so that 
the private sector is repre- 
sented in more decision- 
making committees. 

The chamber has man- 
aged to avoid the politicis- 
ing of elections as evi- 
denced in other trade un- 
ions, and at the end of the 
day, people will be voting 
for the candidates/groups 
they feel are best situated 
politically and socially to 
implement programmes 
serving the private sfector, 
the two men say. 

ACC observers as well as 
candidates believe that 
those running with groups 
in elections stand the best 
chances of 'winning. The 
reasons for this are two- 
fold. 

Generally, in. the past, 
elections have placed mem- 
bers of groups on the board 
and have generally ex- 
cluded individual candi- 
dates. During the last elec- 
tions for example, Amal 
won seven seats while the 
remaining five were filled 
by Mr. Haj Deeb’s Al Tat- 
weer. 

Also, said Mr. Sweiss, 
although a variety of pri- 
vate sector segments 
should be represented on 
the board, people prefer 
that these segments follow 

the same ideology so that 
conflict within the board is 
avoided. 

"If no group succeeds in 
being a majority on the 
board, there will be some 
strife, naturally," he said. 
“People want consistency 
to ensure that the chamber 
is making progress instead 
of fighting amongst them- 
selves.” 


AMMAN (J.T.) — the 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) and the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment 
Wednesday signed two agree- 
ments whereby the RSS will 
establish a data bank on wa- 
ter in Jordan and conduct a 
study on the quality of sur- 
face and spring waters. 

Tbe first agreement stipu- 
lates that the R5$ should 
establish the data bank based 
on the information accumu- 
latd by the society over the 
years in order to enable deci- 
sion-makers to better conduct 
their planning of socio- 
economic projects related to 
the environment, according 
to an RSS statement follow- 
ing the signing of the accords. 

It said that the data bank 
would constitute a nucleus 
for a national environmental 


network on water quality. 

In implementation of tbe 
one-year agreement, the RSS 
would gather and classify the 
information and conduct a 
statistical analysis on tbe col- 
lected information for future 
use by tbe ministry’s En- 
vironment Department. 

The RSS will also provide 
reports on tbe causes of 
change in the water quality 
with a view to helping the 
concerned authorities take 
specific measures for its im- 
provement. 

The second agreement pro- 
vides for the RSS to conduct- 
a study on the water in the 
King Abdullah Canal and 
several reservoirs connected 
dams in die Jordan Valley. 

That agreement also stipu- 
lates that the RSS should 
monitor the quality of water 


in the Aqaba region as well as 
the treated water at the waste 
' water treatment plant in the 
port city. 

It aims at identifying the 
pollutants in the reservoirs 
resulting from organic, in- 
dustrial and agricultural 
sources, according to the 
statement which noted that 
the second agreement is for 
one year. 

The two were signed by 
RSS President Ham Mulla 
and Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Tawfiq 
' Kreishan. 

According to ministry 
sources, the Department of 
the Environment, which is 
affiliated to the ministry, 
would be involved in over- 
seeing the implementation of 
the two agreements. 
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Celebrate Christmas while touring various showcases 

of new Bani Hamida fall colors 

■ ■ 
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. . At die Bani Hamida House 

Saturday, November 26th - Monday, December 5th 

8:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 



FILM 

# Spanish film entitled “Amo Tu Cama 
I Rica" at Institute Cervantes (the Spanish 
Cultural Centre) on Thursday at 4:30 


p.m, 


& Lecture in Arabic entitled "Where Did the 

■ 

■ Relationship Between the Palestinian Au- 
thority and the Opposition Get to?" hy 

" «Dr. Khalil AI Shaqaqi of Al Najah Uni- 
versity al Abdul Ha meed Shuman Founda- 
tion on Friday at 6:00 p.m. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


A' Lecture in Arabic entitled "The KITcct of 
Diabetes on the Digestive System" by Dr. 
Maurice Dahdalvh at the Jordan Society for 
The Prevention of Diabetes on Thursday at 
4:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Ceramics exhibition by Mahir Sumatra i at 
Alia AH Gallery. 

■£■ Ceramics exhibition by N^jwa Annab al the 
Orfali Art Gallery. ■ 

i Ceramics exhibition by Sa’id Al ‘Ani at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. ALso 


showing a paintings exhibit inn by Husni 
Abu Karim. 

•V Exhibition of paintings by Daniel Argimon 
at the Institute Cervantes (the Spanish 
Cultural Centre). 

■.V Exhibit entitled "Signs and Symbols: Com- 
munication and Interpretation from the 
Brandywine Workshop" al the American 
Center. 

•it Ceramics exhibition by Mahmoud Taha at 
Daraf Al Funun. 

t- Exhibition of paintings by Ahmad Na'wash 
at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. 



For information please call 658696/7 
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News 


Biepall Communists seek 



form minority government 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nep- 
al's jubilant Communists 
unanimously elected veteran 
anti-monarchist Man Mohan 
Adhilcary their parliamentary 
leader Wednesday and awa- 
ited word from the palace to 
form a minority government. 

Covered in vemuUion pow- 
der and garlands, and stand- 
ing beneath portraits of Marx 
and Lenin, Mr. Adhikary 
said there was no possibility 
of forming a coalition govern- 
ment after last week's general 
elections left a bung parlia- 
ment. 

But Mr. Adhikary said 
that, once a couple of tech- 
nicalities had been cleared, 
he would see King Birendra, 
whose father once jailed him, 
*o be appointed Nepal’s 
prime minister. 

“For us, there is no room 
to have a coalition,” Mr. 
Adhikary told colleagues at 
the Communist Unified Mar- 
xisl-Leninist Party (UML) 
headquarters. 

“Therefore we should go 
ahead with a minority gov- 
ernment, there is no alterna- 
tive.” 

The Nepali Congress Party 
of caretaker Prime Minister 


Girija Prasad Koirala, 
however, left the door open 
to forming a coalition govern- 
ment in an ambiguous state- 
ment issued after a meeting 
of its top policy-making com- 
mittee. 

“Right now, we are having 
talks with all political parties 
on forming a government 
which is stable,” a party 
statement said, adding a for- 
mal decision on how it would 
proceed woold be taken 
Thursday. 

In theory, the Congress 
Party could form a coalition 
with the'Rastriya Prajatantra 
Party (RPP), which won 20 
seats* and three pro-Congress 
independents. 

Earlier, Mr. Koirala said 
Congress would cooperate 
with the Communists. “He 
(Adhikary) will face the same 
problems as I faced,” Mr. 
Koirala said. “I know where 
the shoe pinches.” 

With one result left to be 
declared to complete the 205- 
member parliament, UML 
had 88 seats ahead of the 
Nepali Congress Party that 
had held power since 1991 
after bloody protests ended 
30 years of absolute 


monarchy. 

Mr. Adhikary, 72, told 
Reuters he could not go to 
see King Birendra until the 
last result had been declared 
and the Election Commission 
had formally informed the 
monarch of the complete re- 
turns. 

He made no comment on 
efforts to produce a coalition 
that could win at least 103 
backeis in a vote of confi- 
dence that must be held with- 
in 30 days of taking power. 

But a UML spokesman 
said earlier the Communists 
would rely on outside back- 
ing to win the vote. 

“We have opened our door 
for support rather than a 
coalition,” said UML spokes- 
man Pradeep Nepal. “We are 
arranging for a minority gov- 
ernment with outside support 
from democratic forces.” 

Mr. Adhikary survived 15 
years of jail in Nepal and two 
in India, as well as upheaval 
within his movement, to 
merge two rival Communist 
strands into the UML in 
1990. 

The UML linked arms with 
the Nepaiia Congress Party 
that year to bring an end to 


King Birendra ’s absolute au- 
thority and force him to res- 
tore multi-party democracy, 
whose brief first life was en- 
ded by his father in a palace 
coup three decades earlier. 

Now Mr. Adhikary, one of 
the driving forces behind the 
campaign to replace a party- 
less political system, was ex- 
pected to go to the palace late 
Wednesday or Thursday to 
assume power. 

In his speech to Commun- 
ist deputies, Mb'. Adhikary 
promised his government 
would stick to the party man- 
ifesto, which promised land 
reform to protect state-run 
firms while encouraging pri- 
vate enterprises. 

“We will follow pragmatic 
economic policies,” Mr. 
Adhikary said. 

“Naturally, agriculture 
gets priority and we will seek 
die cooperation of the 
opposition in our policy,” he 
said of the food-short nation 
that ranks among the world’s 
10 poorest. 

He also promised more 
efficient use of foreign aid 
money that is Nepal’s life- 
line and about which donors 
have complained in the past. 


China finds 2nd Japanese germ lab 


BELTING (R) — China has 
found another Japanese army 
germ laboratory where 
thousands of Chinese were 
killed in bacteriological ex- 
periments during World War 
n, the China Daily newspap- 
er said Wednesday. 

“The finding will help un- 
mask the intentionally co- 
vered facts of that period of 
history,” the newspaper 
quoted Sha Dongxun, a 
historian with the Guang- 
dong Academy of Social Sci- 
ences, sas saying. 

Mr. Sha identified the 


laboratory in southern 
Guangdong province after an 
investigation that began early 
this year wheo he was 
assigned to find material fora 
book on Japan’s germ war- 
fare during its occupation of 
China before and during 
World War n, the newspaper 
said. 

Mr. Sha said the laboratory 
was founded in 1939 by 
Japan’s fourth germ warfare 
army in China, designated as 
BO8609, at the former 
medical college of Zhong- 
shan University in the provin- 


cial capital Guangzhou. 

It planted various fetal in- 
fectious diseases in refugees 
from Hong Kong and sur- 
rouding Guangdong to study 
the effects, killing between 
3,000 and 20,000, the news- 
paper quoted Mr. Sha as 
saying in a report. 

Mr. Sha said nurses who 
worked at the laboratory and 
its former Chinese gatekeep- 
er had little knowledge of 
what went on inside, but said 
he later recorded a statement 
from a former Japanese sol- 
dier who served there. 



. Timor protestors to leave today 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
Timorese protestors who 
have been in the U.S. embas- 
sy compound in Jakarta for 
11, days will leave Thursday 
for political asylum in Portug- 
al. a reliable source said. 

“Hie East Timorese will 
not be leaving the embassy 
today, but if everything goes 
well, they will do so tomor- 
row,” said the source who is 
close to the standoff. 

The protesters decided 
Tuesday to accept an offer of 
asylum in Portugal, as they 
feared retaliation from the 
police if they left the com- 
pound. 

President Suharto also 
fuelled speculation that the 
Timorese would leave. “If 
they want to go to Portugal, 
yes please. We do not have 
any objections. The more 
that want to go to Portugal, 
the happier I'll be,” he told a 
senior government official 


visiting his residence. 

U.S. embassy spokes- 
woman Pamela Smith told 
AFP; “We expect their, de- 
parture shortly.” But she re- 
fused to talk about the time 
or date. 

An official with the Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) in Jakarta 
said “the procedures for the 
East Timorese have to be 
‘settled with all the parties 
concerned, and this can be 
resolved in the next 24 
hours.” 

The ICRC and the embas- 
sy denied that the operation 
would be jeopardised by a 
request from the Jakarta 
police chief that one demon- 
strator be banded over for 
questioning over a murder 
investigation. 

Major General Moham- 
mad Hindarto had said the 
man, together with five 
others already in custody. 


was implicated in a murder in 
April, which is understood to 
have involved the killing of 
an off-duty soldier in a, Jakar- 
ta retHight. district. ....... . . 

But Mr. Smith, said the- 
group would not be split up: 
“We are working with the 
ICRC to organise the depar- 
ture of the entire group.” 

The ICRC head of delega- 
tion, Henry Fournier, told 
AFP that he understood the 
police request was only a 
suggestion. “As far as X am 
concerned I have the foil 
assurances of the Indonesian 
government that the 29 peo- 
ple will be allowed to leave,” 
be said. 

Hie demonstrators- were 
moved Wednesday to part of 
‘the embassy inner com- 
pound, about 30 metres from 
the embassy perimeter. They 
were behind two large, solid 
gates, above which only their 
hands were visible. 


2 died as 2 planes collide in U.S. 


ST LOUIS (R) — A TWA 
jetliner taxiing down a runway 
sheared off the top of a pri- 
vate plane, killing two people 
on board the small craft in St. 
Louis, officials said Wednes- 
day. 

Eight of the 137 people on 
board TWA flight 427, an 
MD-SO jet bound to Denver 
from St. Louis, suffered 
minor injuries, TWA spokes- 
man John McDonald said. 

The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FA A) said 


two people on board th'e 
Cessna Conquest 441 twin- 
engine turbo prop were killed 
when the roof was tom off 
Tuesday night at Lambert St. 
Louis International Airport. 

Mr. McDonald said there 
was an emergency evacuation 
of the TWA jet, which car- 
ried 132 passengers and a 
crew of five. The FAA in 
Kansas City said there were, 
eight minor injuries among 
the passengers, apparently 
suffered in the evacuation 


process. 

Interviewed on radio. Air- 
port Director Leonard Griggs 
offered the following descrip- 
tion of the collision: 

"The TWA airplane was 
cleared for takeoff, he (the 
pilot) started his takeoff roll, 
the light airplane ended up 
on the runway. The TWA 
pilot saw it, took immediate 
evasive action, swerved to 
the left, and the wing clipped 
and took the top off the light 
airplane." 



Bear goes to dentist’s 


PARIS ( AFP) — a bear who is a minor film 
star in France went to the dentist’s Tuesday to 
be treated for toothache, after one of its 
canines broke and became infected. Eight- 
year-old Caiix, famous in the French film 
L'Ours by Jean-Jacques Annaud, was trans- 
ported to a newly-created wild animal clinic in 
Rambouillet, west of Paris, for the painstak- 
ing treatment. Anaesthetist Francois Hugues 
carried out the important task of putting the 


toothache-stricken beast to sleep, before de- 
ntist Philippe Hennet cleaned, filled and 
capped the canine, which had become in- 
fected after being broken. The bear was the 
first patient for the wild animal hospital, 
which transported Caiix from Normandy for 
the operation. The next patient at the hospital 
is due to be an elephant with an infected tusk. 
The photograph shows Caiix being treated in 
the clinic (AFP photo) 


EU shows 
2nd thoughts 
on Eastern 
Europe 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Heads 
of state from six former War- 
saw Pact countries will not be 
invited to next month's EU 
summit at Essen in a blow to 
their hopes for early acces- 
sion to the Union, a senior 
EU official said Wednesday. 

“Essen will take place 
without the Eastern Euro- 
peans,” the official said in a 
revelation that reflected in- 
creasing doubts within the 
Union about the pace set by 
the current German pres- 
idency in expanding into 
Eastern Europe. 

The six countries — Po- 
land, Hungry, the Czech Re- 
public. Slovakia. Romania , 
and Bulgaria — had all be- 
liqyq^German Chancellor 
Helmut^TCohl would invite 
them to the meeting of EU 
heads of state and govern- 
ment at Essen, Germany on 
Dec. 10 and 11. 


But German enthusiasm 
for an encounter that would 
have been a powerful symbol 
of the EU's intention to open 
its doors to the east before 
the end of the century, ran 
into opposition from coun- 
tries led by France and Spain. 

‘"A number of countries 
expressed concern that we 
were going too far too quick- 
ly. that the process was 
gathering an unstoppable 
momentum,” the senior EU 
official said. 

"We have to define what 
our strategy for the East is 
going to be before we get 
involved in’ talking about de- 
tails with the heads of gov- 
ernment.” 


The German presidency 
has seen Eastern Europe 
catapulted to the top of the 
European Union’s agenda 
with Bonn anxious to put the 
reunited Germany at the 
heart rather than on the East- 
ern extremity of Western 
Europe's economic and 
security infrastructure. 

fa a landmark decision in 
October, EU foreign minis- 
ters agreed to establish a 
“structured dialogue” with 
the six, committing future 
presidencies to regular 
ministerial-level meetings be- 
tween the EU and the East 
Europeans. 

In tandem with these meet- 
ings, designed to prepare the 
six states for EU mem- 
bership, the EU has in- 
structed its executive agency, 
the Commission, to draw up 
an accession strategy. 
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Police officers armed with shotguns and wearing bulletproof 
vests enter the District of Colombia police headquarters after a 
g unman opened fire on the third floor (AFP photo) 


3 officers, gunman killed in 
U.S. police HQ shootout 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Three law enforcement 
agents were killed when a 
man opened fire with a semi- 
automatic rifle at Washington 
police headquarters, sparking 
a shootout that also left the 
gunman dead, authorities 
said. 

The dead included two FBI 
agents and a municipal 
policeman working on a joint 
federal-city task force on un- 
solved homicides. 

The building, four blocks 
from the Capitol, was sealed 
off by emergency response 
teams, but they did not fire 
their weapons. After an 
hour, they entered the room 
where the shooting began 
and found three wounded 
people. 

Washington Police Chief 
Fred Thomas said gunfire 
erupted after three men 
walked into the headquarters 
in the municipal building, but 
provided no details on the 
motive in the shooting. 

He said the three men were 
being interviewed “as" 'either 
witnesses or suspects in cases 
under investigation! One of 
the other men was wounded, 
and the other was unharmed 
and in custody. 

“As far as we’re concerned 
right now... there was a lone 
gunman,” Thomas said. 
“There were other indi- 
viduals in the area at the time 
and we’re continuing our in- 
vestigation to determine if. 
they were connected.” 

The gunman “was not kil- 
led by the police emergency 
response .team called to the 
scene,” he added.‘“We don’t 
know if he committed suicide 
or if he was shot and killed by 


one of the agents" in the 
room. 

The Washington Post 
Wednesday quoted police 
sources identifying the gun- 
man as Benny Lawson, who 
was questioned by police a 
week ago in connection with 
a triple murder in 
Washington. 

Chief Thomas said the 
semi-automatic rifle used in 
the shooting had been 
brought by the gunman to the 
task force squad room, lo- 
cated on the third floor of the 
building. 

Deborah Louise, a muni- 
cipal finance employee in the 
building, said she was told 
“some guy was running 
around on the third floor with 
a gun.” 

The slain officers were 
identified as municipal 
Sergeant Henry Daly, 51, 
and FBI agents Martha Dix- 
on Martinez, 35, and Michael 
John Miller, 36. 

Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly 
arrived at the scene after the 
shooting and - was reviewing 
security measures at the 
building, which is across the 
street' from her own office! 

“They’ve got no metal de- 
tectors down here, no secur- 
ity... We need more protec- 
tion jusr like anyone else, and 
they should see that now,” 
said J.C. Stamps, president 
of the Fraternal Order of 
Police, the police union. 

The four slayings brought 
to 369 the total number of 
homicides this year in 
"Washington, already known 
as the “crime capital” be- 
cause of its many homicides. 
Last year there were 467 
murders in the city. 


Diplomats lead new drive 
to end Bangladesh crisis 


DHAKA (R) — Western di- 
plomats are leading a new 
drive to solve Bangladesh’s 
political crisis and have urged 
opposition leader Sheikh 
Hasina to postpone her 
threatened resignation from 
parliament, diplomatic 
sources said Wednesday. 

They said the request came 
during a lengthy meeting 
Tuesday between U.S. 
Ambassador David Merrill, 
British High Commissioner 
Peter Fowler and Mis. Hasi- 
na. 


“They conveyed (to Hasi- 
na) their own concerns and 
that of the overseas donors, 
investors and even of the 
local business community,” 
one source said. 

During the meeting Mrs. 
Hasina explained the “basis 
and logic" of the opposition’s 
demands on the government. 
She also told the diplomats 
why recent Commonwealth 
mediation efforts had failed 


to solve the political crisis, an 
opposition leader said. 

"Merrill and Fowler 
appeared to be leading a di- 
plomatic drive -to end the 
current crisis," he told Reu- 
ters. 

An Asian diplomat said: “I 
feel there is still hope. The 
failure of the Commonwealth 
has been very disappointing, 
but not the end of it (negotia- 
tions)." 

Bangladesh's opposition 
has been pressing the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Be- 
gum Khaleda Zia to step 
down and allow new elections 
to be held under a caretaker 
administration. 

The ruling Bangladesh 
National Party (BNP) has re- 
jected the demands as un- 
constitutional. 

Commonwealth envov Sir 
Ninian Stephen left Bang- 
ladesh Monday following a 
failed mission to mediate a 
solution to the protracted and 
bitter dispute. ' 


Delors 


overtakes 


Balladur 


in French 


survey 


PARIS (R) — An opinion 
poll dismayed the French 
right Wednesday by showing 
Socialist European Commis- 
sion chief Jacques Delors had 
overtaken Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur for the 
first time in the French pres- 
idential race. 

The survey, by the BVA 
Group, showed Mr. Delors 
would beat Balladur by 52 
per cent to 4S per cent and 
defeat conservative Jacques 
Chirac, the mayor of Paris, 
by an even wider 56 to 44 
margin in the May 7, 1995 
run-off vote. 

Mr. Balladur and Mr. 
Chirac are bitter rivals to win 
the mantle as a single candi- 
date for France’s centre-right 
forces, which swept to power 
in a general election last year 
after voters dumped the 
Socialists. 

“If the majority continues 
tearing itself apart it will lose 
the election all on its own. 
We hardly need an opposi- 
tion candidate.” Transport 
Minister Bernard Bosson said 
of the poll. ”We must stop 
the massacre.” 

In a radio interview, Mr. 
Bosson backed for U.S. -style 
primaries to select a single 
candidate for the right and 
defuse feuding. Mr. Bosson is 
president of France's Christ- 
ian Democratic centrists, a 
partner in the ruling coali- 
tion. 

The BVA poll was the first 
showing Mr. Delors ahead of 
Mr. Balladur although 
another survey earlier this 
month showed the two men 
tied at 50-50. 

Mr. Delors had long been 
favoured to beat Gaullist 
Chirac, a former prime minis- 
ter and the only serious con- 
tender so far declared in the 
race. Mr. Delors has said he 
will declare his intentions by 
Christmas. Mr. Balladur in 
January. 

The BVA polling institute 
noted Mr. Balladur had been 
hit this month by the resigna- 
tion of the Economic Coop- 
eration Minister Michel 
Roussin, the third minister to 
step do.wn since July in a 
corruption scandal, as well as 
by greater social unease. 

Mr. Delors was bolstered 
at the weekend by a congress 
of the Socialist Party in 
northern France — Mr. Miti 
terrand discreetly blessed 
him as his heir and Socialist 
leader Henri Emmanuelli 
said Mr. Delors had a moral 
duty to run. 

The poll, for France-2 
Television. Europe -One 
Radio and the news magazine 
Paris-Match, was a reversal 
from a movfth ago, when an 
identical survey showed Mr. 
Balladur topping Mr. Delors 
by 55 to 45 pier cent. 

Jacques Baumel, a pro- 
Baliadur deputy in the Rally 
For the Republic party 
founded by Mr. Chirac, 
urged Mr. Chirac to pull out 
of the race as polls consistent- 
ly show him trailing the prime 
minister. 


And Budget Minister 
Nicholas Sarkozy told finan- 
cial daily Les Echos he reck- 
oned the premier was the 
only one capable of beating 
Mr. Delors. Mr. Balladur 
would have a duty to run if 
polls in January still showed 
him ahead, he added. 

The poll had more bad 
news for the ruling coalition 
by indicating most voters 
would pick a rightist candi- 
date on the first round. Mr. 
Bosson has cautioned that 
pro-European centrists might 
switch to Mr. Delors if the 
choice was between him and 
Mr. Chirac. 

BVA cautioned that it 
wanted confirmation of the 
poll in later surveys to ensure 
it was not a one-off freak 


Armenians sue historian for denying ‘genocide’ 


PARIS (R) — An Armenian 

g oup has said it was suing a 
ritish historian in a new 
effort to win recognition that 
Armenians were victims of 
“genocide” in Ottoman Tur- 
key early this century. 

The Forum of French 
Armenian Associations said 
it would go to court on Dec. 
14, accusing Bernard Lewis 
of defamation by denying 
that up to 1.5 million Arme- 
nians were systematically ex- 
terminated in 1915-23. 

Turkey has repeatedly de- 
nied genocide charges and a 
separate Paris court last week 
ruled it could not try a diffe- 
rent Armenian criminal case 
against Mr. Lewis. The forum 
would claim a symbolic 
100,000 francs (S19.000) in 
damages in a civil action. 


“Keeping alive the mem- 
ory of the ‘ Armenian geno- 
cide will be a service to the 
international community,” 
Daniel Jacoby, a lawyer for 
the forum, told a news con- 
ference unveiling the court 
plans. 


H e sai d revisionists should 
be stopped from questioning 
genocide, from Armenia to 
the Nazi holocaust to Rwan- 
da. 


Last week's action, by the 
Committee to Defend the 
Armenian Cause, foundered 
when a court ruled that a 
French law making it a crime 
to deny genocide against the 
Jews in World War II cannot 
apply t© Armenia. 

, But for the first time in 
French legal history, the 


court confirmed that Arme- 
nians had been victims of a 
crime against humanity and 
that the Turkish government 
was responsible, prosecution 
lawyers said. 

Lawyers for the forum said 
their case for defamation 
would not hinge on the ap- 
plication of the anti- 
holocaust law but on the idea 
that Mr. Lewis had insulted 
them by denying their his- 
tory. . 


tion.” 

The forum quoted both 
French President Francois 
Mitterrand and former U S 
President Ronald Reagan m 
publicly referring to “geno- 
cide against Armenian^. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
has also condemned “mas- 
sacres against the Arme- 
mans, and the European Par- 
hamem said in 1987 that 


Mr. Lewis was not ex- 
pected to attend the hearing. 

In an article in the French 
daily Le Monde early this 
year, Mr. Lewis concluded 
that ■ "there is .no serious 
proof of a plan by the Otto- 
man government to exter- 
minate the Armenian na- 


Ankara should recognise the 
Armenian “genocide” if 

wants tA « 1 


uS” ioin ,he 


But some Armenians 

charge that the West shies 
from the question of Arme- 
nian genocide because it do« 
not want to offend Turkev ! 
close ally and a NATO mem? 
Oer. * 




Kenneth Branai 
receives Frei 
arts honour 



r 




■ A 


r.u 


PARIS (AFP) — Bi 
actor and director 
Branagh was awar< 
French national arts 
Tuesday, officials 
French Culture Minister jjftg 
ques Toubon made the 
famous in France fafrfij* 
adaptions of Shakesr'"” 
plays including Henry 
Much Ado About 
a member of the 
National Order of Arts.; 
Letters. Branagh is 
in Paris to promote his 
film Mary Shelley's Fi 
stein. 




British town 
hit by one-boy 
crime wave 





LONDON (R) — Traders 
by a one -boy crime wave 
British town have a 
to the government to give 
courts the power to 
the 14-year-old. The boy. 
been convicted 138 times fatj 
vandalism and theft in 
northern English town of EK 
land. He was ordered to put 4 
in regular appearances at 
police-run atiendance cen 
Even his father wants the 
jailed. “If it was up to me, I 
would have put him away 1 : 
somewhere long ago,’’ he «as3 
quoted as- saying by tiw^f 
Times newspaper Wedn&fe 
day. The boy. who cannot 
named for legal reasons, has* 
been blamed for driving trap 
ers out, sending insurance*, 
premiums soaring and doubl- 
ing the town's crime pte.^ 1 
“The problem feeing our<> 
small town falls into the< 
category of a one-man crime 7 
wave,” the local league of"' 
trade and commerce saidin i^ 
letter to Home Secretary (In- 1 ' 
tenor Minister) Michael Ho-^ 
ward. 
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Drunken 
schoolboys try 
to see the queen > 


y. 
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LONDON (R) — Two boys-” 
on a drinking spree from the 1 * 
exclusive school Eton^ 
sparked a full-scale security? 1 
alert by deciding to climb into* 
Windsor Castle~to see Queen*' 
Elizabeth. The 17-year-oldsJ| 
who had beep drinking, irvth^ 
college bar, triggered alarm 
bells and lights when they, 
tried to scale the wall. They; 
were filmed blundering into* 
the grounds. "Police arf ( 
Windsor Castle were alerted’, 
by security alarms at Windsor* 
Castle to the intrusion on the 1 *; 
North Terrace of two IT-*! 
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kv hr 
Milan - 
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year-old schoolboys,” 


police spokeswoman sail 
Wednesday. “The boys were r 
detained immediately'and re- ■! 
leased by police to officials ■' 
from the school.” she added.’ 
Britain's most exclusive pri-f 
vale school, whose pupils' 11 
wear black tailcoats and grey*, 
pin-stripped trousers, said” 
the errant pair would be dis- : ** 
ciplined but not expelled. 


Police seize 
700 violins 
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P AIRS (AFP) — Police have 
seized 700 allegedly stolen 
violins and cellos at the homei 
of a Paris flea market dealer 
and will put them on show in 
an attempt to find their own- 
ers. Police said Tuesday they 
found the instruments at the 
home of antique dealer Phi- 
lippe Hurel. 58. who was 
arrested at the weekend at 
the main Paris flea market at 
Saint-Ouen, north of Paris, 
on suspicion of receiving. 
Some of the violins were sjua 
by police to be of very high 
value. Mr. Hurel was allegv 
to have bought the violins 
over several years from gyp- 
sies. 
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Art thefts soar 
in Russia 


I 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Thcl 
of art works in Russia ha' 
-jumped ten-fold since the ct 
lapse of the Sox iet Union, tl 
*” t ^ l l or Ministry said. A tot 
of 4.796 works of arts, wor 
about S50C.0U0. wei 

documented as having be< 
stolen in 1993. an d 1.965 

* Mx months of 1 99 
According to Anatoli 

commander 

lu R “? sian police, most 
the objects find their w; 

abroad where they are sold 

ZIP' >»w prices." British a 
dealer Sotheby's recently ht 
return six an pieces, stoic 
E?" 1 a Private Russian colic 
bon. which had been due i 

In p £: a r m . lts auctions. Polk 

«n'esn gatrons into the the! 
arc hampered by the black, 
catalogues in Russia 

whioh U J ns and churche; 
*h«ch h 0 ,d about 40 millic 

■n^J V ° rts and thousands i 

Fou?° r* ,COns - Police shown 

of */2 ,SIS the,r !atcs[ tro i 
thru.. 0 c" t . reasure - inctudir 

form* So ? ,et Serais’ 
a oSr and a vase graced wii 

the few Sow 
leader Leonid Brezhnev. 
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The 2911 metre <9606 feet) Mount Merapi that dominates 
the densely populated southern plain of Central Java spews 
ash, lava and beatdouds during a series of eruptions, killing 


at least 31 people on its south western flank and destroying 
hamlets and plantations (AFP photo) 


■ 

Indonesia volcano death toll climbs to 31 


PAKEM, Indonesia (R) — 
Grieving families Wednesday 
Varied victims of a volcanic 
eruption on Indonesia's Java 
Island which killed at least 31 
people and trapped dozens 
more with a lethal cocktail of^ 
gases, lava and debris. 

The bodies of 15 people 
including two children, vic- 
tims of the Tuesday eruption, 
were given a mass burial in a 
Muslim cemetery, where a 
huge grave lay open for more 
bodies expected to be reco- 
vered from the volcano's des- 
tructive trail. 

Friends and relatives 
prayed as the bodies, wrap- 
ped in white shrouds, were 
lowered into the grave 
marked with the names and 
ages of the victims. 

“We expect more bodies,” 
said an elderly man as he 
stood near the open grave in 
the cemetery in this village, 
flanked by paddy fields and 
fruit trees in the foothills of 


Merapi, or fiery mountain. 

“It is a sad day for the 
people of Pakem," he said as 
people filled the grave with 
dark brown earth and 
wreaths. 

State Secretary Murdiono 
quoted President Suharto, 
who hails from Central Java, 
as expressing condolences for 
victims' families and promis- 
ing assistance to the breaved. 

Many of those killed or 
badly injured in the eruption 
were burnt by searing steam, 
including guests at a wedding 
party that was held despite 
warnings, according to the 
officials in the village of Tor- 
ku, in the shadow of Merapi. 

“The volcano spat hot 
gas,” one survivor told Reu- 
ters. “We did not have much 
time to escape because we 
panicked.” 

Soldiers cordoned off an 
area hit by the volcanic erup- 
tion, the most serious in 


years. But by afternoon some 
of the area was declared safe. 

Survivors spoke of chaos as 
the volcano erupted, with a 
combination of tremors, lava 
flows and steam topping or 
scalding trees and telegraph 
poles, crushing houses and 
burying animals and people 
alike. 

Many of the victims treated 
in hospital suffered serious 
bums, according to an official 
at Panti Rapih, one of three 
hospitals in nearby 
Yogyakarta accommodating 
the injured. About 100 vic- 
tims were still being treated. 

“Their skins have peeled, 
their colour is reddish and 
most of their bodies are 
burnt,” sbe said. “I believe 
that most of the dead were 
burned alive.” 

Some of the dead were too 
badly burnt to be identified. 

Fears remained for dozens 
of people still believed mis- 


sing, including some believed 
to have entered the area 
looking for firewood. 

At least 30 members of a 
41 -man team constructing a 
water treatment plant in the 
foothills of the mountain 
were still unaccounted for. 

“We don’t know if the re- 
maining 30 are trapped some- 
where in there or if they did 
not turn up for work,” one 
official said. 

* More than 5,000 people 
were rescued from the vil- 
lages on the slopes of the 
volcano and were being given 
shelter in nearby villages. 
The holiday resort of 
Kaliurang was evacuated, as 
high temperatures parched 
grass and trees. 

An official at the volcanol- 
ogy office said the 3.000- 
metre (9,800-foot) volcano 
could erupt again at any time. 

“You know that there is 
always the possibility.” he 
said. 
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Berlusconi may face fresh probe Yeltsin 
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ROME (R) — Prime Minis-^ 
ter Silvio Berlusconi, fighting 
for his political life after 
Milan magistrates warned 
him he was under inquiry for 
alleged corruption, may face 
a second investigation, Ita- 
lian newspapers reported ■ 
Tuesday. 

As the media tycoon 
braved out the crisis by chair- 
ing a U.N. international 
conference in Naples, the 
newspapers said prosecutors 
in Rome were considering 
whether they too should 
launch a formal investigation 
into his affairs. 

The reports, in La Stampa 
andfl Messaggero, said the 
Rome ’ investigators were ex- 
amining possible violations of 
anti-trust regulations con- 
nected to advertising on the 
television networks in Mr. 
Berlusconi's huge Fininvest 
business empire. 

No confirmation of the re- 
ports was immediately avail- 
able. 

The newspapers said Mr. 
Berlusconi tried to pressure 
state broadcaster RAI to 
reach a deal to carve up and 
control television advertising 
between RAI and the three 
networks of his Fininvest 
Group. 

They said this would have 
vio^ited laws regulating fair 

corhpetition. 

Mr. Berlusconi, elected in 
March on a wave of disgust 
; with graft in Italy's disgraced 
political old guard, was for- 
mally advised by magistrates 
in Milan Tuesday that he was 
being investigated for sus- 


pected corruption. 

He has vehemently denied 
any wrongdoing, declared 
that he will not resign and 
accused the magistrates of 
abusing their powers for poli- 
tical ends to bring him down. 

“I’d describe my state as 
one of calm indignation,” 
Mr. Berlusconi said in Naples 
where he was chairing the 
final day of a three-day Un- 
ited Nations ministerial con- 
ference on organised crime. 

“I have already sworn on 
what I hold most dear, name- 
ly the heads of my children, 
that I have never committed 
the things I a 11 accused of.” 
be told reporters. 

Hinting at a political con- 
spiracy, he said: “There are 
too many things that don't 
add up, or that do add up, 
and that would mean trou- 
ble.” 

The probe in Milan con- 
cerns bribes alleged to have 
been paid to tax inspectors by 
companies in Mr. Berlusco- 
ni's 57 billion a year Fininvest 
empire for favourable audits. 

It does not imply guilt or 
that charges will follow. Mr. 
Berlusconi's spokesman Jas 
Gawronski said magistrates 
were expected to question 
Mr. Berlusconi "by the end 
of this week.” 

Gerardo D'Ambrosio, 
second-in-charge in the Milan 
prosecutor’s office, denied 
Wednesday that investigators 
had timed the probe to inflict 
damage on Mr. Berlusconi 
and said they had no choice 
but to investigate. 

Announcement of the in- 


■ . 

quiry, . details of which., 
appeared in the Milan news- 
paper Coni ere Della Sera, 
followed a slump in support 
for Mr. Berlusconi's Forza 
Italia party in local elections 
and coincided with his high- 
profile presence in Naples. 

“We can’t stop (investiga- 
ting ) just because Berlusconi 
is prime minister.” Mr. 
D'Ambrosio told the leftist 
newspaper I’Unita. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who en- 
tered politics only in January, 
is the first prime minister 
since World War II to be 
served with a judicial notice 
of investigation while in 
office. 

Five former prime minis- 
ters, including seven-times 
premier Giulio Andreotti and 
former Socialist Party chief 
Betti no Crad,' a close friend 
of Mr. Berlusconi's have all 
been ousted from politics in 
Italy's three tumultuous years 
of graft scandals. 

Mr. Bertnsconi's popularity 
has sunk over the past six 
months in a spate of clashes 
with the magistrates, whose 
powers he has sought to rein 
in, and as a result of a con- 
troversial 1995 austerity 
budget he is pushing through 
parliament. 

Both the opposition and 
the Northern League, the 
most difficult ally in Mr. Ber- 
lusconi's fractious governing 
coalition, appeared to be 
moving to a consensus 
Wednesday that no move to 
oust the prime minister 
should be made before Janu- 
ary. 


- * — * ^1 


Norway EU polls show ‘no’ lead shrinking 


OSLO (R) — Five days be- 
fore Norway votes on mem- 
bership of the European Un- 
ion, an opinion poll Wednes- 
day for tne first time showed 
opponents and supporters 
neck and neck. 

But two other surveys indi- 
cated the “no” camp main- 
tained a comfortable lead 
ahead of Monday’s referen- 
dum. 

On the average, opponents 
led 46.7 per cent to 40.0 for 
the “yes” side, but the mar- 
gin shrank two percentage 
points from Tuesday. The un- 
decided amounted to an aver- 
age 13.3 per cent, up 0.6 
points. 

A ‘ Scan-Fact poll for the 
daily Verdens Gang put 
opponents and supporters of 
membership at 45 per cent 
ea&i as the “yes” camp 
gained one point and the 
“no” camp shed two from a 
similar sqrvey released Tues- 
day. 

Ten per cent, up one point. 


were undecided, $can-Fact 
said. 

Prime Minister Gro Har- 
lem Brundtland said Tuesday 
sbe saw a good chance that 
voters would endorse mem- 
bership and that the “don't 
knows” would tip the balance 
in the last week. 

Mrs. Brundtland, who has 
warned Norwegians not to 
turn their back on European 
cooperation, said signs were 
that there had been a change 
over several months in favour 
of membership and especially 
in the last few weeks in some 
parts of the country. 

In a survey by the MMI 
Institute, commissioned by 
the daily ‘ Dagbladet, EU 
opponents slipped one per- 
centage point to 50 while the 
“yes" rose one point to 36. 
The undecided group fetched 
14 per cent, unchanged from 
Tuesday. 

A Gallup Poll released late 
Tuesday by the commercial 
channel TV2, gave oppon- 


nets 45 per cent, down one 
point, while supporters were 
unchanged at 39 r The unde- 
cided rose one point. 

Mrs. Brundtland and other 
advocates of Norwegian 
membership of the European 
Union received rifle bullets in 
their mail, officials said 
Wednesday. 

The premier’s press 
spokesman Oevind Oestang 
told Reuters the 6.5 mm bul- 
let was contained in an en- 
velope from an anonymous 
sender and was delivered to 
Mrs. Brundtland 's office 
Tuesday. It was sent to police 
and nobody *as injured. 

Mr. Oestang said the en- 
velope was addressed to Mrs. 
Brundtland, but there was no 
letterd to go with the bullet. 

Police, who said they had 
no suspects, said Fisheries 
Minister Jan Henry Olsen, 
another staunch supporter of 
EU membership, received a 
bullet in the mail several days 
ago. 


return of 
land to 
Estonia 


PSKOV, Russia (R) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin stood on 
Russia's disputed border with 
Estonia Wednesday and 
vowed Moscow would not 
give up “one single cen- 
timetre" of land. 

The Baltic country is de- 
manding the return of some 
2,000 square kilometres of 
territory now in Russia which 
belonged to it before World 
War n. 

But Mr. Yeltsin, on a brief 
visit to the border point of 
Kunichina Gora, told frontier 
guards: “We will not give up 
one single centimetre of land 
no matter who claims it. They 
(territorial claims) are 
futile.” 

The land Estonia wants re- 
turned belonged to it be- 
tween 1920 and 1940, the 
year when the Soviet Union 
annexed Estonia and dictator 
Josef Stalin handed over 
some of its territory to Rus- 
sia's Leningrad and Pskov 
regions. 

Russia began erecting a 
fence last August along the 
existing border after Tallinn 
renewed its claims. 

The blunt comment by the 
Kremlin leader, who was 
accompanied by Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev, 
was certain to cast a deeper 
shadow over already uneven 
relations with Estonia. 

There was no immediate 
substantial reaction to Mr. 
Yeltsin's visit from Tallinn. 
But Estonian Foreign Minis- 
ter Juri Luik, in a comment 
to Hommikuiehr newspaper 
made ahead of the visit, said 
Mr. Yeltsin's trip could hard- 
ly be seen as friendly. 

. “As far as President Yelt- 
sin's visit to the border is 
concerned, Estonia can in no 
way view it as a sign of 
friendship,” Mr. Luik said. 

Mr. Yeltsin, in separate 
comments to reporters after 
arriving at Pskov Airport, de- 
clared that foreign intelli- 
gence services were exploit- 
ing the border “to penetrate 
the territory of Russia.” 

He said Russia needed a 
strong border with Estonia to 
protect itself against these 
agents and smugglers from 
the Baltics. 

At the same time, howev- 
er, it had to be a “human 
one” across which Russians 
living on each side of the 
border could freely visit each 
other, Mr. Yeltsin said. 


NATO warplanes strike at 

Serb forces attacking Bihac 


SARAJEVO (R) — NATO 
warplanes struck Serb forces 
attacking the U.N. safe 
haven of Bihac town in north- 
west Bosnia Wednesday, re- 
portedly hitting missile em- 
placements and tanks. 

The air raid, the second in 
72 hours, was launched as 
U.N. peacekeepers reported 
Muslim refugees were 
streaming into the town from 
the surrounding enclave with 
Serb forces in hot pursuit. 

NATO sources cofirmed 
the action, reportedly involv- 
ing more than 20 aircraft, had 
taken place. 

The Bihac pocket is under 
attack by the Bosnian Serb 
Army (BSA) and Serb forces 
occupying neighbouring 
Croatian territory where 
NATO hit the Serb-held 
Udbina Air Base Monday. 

Th e leading pro- 
government newspaper in 
Serbian-led rump Yugoslavia 
warned hardline Serbs in 
Bosnia and Serbia that they 
had brought NATO’s retalia- 
tion on themselves. 

Hadzi Dragan Antic, edi- 
tor in chief of the daily Politi- 
ka which is a supporter of 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, wrote: 

“Advocates of the war op- 
tion are again trying to 
spread the flame of civil war 
on the territory of former 
Yugoslavia.” 

He accused the hardliners 
of “crazy policies” and 
warned that Serbs cannot 
“wage war against the 
world.” 

Croatia Radio said the first 
targets of Wednesday's 
NATO air strike were Bos- 
nian Serb miss ile emplace- 
ments at Otoka on the edge 
of the Bihac pocket. 

The emplacements fired at 
two British Royal Navy Sea 
Harriers flying a NATO mis- 
sion Tuesday but missed. 
They have also been used to 
flout the U.N. with attacks 
on Bihac town. 

Sources dose to the Croa- 
tian army reported that a 
second wave of NATO jets 
attacked Serb tanks dose to 
the town, gorged with re- 
fugees from the Serb adv- 
ance. " 

■ Peter Kessler of the United 
Nations High Commissioner, 
for Refugees (UNHCR) said 
thousands of civilians were 
flooding into the town 
Wednesday morning under 
Serb shelling. 

U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) spokesman 
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Two F-16 fighter planes of the NATO forces at for a 
Aviano Air Base in northeastern Italy take off photo) 


mission over Bosnian territory (AFP 


Alexander Ivanko said the 
U.N. had reports of incur- 
sions into die town, as well as 
fighting on the southern and 
western outskirts. He said 
there could be heavy casual- 
ties. 

In Sarajevo, the U.N.- 
controlled airport was put on 
a state of red alert, reflecting 
increased security concerns. 
U.N. officials said aid flights 
and convoys were cancelled. 

The U.N. warned repe- 
atedly the Serbs that viola- 
tion of the town's safe haven 
status would trigger fresh 
NATO strikes. 

“Any attempt to complete- 
ly overrun the enclave and 
the town would be a matter 
of grave concern and could 
not go unanswered,” spokes- 
man Michael Williams 
warned. 

Mr. Ivanko said Bihac 
town was hit by five to eight 
artillery shells fired by Serb 
forces. It was not clear 
whether Bosnian Serb forces 
or Serbs from neighbouring 
Croatia were involved m the 
incursions, the U.N. said. 

“Refugees are coining in 
Jarge numbers from th&sputh - 
and west, fleeirig-tbi^&i^iring^ 
'arid their burning villages?’ 
‘Mr.- Ivanko added/ ""We ' 
would imagine there are 
heavy casualties.” 

“The infrastructure of the 
town is collapsing under the 
strain. And the Bosnian Serb 
Army has captured die water 
works,” he said. 


“Bihac town itself is a 
U.N.-declared safe area and 
currently oar military com- 
manders are assessing the 
possibilities and options open 
to UNPROFOR.” Mr. 
Ivanko said. 

“1 have just spoken to our 
people on the ground in 
Bihac and U.N. military 
observers are also assessing 
the situation tbere,” he 
added. 

UNPROFOR is greatly 
concerned about the security 
of 1.200 Bangladeshi 
peacekeeping troops scat- 
tered over three locations in 
the Bihac enclave. Their unit 
went to Bihac ahead of its 
supply train, which never ar- 
rived. 

They have only one com- 
bat weapon for every four 
men and their food will run 
out by the end of die week. 

Mr. Akashi was due to 
meet Serbian leaders in Bel- 
grade later Wednesday and 
said one of his top priorities 
would be to get guaranteed 
clearance for urgent supply 
convoys to relieve the batta- 
lion. 

Mr. Kessler, said the situa- 
tion iri* Bihae-e ndave,- an- area 
or r 5fciiffe' 1,200 square 
kilometres with a current 
population of 190,000, was 
increasingly desperate. 

Bihac town currently shel- 
ters about 50,000 people. 

Russia is “seriously con- 
cerned” over the latest 
NATO airstrikes against Serb 


postions in former Yugosla- 
via, Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Grigory Karasin told 
ITAR-TASS news agency. 

Mr. Karasin was quoted as 
saying that Russia was wor- 
ried that the international 
community was trying to 
solve die Bosnian conflict ex- 
clusively through use of 
force. 

The latest air strikes, 
against Serb positions in 
northwest Bosnia and in the 
Serb-held Krajina region of 
Croatia, indicated the inter- 
national community was sup- 
porting “only one side in the 
conflict.” This in turn risked 
aggravating the situation, the 

Separately, the Stare 
Duma lower house of the 
Russian parliament Wednes- 
day prepared a resolution 
asking President Boris Yelt- 
sin to use all possible political 
means to prevent military in- 
terference from outside in the 
former Yugoslavia. 

This could include the use 
of Russia’s veto in the U.N. 
Security. Council, the Duma 
resolution said. Deputies, 
whose outlook is more con- 
servative than - the govern- 
ment's, might vote on it later 
Wednesday. 

Extreme nationalist deputy 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky said it 
was unacceptable to use force 
to resolve political disputes. 
“The conflict cannot be re- 
solved by military means,” he 
told reporters. 


Kazakhstan hands weapons-srade uranium 


ALMA-ATA (R) — Kazakh- 
stan said Wednesday it had 
handed half a tonne of 
wea pons-grade uranium over 
to the United States in a deal 
aimed at stopping nuclear 
material falling into the 
wrong bands. 

Bulat Nurgaliev, deputy 
foreign minister in charge of 
arms control, told Reuters: 
“I can confirm that we have^ 
an agreement with the UcP' 
ited States for the disposal of 
a certain amount of nuclear 
material. It has already been 
airlifted.” 

Under the deal, negotiated 
over several months with 
U.S. Ambassador William 


Courtney, the uranium will 
go into storage in the U.S. 

The uranium had been 
kept at a former Soviet milit- 
ary facility in Ust- 
Kamenogorsk in the east of 
the vast territory near its 
borders with Russia and Chi- 
na . 

But after Kazakhstan be- 
came independent from the 
Soviet Union in 1991, the 
cash-starved country was left 
with the problem of how to 
dispose of it. 

Mr. Nurgaliev said he had 
no qualms about disposing of 
the material as his govern- 
ment saw fit. “It is the prop- 
erty of Kazakhstan,” he said. 


The White House 
announced Wednesday that 
enough nuclear material to 
produce some two dozen nuc- 
lear weapons had been trans- 
ferred from Kazakhstan to 
safe storage in the United 
States. 

The White House state- 
ment called the move “an 
historic step toward meeting 
the proliferation challenges 
of the post cold war era.” It 
said the weapons-grade mate- 
rials had remained in 
Kazahkstan following the 
breakup of the Soviet Union 
and were moved to the Un- 
ited States at Kazakhstan’s 


request. 

“The United States and 
Kazakhstan today completed 
the successful transfer of 
vulnerable nuclear materials 
from Kazakhstan to safe stor- 
age in the United States,” the 
White House statement said. 

It said the government of 
Kazakhstan approached 
Washington early in 1994 ab- 
out the 600 kilogrammes of 
highly-enriched uranium on 
its territory. “Kazakhstan 
was concerned . about the 
security of the material and 
asked for U.S. assistance in 
removing it to safe storage,” 
the statement said. 


Crime conference backs drive against mobs 


NAPLES, Italy (R) — A 
United Nations conference 
on organised crime approved 
Wednesday a two-part prog- 
ramme for stepping up the 
fight against international 
mafias. 

The conference, attended 
by ministers and representa- 
tives from 138 countries, 
pledged to cooperate more 
closely to combat the growth 
of organised crime that it 


called a “threat to the inter- 
nal security and stability of 
sovereign states.” 

Countries attending the 
meeting, the highest level 
U.N. gathering ever on the 
issue of crime, approved a 
political declaration underlin- 
ing their resolve that the fight 
against “organised trans- 
national crime should be 
accorded high priority by 


states.” 

They committed them- 
selves to “strengthen and en- 
hance wherever possible” the 
capacity of individual states, 
the United Nations and re- 
levant international and re- 
gional organisations to com- 
bat the mobs, ranging from 
the Sicilian mafia to Japan's 
Yakuza. 

The conference also passed 
a “global action plan” which 


urged individual U.N. mem- 
ber states to bolster their own 
laws with regard to activities 
such as money laundering, 
and tighten the ampliation of 
existing international laws 
against crime. 

But the countries stopped 
short of backing calls for the 
immediate introduction of a 
new world convention on 
organised crime. 


Angola: Rebels again attack government forces 


LUANDA (R) — Angolan 
government forces again ac- 
cused UNITA rebels 
Wednesday of attacking them 
despite a shaky ceasefire 
aimed at ending one of Afri- 
ca’s longest and bloodiest 
wars. 

“Units attacked govern- 
ment forces at 6:30 (0530 
GMT) this morning.” Col- 
onel Ingles Neto told Reuters 
at Catumbela Air Base near 
the coastal city of Benguela. 
Fighting was continuing at 
Catengue, about 60 
kilometres southeast of the 
city, he said. 

llie re was no independent 
confirmation of the report. 

In Lisbon, UNITA 
(National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola) de- 
nied it and an earlier govern- 
ment charge rebels had 
attacked the northern city of 
Uige after the ceasefire came 
into force at 1200 GMT Tues- 
day, officially ending the 19- 


year war. 

. “None of this is true. _We 
are respecting this agreement 
scrupulously,” Amaral Cos- 
ta, UNIT A 's deputy repre- 
sentative in Portugal told 
Reuters. 

“The international com- 
munity must send observers 
to Angola urgently to moni- 
tor the ceasefire.” he said. 

Government forces cap- 
tured Uige from UNITA last 
week after their seizure of the 
rebel stronghold of Huambo 
earlier in the month. 

■ 

The U.N. special envoy to 
Angola, Aiioune Blondin 
Beye said Wednesday the 
world body would not send 
peacekeepers until it was sure 
the ceasefire was holding. 

"The U.N. won't move in 
until the Security Council de- 
cides there is political will on 
both sides.” he told Reuters 
in the Zambian capital Lusa- 
ka where the Luanda govern- 


m 

ment and UNITA signed 
peace accords of Sunday. 

“We are going to check if 
'there is political will... before 
the secretary-general can au- 
thorise the Security Council 
to go ahead... as long as we 
.do not see real political will, 
the Council is not goi’.tg to 
act,” said Mr. Beye. 

Diplomats said the sending 
of large numbers of 
peacekeepers before the end 
of the year was unlikely. 

“No one wants to put any- 
thing into Angola until we 
are sure things are going 
well,” a Western diplomat 
said. 

“The arrival of the blue 
helmets.... depends on the 
decisions by the Security 
Council.... based on the facts 
on the ground,” said Mr. 
Beye, adding he bad received 
no reports from the Angolan 
government or UNTTa of 
any ceasefire violations. 

“Neither government nor 


UNITA have yet brought any 
cases of violation to my atten- 
tion and if there should be 
any... I would not be con- 
cerned at the moment be- 
cause we should not forget 
the war has been going on for 
(nearly) 20 years,” he said. 

The accord was to have 
been signed by President Jose 
Eduardo Dos Santos .and 
UNITA leader Jonas Savim- 
bi, but the rebel chief refused 
to attend the ceremony be- 
cause government attacks 
made it unsafe for him to 
travel, the rebels said. 

Lower-ranked • officials 
signed on behalf of both par- 
ties. 

. Sources close to military 
discussions between the two 
sides on Lusaka said Wednes- 
day they had agreed to allow 
Mr, Savimbi 150 bodyguards 
until the situation stabilised, 
and 15 after it had returned 
to normal. Hie rdhel. move- 
ment had wanted 40G. 
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Right price of deal 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
has had some odd things to say about Syria's 
stance on peace. Damascus wants peace, 
Rabin confessed a couple of days ago, but its 
price is too high. When the Israeli prime 
minister went on to elaborate on what 
constitutes a high Syrian price, it turned out 
to be just a Syrian insistence on an expedi- 
tious Israeli withdrawal from all the Golan 
Heights. 

We have what we think is a legitimate 
question to ask Mr. Rabin: What is So high 
about Syria wanting the full implementation 
of U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 
338 when these resolutions are the founda- 
tions of the entire peace process starting with 
the Madrid Conference three years ago and 
continuing till now on the Palestinian, Syrian 
and Lebanese fronts? Since when is the call 
for respecting Syria’s territorial integrity a 
high price to pay for peace? 

In retrospect, it is Israel that is asking for 
a very exuberant price for peace with the 
Syrians when it refuses to honour interna- 
tional decisions and respect what is lawfully 
Syrian under all recognised standards and 
norms. It goes without saying that there 
could be. no real peace in the Middle East 
"unless* ft* is comprehensive and' comprising 
the Palestinian, Syrian -and Lebanese tracks. 
Israel must not allow itself to be intoxicated 
by the successes on the Jordanian and 
Palestinian levels and ignore the unfinished 
business on the remaining fronts. Cairo 
signed and ratified the Camp David accords 
more than 15 years ago but there was no real 
peace in the region because that peace was 
only a piece, important as it may have been, 
of the real peace. 

We in Jordan would not feel comfortable 
with the peace treaty with Israel as long as 
other Arab parties lag behind in their quests 
for equally honourable peace. So long as 
Syrian President Hafez Assad is offering 
genuine and total peace In return for a 
complete withdrawal from his country's 
territory, there can be no excuse to procras- 
tinate on the inevitable decision to trade full 
peace for full withdrawal. Otherwise Rabin 
would appear to be asking for an unreason- 
able price from the Syrian side if he con- 
tinues to harbour thoughts that would earn 
his country and people real peace without 
paying the right price for it. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THERE IS no point in the government’s reducing the 
prices of cars because the majority of Jordanians live on 
limited income which is insufficient these days to cover the 
exorbitant cost of living or make both ends meet, said 
Taher A1 Ad wan, a columnist in A1 Dnstour Wednesday. 
The cost of living in Jordan has reached unprecedented 
proportions making it only possible for the rich to survive 
and prompting the majority of citizens to publicly complain 
about the ever-rising prices of all basic commodities, said 
the writer. Now that the government has allowed veget- 
ables and fruits grown in the Jordan Valley to be exported 
in huge quantities, Jordanians are feeling the pinch as they 
are unable to pay the price of very expensive agricultural 
products grown in their own country, said the writer. The 
writer also criticised the government for cancelling almost 
all subsidies on basic commodities consumed by the 
limited-income groups, noting that while allocations for 
subsidies were JD 70 million a few years ago, they are now 
almost negligible at a time when the prices continue to rise. 
He said that the Ministry of Supply seems to have 
abandoned the practice of controlling prices, thus allowing 
merchants a free hand in manipulating prices. 


HMOUD RIMAWI, a columnist in A1 Ra’i, expressed 
lief that inter- Arab differences will now be phasing out 
after the successful visit to Qatar this week by Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali. The visit coincided with 
Iraq's recognition of Kuwait, a move, which was warmly 
welcomed by Saudi Arabia and the other Gulf states, and 
came amidst a relaxed political atmosphere in the Arab 
World following Jordan's signing of the peace treaty with 
Israel, said the writer. Observers believe that terminating 
the residues of inter-Arab differences will soon be taking 
place and that it is a matter of time before solidarity among 
Arab countries will be reestablished, according to the 
writer. Reviving the warm relations between Qatar and 
Jordan bears a strong signal to the other Arab states that 
solidarity and mutual cooperation are possible and feasible 
for the sake of safeguaiding national interests, said the 
writer. 


THE VIEW FROM ACADEMIA 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. MaJdaubcfe 



Seculars in Muslim, Arab worlds: 

■ 

A minority in a sea of faith 


Wi rHIN the Arab World, the so-called secular trends do not 
pose any serious threat to Islam, nor do they themselves cany 
much ultimate weight or force. In my opinion, secularism 
(essentially a misnomer in Arab society) is an external 
influence whose proponents have been, and still are, a very 
small minority. 


Commenting on the column I wrote last Thursday (“Islam 
between a rock and a hard place”), a Western friend of mine 
said to me that, in his own mind, there is no conflict between 
bring religious and being secular. One can have a calling in 
tins world or a sense of commitment to a discipline, sphere of 
knowledge or worldly activity and be religious at the same 
time. 

At one level, this is true. The long conflict between the 
church and the various secular movements and tendencies in 
the West was, to some, resolved through the privatisation of 
faith. Religion, according to such line of thinking, is primarily 
a private matter, between the creator and the individual 
concerned. Many American deists made this point crystally 
in the eighteenth century. Thomas Jefferson, for 
of “freedom of conscience,” i.e. the right of 
the individual to believe in any religion he/she wants (that is, 
in any Christian or non -Christian sect), but be insists that 
religion ought not to interfere in public matters. What this 
means, of course, is not only that the church and the state are 
viewed as separate, but that religion (faith, freedom of 
conscience, or whatever you wish to call it) does not have 
much of a public character. 

Two points need to be stressed here. First, not ail Western 
thinkers have resolved the conflict in the same way; for many 
of them in fact, no resolution is possible. Therefore, the 
relationship between secularism and religion is much more 
(has indeed been much more) problematic than many think. 
Secondly, and more importantly for oar purposes, the 
assumption that the conflict in the Arab World today is a 
conflict between religion (i.e. Islam) and secularism is totally 


objectionable. A brief discussion of the concept of secularism 
may help put matters in a better perspective. 

Secularism (primarily a Western concept) has many mean- 
ings and implications and a complex history. Defined loosely, 
as Webster's tells us: It is “indifference to or rejection or 
exclusion of religion and religious considerations.” Historical- 
ly, secularism emerges in the West as a form of rebellion 
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individuals engaged in a variety of “worldly” activities, 
including (of coarse) fundamental preoccupations such as 
business ventures (so vital in capitalist societies), scientific 
experiments and discoveries, social and political theories, 
etc. In American history, the opposition between religion and 
secularize is perhaps best epitomised in the careers of Jonathan 
Edwards (a devout Puritan and Calvinist) and Benjamin 
Franklin (a remarkable scientist, industrialist, capitalist and 
political thinker). The two lived nearly at the same time. 
While the former was calling on people to come to the church, 
confess and repent, the latter was asking them to absent 
themselves from church gatherings and do something more 
“profitable.” The first objection the secularists in tthe West 
have (or have had) to religion becomes obvious. Quite simply, 
it expects people to be too “other-worldly.” At one point 
science was viewed as a form of either heresy or witchcraft; 
materialism (and capitalism) as generally bad. The second 
objection is to religion as an institution. Deep down, Christ- 
ianity (many thinkers feel) is okay. This is Franklin’s, 
Jefferson’s, and even Emerseon’s and Thorean's point of view . 
The problem is with institutionalised faiths. Franklin could not 
accept tiie restrictions or limitations imposed by the institution 
of religion on its congregation; Emerson could not stand die 
rites and rituals which to him seemed hollow and useless. But 
Thomas Paine expressed the case most radically in The Age of 
Reason: “All national institutions of churches... appear to me 
no other than human inventions set up to terrify and enslave 


Some 


mankind, and monopolise power and profit." These 
illustrate quite well the hostility a secularist Eke Paine 
towards religion, but the key term in the quote is 
tions,” for Paine, like most otheT secularists, v 
bothered by religion as an institution. Neither of these 
objections (s a problem in Islam and the Arab World. As 
the first, Islam attempts to strike a balance between wad 
ness and other-worldliness. “Do for this life as if you were 
Eve forever, and do for the after-life as if you were to 
tomorrow.” Islam is not only condones but e 
science, business, political thought, literature, etc 
the best and most revered Muslims were at once 
poets, philosophers and wealthy people. 

As for the second, Islam is not an institution in the 
sense of the word. First of all, there is no hierarchy wtu 
within the religious establishment. The imam, on the basis 
the Stmm point of view (the vast majority of Muslims), has 
oautbority on people beyond preaching on Friday an 
leading prayers. But the crucial point here is that any 
Muslim (i.e. knowledgeable) can be an imam and can 
prayers anytime anywhere. Furthermore, the mosque itself 
not an institutions. It is quite simply a place of gathering 
shelter worshippers from rain and sun. In fact, one does 
have to pray in the mosque. Any place, outside or inside, 
suffice for Muslims to meet and pray. Thus the real conflict 
the Arab/Islamic world today is not between secular and 
religious trends (there is no basis for a'conflicl at this level) b®l 
between trends of a different nature, those I listed last woekl 
under A, B, D and C: respectively, those who know tfc] 
religion well and apply it well (10 per cent), those who 
Islam for political purposes only (10 per cent), those v 
Islam and know its spirit well — but they do not practise and! 
do not know the precise details and the subtleties (70 per 
cent), and those Arabs and Muslims who have adopted 
Western secular perspectives — leftist or rightist (10 per oeat). 

This is the way I see the matter. 
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Elections in Algeria — a necessary risk 




The following article is re- 
printed from The Economist. 

EGYPTIANS HATE it when 
their militant Islamic move- 
ment — a cyclical twitch in 
Egypt’s long history, they ex- 
plain to frightened-away 
tourists — is comp rare d with 
Algeria's down-hill race into 
civil war. Indeed, the scale of 
violence is different: Egypt's 
regime, unlike Algeria's, is in 
no present danger. Yet in 
both countries the militants’ 
strength is nourished by the 
alienation of governed from 
government; stale old regim- 
es. have been on top .for too 
long; 'people see them as elit- 
ist, edrrupt and indifferent id' 
underdog privation. Mean- 
while, Islamists, some of 
whom do admirable social 
work while others spread ter- 
ror, recruit from this seedbed 
of disillusion. Waging war on 
the Islamists will not change 
that. 

The recent disaster in 
Egypt in which some 500 
people were killed when blaz- 
ing fuel from an army depot 
was carried by flash-floods, 
into a southern town — high- 
lights the alienation. Two 
years ago, when an earth- 
quake bit Cairo, Islamic 
groups rushed in with relief 
while the bureaucrats 
dithered. This time, the gov- 
ernment was determined to 
be first. But it stumbled, and 
every stumble was pounced 
upon. President Hosni 
Mubarak visited the area but. 
inexcusably, not the town 
that had suffered most 
casualties. Relief efforts were 
damned as inadequate. And 


the government's promise of 
financial compensation was 
simply disbelieved. 

Egyptians expect the worst 
of their bureaucracy and are 
seldom wrong. Under Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) guidance, the coun- 
try’s economic prospects are 
improving but, at this stage, 
impoverished Egyptians feel 
only the pain of lost sub- 
sidies. The Muslim Brother- 
hood in Egypt, which like the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
in Algeria or Hamas in Pales- 
tine is underpinned by a 
strong social foundation and 
a reputation ;for probity, 
gains. from the contrast with 
corrupt or inept officials. 

Egypt’s rulers have, by and 
large, been skilful in contain- 
ing their Islamic movements. 
Like Jordan and Malaysia, 
Egypt has distinguished be- 
tween a mainstream Islamic 
movement and its extremist 
offshots, squashing the ex- 
tremists but giving the mod- 
erates a little responsibility 
(very little in Egypt's case). 
But terrorist attacks on fore- 
ign tourists, which have come 
close to destroying the tourist 
trade, have distracted Mr. 
Mubarak into cracking down 
toughly on moderates and 
militants alike. Despite this 
the militants, put down in 
one province, spring up in 
another. To help restore all 
of Egypt to calm, the govern- 
ment may find that it has to 
reverse its current tactics and 
allow responsible Islamists 
some sort of place in a more 
representative, and better re- 
spected, government. 


With far more serious con- 
sequences, Algeria too has 
dispensed with subtlety. Over 
a week ago Preisdent 
Liamine Zeroual pronounced 
his attempted negotiations 
with the FIS leaders a failure: 
the men had refused, he said, 
to renounce violence. What- 
ever the excuse for ending 
the talks, there was never 
more than a sliver of hope for 
their success. They were 
undermined from the start by 
unaccommodating men on 
either side; implacable gener- 
als who think the onljT good . 
Islamist is .-a deadnlsLamistr 
and young thugs who have-, 
fouqd a new way of life in,, 
murdering in the name of 
God. These hard characters 
will continue to set the rules. 

The prospect is horrible. 
Ordinary Algerians are 
caught between terrorists 
who will slit their throats for 
a secular thought and military 
or para-military avengers 
who will shoot them dead on 
suspicion of sheltering an 
Islamist. Many people are 
striving to leave. Yet France, 
which is seen by many profes- 
sional Algerians as a second 
borne, is closing its doors, 
and Morocco has closed its 
border. Some flee to Tunisia; 
others pay to be smuggled to 
Europe through Italy or 
Spain. 

The economic misery and 
urban squalor that fuelled the 
turmoil are likely to worsen. 
Foreign governments, an- 
xious to help the Algerian 
government regain control, 
talk of business as usual. But 
that means little; the oil and 


gas industry, on which Alger- 
ia depends, is paralysed as 
foreign experts leave and loc- 
al workers concentrate on 
their own safety. The govern- 
ment has no chance to win 
hearts or minds — and no 
certainty of winning the war 
against the militants. 

Mr. Zeroual is turning his 
attention to a presidential 
election, to be held before 
the end of next year. The 
army's man, say Algerians, 
will win such an election: the 
secular parties are hopelessly 
discredited; it is assumed that 
any, candjdate who riepre- 
sen^,,' .hqwever, . ind^ectly, 
the Islamic movement will be 
barred. Yet in Algeria, as in 
Egypt, the only real hope lies 
with a fresher, bolder and 
much more representative 
government. 

What if such a government 
were Islamist? This is a risk in 
Algeria, certainly; nobody 
wants another Iran, where 
power is monopolised by a 
religious movement and the 
secular opposition has no 
voice. When the FIS was on 
the point of winning the 
1991-92 election, the army 
stepped in to cancel the elec- 
tion and take over; many 
outsiders, particularly in 
France, thought that wise. 
But the rersult has been a 
bloody civil war with a dan- 
ger of victory for the most 
extreme Islamists. Allowing 
people to choose the presi- 
dent, or parliament, they 
want is now harder, and even 
more of a risk, than it was in 
1992. But to go on refusing 
them that choice is to court 
disaster — The Economist. 


Coming up: a new and 
different generation of 

Jordanians 


NATO strike may play into Serbs’ strategy 


By Juliana Mojsilovic 

The Assodared Press 

BELGRADE — When 
NATO warplanes bombed an 
air field in Croatia, were they 
doing exactly what Bosnia's 
and Croatia's Serbs wanted? 

The Western alliance's raid 
Monday was clearly meant as 
punishment after a string of 
increasingly audacious 
attacks by the Serbs on U.N.- 
protected targets. 

But its long-term effects 
are unclear. 

Croatian and Bosnian 
Serbs have lost the backing of 
Serbia's President Slobodan 
Milosevic, at whose behest 
they went to war 214 years 
ago. They now are attacking 
Bosnian territory jointly be- 
cause they know they must 
stick together to survive. 

Battling a Bosnian govern- 
ment army that appears ro be 
gaining strength, they seem 
intent on trying to finish the 
job now, gaining recognition 
of their claims to separate 
statehood. They may be 
trying to provoke such a big 
cross-border conflict that Mr. 
Milosevic would have to 
come to their aid. In doing 
so, they increase the risk of 
renewed war with Croatia 
and more NATO airscrikes. 

Monday's attack also ex- 
panded international involve- 
ment in the conflict in former 
Yugoslavia. In attacking the* 
air base at Udbina. NATO 
planes for the first time took 
action in Croatia. 

Serbs, who have held one- 
third of Croatia since their 


1991 war, sent warplanes to 
attack two government-held 
towns in embattled northwest 
Bosnia, and joined Bosnian 
Serbs and renegade Muslim 
forces in their attacks. 

The air raids launched last 
Friday and Saturday from 
Udbina appeared primarily 
to terrorise the population 
and antagonise the interna- 
tional community. 

Lord David Owen, the 
European Union mediator on 
former Yugoslavia, told Bri- 
. tain's Channel 4 he believed 
the actions oF Croatian and 
Bosnian Serbs were intended 
to prod Mr. Milosevic back 
into the conflict. 

“I think that's behind a lot 
of the Bosnian Serb and 
Croatian Serb intentions.” 
Lord Owen said. “It is to 
provoke NATO and then to 
think that Milosevic must 
change his mind and must 
come in their support. I hope 
he doesn't." 

Whether the airstrikes led 
U.N. peacekeepers and 
NATO itself into a quagmire 
partly depends on the defiant 
Serb leadership in Croatia 
and Bosnia, partly on 
NATO’s appetite for con- 
frontation. 

Mr. Milosevic, whose 
nationalist rhetoric whipped 
up a Croatian Serb revolt in 
1991 and a Bosnian Serb re- 
bellion a year later, froze all 
but humanitarian aid to Bos- 
nian Serbs in August to pun- 
ish them for failing to accept 
an international peace plan. 
vMr. Milosevic wants them 


to accept so he can win lining 
of international economic 
sanctions against Serb-led 
Yugoslavia. 

Sources close to the Yugos- 
lav army say Gen. Ratko 
Mladic, the Bosnian Serb 
commander, orchestrated a 
shift to all-out warfare hoping 
ot eventually engulf both 
Croatia and Serbia. That 
way. they believe. Mr. 
Milosevic would have to com- 
mit the still-formidable 
Yugoslav army to protect 
them. 

Bosnian Serb leaders know 
well that the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian army is better than it 
used to be; that NATO is 
pressing a harder line against 
them; and that their foes are 
likely to get more, better 
weapons with the U.S. deci- 
sion to stop enforcing an in- 
ternational arms embargo 
against the Sarajevo govern- 
ment. 

They are in a race against 
time. Bosnian Serbs 
announced Sunday that they 
had recaptured all the terri- 
tory taken by the Bosnian 
Army's 5th Corps in a sur- 
prise offensive out of Bihac 
last month. 

That could have satisfied 
them, but on Monday they 
kept attacking. 

A Bosnian Serb military 
officer who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity said Serbs 
in Bosnia and Croatia knew 
they had to stick together or 
they would “cease to exist.” 

Mr. Mladic’s logic was 
easily acceptable to the Croa- 
tian Serbs. 


Their only link to the out- 
side world is' through Bosnian 
Serb-held territory and they 
fear Mr. Milosevic will aban- 
don them, too. 

Croatia, meanwhile, has 
been threatening to retake 
territory occupied by its Serb 
minority since 1991, and has 
greatly strengthened its 
arsenal of weapons. 

“If the international com- 
munity decides to help defeat 
the_ Crotian Serb republic 
militarily. Yugoslavia must 
come to our assistance,” said 
Borislav Mikelic, a leader of 
Croatian Serbs. 

The leader of the Croatian 
Serbs’ self-proclaimed repub- 
lic, Milan Martic, said Satur- 
day his forces would respond 
to any attack by the interna- 
tional community. 

That would destabilise 
Croatia, where thousands of 
peacekeepers were inserted 
between Serb and Croat lines 
after the six-month war in 
1991 ended. 

Monday also was the dead- 
line given by Croatian Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman for 
Croatian Serbs to accept a 
deal to resume economic con- 
tacts. That agreement was 
seen as a first step towards 
reintegrating Serb-held terri- 
tory. 

But the Serbs rejected it. 

Croatian Foreign Minister 
Mate Granic described the 
NATO airstrike as a “pivotal 
event” that showed the inter- 
national community ‘now 
understands that Serbs in 
Croatia and Bosnia are work- 
ing together. 


By Found Ktaalafat 

THE NEW generation of 
Jordanians is becoming 
aware of facts that are diffe- 
rent from the facts known 
by their parents. These 
different facts are repre- 
sented mainly by: the high- 
er tone of the democratic 
discourse; the acceptance of 



The aggressive appeals 
j. against Israel as well as the 
termination of boycott' 
therewith which is being re- 
placed by economic coop- 
eration; the expansion of 
economic liberalisation; the 
new openness towards the 
West in general and the 
Americans in particular; 
attention to local concerns 
and affairs at the expense of 
passionate feelings of pat- 
riotism; and the expansion 
of individual freedoms and 
legal rights. 

Necessarily, the mode of 
thought by the new genera- 
tion will be different from 
that of older generations 
due to the different status 
they face and to effects of 
the information media. 

New faces will be seen on 
the political and cultural 
front. These will be holding 
factual-pragmatic views of 
things. A new logic will 
dominate the coming 
phase. 

The present mode gov- 
erning thought and be- 
haviour will gradually dis- 
appear. There will be much 
faster progress which will 
quicken the pace towards 
Western-style modernisa- 
tion in every way is possi- 
ble. 

The new generation will 
be less conservative in its 


outlook towards the Wes 
and Israel. However, they 
will be less romantic. Tift 
will pay more attention 
their objectives. This m 
that the common langu 
that will be used in 
Israeli-Jordanian and tkj 
Jordanian-Western dii- 
logues will be full of tang- 
ble concepts and will 
more specific in- establish 
its -targetSi 

But the following ques- 
tions will be asked: “Whs 
in specific do you want from 
us? What can you offer iu- 
The predominant value in 
any dialogue will be clariiy. 

Respect of cultural rivfli- 
rational privacy wilLatw 
remain to be an impuRM 
element of dialogue though 
not immediately. 

To the contrary of wba 
we may think, this genera- 
tion coming to the political, 
social, economic and cultu- 
ral from will not be easy to 
deal with. It is a generation 
which masters the art of 
dialogue and initiative. It is 
a generation which will 
know what it wants. It is a 
generation th3t will fight for 
what it wants and not 
accept anything below Uk 
minimum level of its re- 
quirements. 

Should any of us forget 
this or tend to ignore it. be 
will never know' how Jordan 
will be like at the beginning 
of the twenty-first century- 

The writer is a former depu- 
ty and member of the M us- 
Hm Brotherhood Move- 
ment. Currently . he is ph 3* 

ident of the Amman-based 

” Rum Foundation for Stu- 
dies and Publications. " He 
contributed the above arti- 
cle to the Jordan Times. 
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By Mohammad Mashariqa 




Jordanians have been accustomed to hearing ambi- 
guous terms at times of political tension, which most 
often sounded ridiculous if translated into other 
languages. “ Pubhc interest ”, ‘fed lines”, “rational- 
ity ana allegiance” are but examples of such terms. 

'One could, for example, hear some describing as 
“irrational” a dialogue between a Jordanian 
nationalist and a proponent of peace with Israel or 
could hear some [people describing government 
economic and security practices as Irrational even 
though they could be conducted in the country's best 
interest . 

Arab intellectuals have been accustomed out of 

fear — to being silent and not criticising excesses or 
violations of rules of “whimsical actions” on the part 
of the Arab governments, simply because critfczsxn of 
governments entails a heavy toll; and they are 
normally advised “ hot to trespass the red lines.” 

No genius or astrologer in the Arab World could 
ever set the “red lines that should not be crossed ” for 
the sake of safeguarding “ public interest”, and most 
of the Arab governments lack actual national politic- 
al or cultural strategies which could serve as criteria 
to be measured by. 

Only leaders of the Arab countries have been 
assuming the role of changing policies or abrogating 

m m 


existing strategies overnight — of course in the best 
public interest — although ordinary people can not 
realise by themselves the wisdom behind the change, 
no matter how high was the level of their cultural or 
scientific knowledge or experience. 

Political sociology interprets the term “ rationality ” 
as openness to and having the capacity to understand 
other people’s views and ideas and accepting differ- 
ences of opinions, and rationally arguing against 
them. 




* Rationality ” does not mean consensus and agree- 
ment on a swgle view. Rationality indeed implies 
opposition of consensus and helps open the way for a 
brighter political future. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 


I must point out that our cultural and political life 
these days is shrouded with anxiety and confusion, 
despite the occasional outward appearances of stabil- 
ity and tranquility, and in my view, this is largely due 
to the manifestations of intolerance and narrow 
mindedness displayed by certain groups, individuals 
or governments vis-a-vis the other people’s views. 
Simply put, intellectuals are afiaid to openly express 
their different views. 

Political parties which have for years built on 
convictions and ideologies, which considered Israel 


as a Zionist, racist state, should dose the tiles 
pertaining to the Arab-lsraeli struggle once Arab 
renaissance has achieved a rebirth, and the nation 
has regained its intrinsic power. 

These parties are not allowed to consider political 
settlement with Israel (concluded during a point of 
weakness) as a kind of treason. 

In the view of Arab governments, criticism of such 
settlements is tantamount to “crossing the red line”. 

The state has adopted its own absolute and 
uncontested dogmas and invented special terms for 
their descriptions, terms seldom found in any 
part of the civilised world. Among these we can find 
such terms as “ weak allegiance” or “in the govern- 
ment’s judgment”. 

Whenever an intellectual declares his allegiance to 
the homeland and society rather than to the govern- 
ment and its views or policies, be is normally accused 
of being an agent working for others or even an 
apostate and subsequently deserves punishment. 

" It is often felt as if the intellectuals owe their- 
freedom and even their survival to the “generous 
state” which in return demands their absolute loyalty 

and obedience. 

■ 

The message is clear and aimed at imposing on the 
intellectuals a constant feeling of guilt and 
apprehension. 

The least that can be said here is that no creative 
political, cultural or artistic work can be born or 


in such an environment. 

One should examine the lessons of history which 
teaches us that a playwright or an artist is more 
important than scores of government officials whose 
names are seldom mentioned in history books. Only 
great thinkers, inventors and intellectuals are immor- 
talised in the memory of their nations. 

Arab regimes have always found a pretext in 
“Israel’s threat” to the Arab Nation to justify the 
absence of democracy and freedoms, and even to 
justify the la ilure of development schemes. 

When the idea of “Israel’s threat” weakened, 
these regimes invented the so-called internal dangers 
and threats stemming from the existence of Islamic 
fundamentalism or the presence of. “some irrational 
and extremist forces. ” 

Over the past four decades, Arab regimes created 
what was known as security and political emergency 
rules but in the peace treaty era and the end of the 
external threats of war, the time has come for these 
regimes to remove all symbols or manifestations of 
' tension : — — 

The time has come for opening the political file 
since independence day so that people can restudy its 
contents in an atmosphere of freedom. 

Societies can only grow, prosper and achieve 
stability on sound principles; and indeed, we are in 
need of a comprehensive revision of every aspect of 
our life so that our development can progress in a 
balanced and natural manner. 
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Contrary to what may be said in some circles , the 
selection of “bom dipiomat” Marwan Muasher to the 
Kingdom's first ambassador to Israel came about via 
a process of considerations on several sides that was 
less than ladle. 

Dr. Muasher returned home less than a year ago 
a£&r a highly successful tenure as director of the 
Jordan Information Bureau in Washington intending 
tdaod only jnecenrly finally succeeding at taking the 
A of the family business. He also planned to run 
“ ~ lament in 1997. 

ly interspersed over the period between 
and Oct. 26 were his responsibilities and 
itinent to contributing, to the continuum of the 
process as spokesperson for^ the Jordanian 
i legation . Mission accomplished the former compu- 
ter scientist thought he could settle down to his two 
ambitions. 

There was of course no question that his name was 
being floated among about eight others as a candi- 
date for the fjost of envoy to Tel Aviv , and as such, 
discussions among politicians , officials, academi- 
cians , the media and observers inevitably included a 
sharing of the positions on the placing of a Christian 
in that seat For the most part, and certainly without 
any intent of sectarianism , much less disloyalty , most 
Christian intellectuals tended towards appointing a 
member of Jordan's large Muslim tribes to head the 
first Jordanian embassy in Israel, primarily because 
they believed that a fellow Muslim would be more 
likely to succeed in assuaging the criticism of extrem- 
ists towards the entire peace movement. 

Still, the choice of Dr. Muasher may be a signal of 
things to come , continue some of these observers — 
the move towards bright, young . progressive indi- 
viduals who have much to offer and contribute in the 
new era. 

Although the decision on his appointment could 
not have been smooth sailing, in the end , pundits say , 
it must be read as one that recognises professional 
and personal integrity. 

The Israelis, for the’/r part , reacted well to the news 
of Dr. Muasher’s selection for the part. On its front 
page Wednesday , the English-language Jerusalem 
Post newspaper carried a story on the appointment 
by one of its leading reporters. David Makovsky. 
“An Israeli diplomatic source attributed Muasher’s 
selection to his close ties with Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali ” Mr. Makovsky wrote. “In the after- 
math of the 1991 Madrid peace conference, he 
became accessible to Israeli journalists, becoming 
highly regarded for his polished, non-polemical 
approach towards the peace talks. ” 

“He is one of the brightest guys I have met, '' Mr. 
Makovsky quoted Yossi Gal. the Israeli spokesman 
for the peace talks, as saying. “I've known him since 
Madrid. It is a very good choice. ” 

It is a fact that few who have witnessed Dr. 
Muasher’s performance in Washington and in dealing 
with Israeli officials, politicians and the press would 
question his capabilities. But no matter how Jorda- 
nians and Israelis feel about his appointment, the fact 
remains that the new career move would entail 
moving trouble for Dr. Muasher and his family. For 
comments on that, you need only ask his wife Lynne , 
who could not wait to come home and settle back in 
Jordan towards the end of the first foreign assign- 
ment in Washington. 


APPROPRIATE DESCRIPTION: Sheikha Rasha 
Sabbah, an influential relative of Kuwait’s emir , 
Sheikh Jaber Sabbah , was officially in Amman to 
attend a UNESCO-sponsored meeting, held in coop- 
eration with the Ministry of Higher Education , of the 
regional committee concerned with implementing the 
special agreement of recognising studies and scien- 
tific degrees of higher education in Arab countries. 
But unofficially, we. were told, she also played a 
low-profile , behind-the-scenes role to see what she 
could achieve to help mend fences between her 
country and Jordan. Sheikha Rasha, who is a 
professor of comparative literature, was said to have 
met His Majesty King Hussein at a private afternoon 
function hosted by Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma. Described by Jordanians who knew her 
personally in Kuwait as a circumspect and candid, 
individual , Dr. Rasha was said to have exchanged 
ideas' with 'the King on how to return the region to 
one of benevolent relations and mutually benefiting 
progress. Dr. Rasha took time beyond the full 
schedule of the U.N. -sponsored meetings to meet 
with senior officials here as well as former Jordanian 
assodafes and friends who had resided in Kuwait 
prior to the Gulf crisis, to share views and sugges- 
tions on restoring solidarity between Jordan and 
Kuwait. Some who met with the professor said 
discussions included the importance of exchanging 
ambassadors , particularly in light of the scheduled 
exchange of the first ambassadors between Jordan 
and Israel. They said that they concluded their 
discussions with a pledge to swiftly work to amelio- 
rate what Dr. Rasha was said to call a “misunder- 
standing. ” 


PROMPT RESPONSE TO DIPLOMACY: When it 
comes to the country’s security apparatus, however, 
it would appear, rightly or wrongly , that there is no 
room for an exchange of opinion, much less diploma- 
cy. Note the experience of one Western envoy. The 
beef-up' of security since the signing of the peace 
treaty, he admitted, did not sit well with him. Feeling 
the armed personnel and ominous looking vehicles 
appeared more threatening than comforting , the 
diplomat said he telephoned and complained to one 
of the official agencies, that all the security trappings 
around his embassy were “simply unnecessary, ” and 
he would prefer to see them removed. At that, the 
security official on the other end of the line told the 
ambassador, "Thank you for your note , Sir. But we 
are better able to assess security needs than you are. ” 


FROM POLITICS TO NATURE: While the gift of 
tact is lost on many , not so with Senator and former 
Foreign Minbter Kamel Abu Jaber , who charmed 
the international press through the trying months of 
the Gulf crisis and on to the Middle East peace 
conference in Madrid as head of the joint Jordanian - 
Palestinian delegation.-. Now Dr. Abu Jaber has put 
on an additional cap with his appointment as an 
honorary member and special adviser to the World 
Environmental Movement for Africa (WEMFA). 
According to WEMFA. proposed members of its 
advisory board include former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter, former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
Prince Charles (the Prince of Wales), former Nige- 
rian head of state General Olusegun Obasanjo. and 
former Tanzanian President Mwalimu Julius N. 
Nyerere. For Dr. Abu Jaber. a professor of con tem- 
porary Arab history, the appointment comes at a 
time when he can afford to take time from the politics 
of foreign affairs to the politics of nature . 


AFTER PEACE, THE AD BLUNDERS: No sooner 
had Jordanian and Israeli En glish dailies Sunday 
quoted Daoud Qutob of Diana Tours in Amman 
complaining about the inequity of the issuance of 
tourist visas between the two countries , than Reuter 
sent a dispatch from Israel saying that visas were now 
being issued to Jordanian tourists. So swift was the 
turn of events, that Qutob had not even had the 
chance to see himself quoted. But with that obstacle 
apparently out of the way, tourist agents in Jordan 
can now move forward with their promotion of 
package deals to Israel, albeit not without some 
advertising pitfaUs. 

Take for example, the very same Diana Tours. 
Eager to get the Oow of tourism streaming to Israel, 
the agency found itself in a position of apologising for 
a recent blander in which an advertisement it placed 
in one Arabic daily said that tours to Israel included 
the Golan. '.I../:. ! 

AI Fubeis Travel and Tbunsm'in Abdali placed an 
adinAl Ra’i announcing that its tours to' Israel and 
the West Bank included stops at such holy sites as the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the Wailing Wall. 
But before jumping to the conclusion that the agency 
was trying to appeal to the religious, and just 
happened to miss one glaring fact which requires no 
census-taking, the tour agency told the Jordan Times 
that the addition of the Wailing Wall to the 
announcement was an error made by its advertising 
agent. An A1 Fuheis Travel and Tourism representa- 
tive said that his agency promptly took out another 
advertisement space to correct the error. 

LET’S GO KOSHER: Turning to tourism towards 
this direction, most observers agree that the econo- 
mic benefits of Israeli tourism to Jordan are expected 
to be felt in the pockets of all sectors of this industry, 
which is said to be the mother lode of Jordan’s 
foreign currency earnings ■ But not so fast, caution 
those on the receiving end. Tyche Tours, a travel and 
tour agency in Amman, said vendors in southern 
villages are complaining of few sales to Israeli 
tourists. The vendors, according to Tyche agents , 
claim that these tourists come with their own supplies 
of food and beverages and whatever else they might 
need for their stay . But a hotel sales manager with 
experience in Amman and Aqaba, and who has been 
to Eilat, cautions against “ building negative public 
opinion against them (Israeli tourists). He said there 
are some valid possibilities why Israelis would choose 
to haul along their own food supplies. One such 
reason, he suggests, is that the more religious Jews 
coming from Israel abide by strict dietary (Kosher) 
laws and therefore , not being aware of what is or is 
not available here in Jordan, they are probably more 
at ease with their own goods. 

Also, he said, Jordanians should not conclude that 
the practice is necessarily a cost-cutting measure 
either, because be added, one litre of water in EOat is 
2 shekels (JD 0.500) whereas in Jordan it is only JD 
0.250. Other than the religious connection, the 
hotelier recommends looking into other reasons and 
trying a little mutual understanding of each other. In 
fact we learned that a solution has been found to the 
messy food business between the two sides. Israeli 
tourists crossing into Jordan Monday were told that 
they were allowed to take no food across the border 
from now on. For reasons unbe known to the Israelis , 
“the Jordanian authorities have banned such prac- 
tice” starting that very day. 

ACCOMMODATIONS TO ACCOMMODATE: One 
hotel in Amman , whose management must be 
smiling these days because of a recent arrangement 


with Parliament is the Amra. Over at the Lower 
House it is no secret that for years deputies from 
districts outside Amman have sought a solution to 
the difficulties of commuting between their consti- 
tuency base and the Parliament House in the capital. 
To the rescue came the government. It was reported 
that the Cabinet approved three nights a week free 
stay at the Amra Hotel in Amman ’s Sixth Circle area 
for deputies residing outside Amman , for services 
rendered. But Manager of Deputies' Affairs Ah A1 
Husban told the Jordan Times that the hotel bill was 
not to be picked up by the government but by 
Parhament and that the benefit to the deputies was 
not selective but applied across the board. Husban 
said, the offer is for a substantial discount in room 
rates at the Amra Hotel f. 1 ' any deputies wishing to 
spend a maximum of three m'ghtst per week there 




rse’deputies taking 'advantage of this facility are 
aired to submit related bids to Parliament, he 
fded. Asked why deputies who reside in Amman 
would want to spend nights at a hotel in the same 
dty, one Parliament official just laughed. 

CLEAN BILL OF HEALTH: And making the news 
again, Daoud Hanania, leading cardiologist and 
heart surgepn , was, himself, discharged from the 
newly-inaugurated Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery, where he happens to be the director, 
after a three-day stay. Doctors there said Dr. 
Hanania, who has treated and operated on countless 
cardiac patients, was admitted suffering from chest 
pains. They kept him under observation, they said, in 
the cardiac care unit (CCU) and determined that he 
just needed some rest as he had been under stress 
with the opening of his new medical centre and all 
that comes with such an enormous project. Dr. 
Hanania’s staff, who must have been on particular 
alert while treating their boss , said he left with a 
clean bill of health. 


VINTAGE *94 : It’s mid-November and that means 
the French are uncorking this year’s cast of Beau- 
jolais Nouveau. Competing in the hospitality indus- 
try arena this week the Hotel InterContinental 
Jordan and the Marriott Hotel offered up events to 
mark the occasion. At the Amman Marriott, a 
reception sponsored by the French embassy and Air 
France was an invitation-only affair. At the Inter- 
.Continental Calvet wines, Alahilia-Abela Super- 
store, Royal Jordanian (RJ) and the French embassy 
sponsored a “buffet with a French twist.” The 
opening event was attended by business profession- 
als, travel and tour agents, the media and others who 
were received by the hotel’s general manager, 
Shawki Ayoub and Abela Superstore representative 
Antoine Faghali. Also in attendance were French 
Ambassador Bernard Bajolet, Lebanese Ambassa- 
dor William Habib, brother of AFP correspondent 
Randa Habib, Regional Manager of Albert Abela / 
Jordan Raymond Malouf and members of the French 
community in Jordan. Guests raved about the food, 
and said they were happy with the generous flow of 
beverages. Unfortunately we heard nothing this year 
about British embassy political officer and closet 
Francophile Mark LeGoy, sporting his favourite 
French beret and throwing his own, annual private 
Beaujolais bash. We suspect that as his tenure here 
ends next month, importing cases of the fine grape 
was the least of bis worries. 

Jennifer Hamameh 
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Traditional Kanak dances become public to save tradition 
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IfiOUMEA (AFP) — Tra- 
ditional Kanak dances, 
91 onoe the domain of tribal 
ti ritual, are increasingly 
tgoing public in New Cale- 
donia as dancers and tribal 
w elders struggle to preserve 
then- ancient traditions. 

A major festival this 
uf weekend in Touho, 330 
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dans. 

“Each dance is a part of 
a clan, which passed it on 
as its heritage, ” said Pier- 
re Poanoui, one of the 
organisers of the festival. 

“They are stories for a 
society that did not have 
writing. They tell of war, 
alliances, fishing and the 
growing of yams. 
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» Awfli ooKtrcs (200 miles) out 
. • #r^of die capital, attracted 
”mare than 3,000 specra- 
Jots fyr an open-air dance 

j ^Performance that included uS . 

• „ “ dancers and musi - through dreams, he said. 


“ Others are the passing 
on of myths transmitted to 
our ancestors 


The dancers , who are 
usually males with painted 
faces and bodies , wear 
skirts, leggings, belts and 
crown fashioned entirely 
from plants. Rattles made 
with dried fruit attached 
ro their ankles accentuate 
the rhythm of the dancers, 
moving across the vast 
lawn. 

The orchestra is com- 
prised of drummers beat- 
ing away at drums made 
from tree trunks, rapping 
bamboo poles on the 


ground, and shaking bun- 
dles of leaves while the 
women sing. 

Among the dances pre- 
sented recently, were 
several rarely performed 
routines — including one 
by the Keieduru group, 
which had not been seen 
since 1981 , when the tribe 
performed the dance in 
honour of a new chief. 

Also performed was the 
Sodi — or virile fertility — 
dance from the island of 


Belep, a dance so sugges- 
tive that it was banned for 
a long time by the church. 

“Opportunities for tra- 
ditional dances are be- 
coming increasingly rare, 
we have to revive these 
cultural events in order for 
the youth to carry the 
torch, ” Mr. Poanoui said. 

As a result, the mod- 
ernisation of the dance 
performances and greater 
access to the dances were 
necessary to preserve the 
existence of this heritage. 


he said. 

But he added that de- 
spite modernisation , dan- 
cers still had to engage in a 
long process of prepara- 
tion before each perform- 
ance, including the taking 
of herbal medicine and 
several days of abstinence. 

The modernisation ■ of 
the dance rituals has been 
accepted by men such as 
Edouard Aramoto , the 
“owner” of a dance per- 
formed by the Tchamba 


tribe that represents the 
signing of a series of 
alliances to avoid the 
onslaught of war. 

Mr. Aramoto was 
taugjbt the dance by his 
grandfather , and is in the 
process of passing the 
knowledge onto his son. 

Today he watches as the 
previously guarded riann** 

unfold before crowds of 
spectators sprawled on the 
grass, armed with camer- 
as. 


Many young Kana 
eager to participate 
aspect of their h 
but maintaining 
identity has been 1 
as most young peop 
forced to pursue the 
dies in the capital. 

Tribal elders an 
aware that the youtl 



interests 
dances ca 
become a 
folklore. 
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An early retrospective 



WSflBV&fRR 

o wiMfioaiarifiDniijx a, vi .imiMFliUl i¥ 


By Jean-CEavde Elias 

Retrospectives usually come after either long series 
of events or a long period of time. In the world of 
Information Technology (IT), and considering the 
speed at which improvements are being regularly 
introduced, two years can easily be considered as a 
long time, relatively speaking. ^ 

Chip Talk is just two years old this month. TheBrst 
column appeared in November 1992. Browsing 
through the one hundred articles that were written 
since then , I estimate that approximately one third of 
the stories were about new computer features 
(whether hardware or software), one third was about 
general concepts and the last third about die speed of 
change itself. 

In the last two years new standards have emerged 
in Personal Computing (PC), and what used to be 
considered as luxury or very advanced has become 
standard or common. Major software programmes 
that were good but probably not as good as others 
have disappeared, while the most successful are now 
household names. 

In 1992 a PC user was proud to say that his 
machine was equipped with 2 MB (2 million charac- 
ters) of RAM memory. Currently, the acceptable 
RAM size is 8 MB at least. Hard disks average 
capacity was 80 MB; now 400 MB is the standard. 
Laser printers were only seen in corporate offices two 
years ago. Now they are commonly found in every 
place. 

Notebooks — these amazing portable computers, 
the size of an A4 paper sheet — combine the power 
of any regular size, desk top PC, with razor sharp 


chip talk 



colour displays. Naturally, prices also went down 
drastically. 

Perhaps the most important recent change is the 
adoption, by the overwhelming majority of users , of 
Microsoft Windows operating system. The power 
and the ease of use of Windows have certainly done 
more than any other piece of software to win millions 
of users the world over, changing their computer- 
phobia to computer-love. No wonder that Bill Gates, 
Microsoft founder and chairman was able to recently 
acquire an original Leonardo Da Vinci manuscript at 
about $30 million . 

It specialists analyse the past years in order to try 
and extrapolate the future of computing. No study, 
however professional and well-documented, could 
really predict what may happen in the near future. 
We cannot foresee how PCs would be, even by the 
year 2000 which is only six years from now. To 
paraphrase Robert Zimmerman (now that it is legal), 
better known as Bob Dylan, “ the answer is Wowing 
in the wind 


Cartoon culture 
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By Samer Gbaieb Bagaeen 

We read cartoon news in the tabloids every day. We 
also watch cartoon news and see tragedy reduced to 
soundbites. We head for the hi-fi. Techno pop. 
cartoon music: Insistent beat and repetitive lyrics — 
“Here’s no limit, no, no. no, no, no, no, there's no 
limit." No, no, no. answers to our unease. We 
stagger off to the video store and fixate on The Mask. 

The Mask is a movie about a timid bank clerk who 
loves cartoons and becomes a cartoon and is liber- 
ated by becoming a cartoon. The star of the movie js 
also the man of the moment , a nobody suddenly 
elevated to the $9 million salary bracket for simply 
finishing off what the special effects had begun — the 
evolution from animated human to human anima- 
tion. 

This is the message of The Mask: That we are a 
cartoon culture, that we want to escape from reality 
to virtual reality, the gateway to the cartoon world. 
And if we can *f do that, then we will invite that world 
into ours. Computer games, CD-ROM (Compact 
Disc Read Only Memory), CD-I (Compact Disc 
Interactive)... it and us coming together — call ir 
interactive. 

The technology is complicated but what it carries 
isn't: Entertainment that has to be mass-market 
moronic in order to pave the technology's way. 
Everything gets simpler, gets to be about distractions 
aimed at children. 

Only now, of course . adults are into the cartoon 
culture too , which makes a son of sense. Taking 
flight to Toon Town — be it electronic or computer- 


generated — is a regressive retreat from a reaction- 
ary existence to a magical universe where goodness 
and love and all the tired old certainties still rule. 

Hence the revival of Disney animation: Beauty 
And The Beast. Aladdin... However, as demons- 
trated in Who Framed Roger Rabbit. Toon Town is a 
dangerous place for mortals: its craziness eventually 
steals good sense. Adults know that bones break, not 
bend, and that we can 7 run on air. The cartoon world 
seductively insists otherwise, which is why the bor- 
ders are best left up. But now the borders are 
breached. -We have already had The Lawnmower 
Man.' with the title character yearning to merge with 
a world of virtual reality. In this world you become 
the fantasy figure, and have the control over your 
environment you lack in life. No wonder we crave for 
the cartoon 

But as we become more like them, they become 
more like us: cartoons talk more than they used to. 
They hurt and cheat and lie and weep more often 
too. as if they were truly flesh and blood. As more 
' cartoons are being made to bleed just like people, we 
can expect more people to behave just like cartoons. 
We are being propelled faster and faster by a 
technology which is diverting us for profit. We do not 
have the time anymore to think or formulate adult 
opinion, to realise that we are grown-ups and that to 
be grown up is to be unsure 

Some days it feels as if theme-parks being built 
inside our heads, with plenty of room for cartoon 
religion (fundamentalism), cartoon values (PC or 
political correctness) and cartoon creativity. 

Many thanks to John X. Lyttle for the inspiration. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By 


Shuqair 








TIME FOR RIB TICKLING READING 

NICKNAMES 

ft They call bet BOTTLENECK: If a fellow opens a 
bottle, she is ready to neck. ■ 

ft (They call her CRYSTAL: She’s always on the 
watch, and gives you a glassy stare. 

ft They call her ICE CREAM: She's sweet and cold L 

ft They call him MIRACLE WORKER: It's a 
miracle when he works. 

ft They call him PHOTOGRAPHER: When he is 
with a girl, he puts out the light. The idea is to see 
what develops. 

ft They call him RIVER: The biggest part of him is 
his mouth. 

LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

Familiar Expressions 

— Forgive him for my sake. 

.ftimehfl wfa aid khatri. 

— Remember you ate my salt. 

Tazakkar *• malm alratia ma V khnhzao vMbS’ASB. 
— TD serve you out. Sawth antakhno minka. 

— This is very sensible. Haza ma’qooljiddan 

— Send him in. Ad’kbU *bo 

— Send him away. Othrod ’ho. 

— TU do as you say. Sawfa aFalma taqool. 

— Be seated. Tafaddal bel-juloos. 

— Wait and see. Intazir batta tans. 

— Til see you home. Sawfa as’haboka ebU-manzil. 
— What a scintillating talk. 

Ya John min Judith shay*yek- 

INVITATION TO LAUGHTER 

ft PATIENT: Tve spent 80% of my life savings 
on "doctors. ” 

DOCTOR: “Why didn’t you come to me earlier?” 


ft TEACHER: “ What's the best way to keep milk 
from going sour V* 

STUDENT: “Leave it in the cow. ” 

ft ft ft 

ft FATHER: “ How are you doing in your 
school?” 

SON: ‘This is not fair, dad. I never ask you how 
you are doing in your office!'’ 

ft ft ft 

ft After finishing target practice, two soldiers were 
sent to fetch the targets. When they got there , one of 
the soldiers began to examine them carefully. 

“ What are you /oolong for? The second asked. 
“I want to see which target has more holes for it 
weighs less,” the first answered. 

ft ft ft 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

Law 

1. What is a tort? 

2. What is a misfeasance? 

3. In law, what is an infant? 

4. How did the curfew laws originate? 

5. When a person is commanded to appear at a 
certain place as witness, what does he receive? 

ft ft ft 

PER PLEXI TIES 

A) Rearrange and underline which of these is not a 
make of car. 

ROFD - RAGUNDAY - 7EYLENB - METOC - 
TASF. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 
WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Now. 2d 

730 N.B.A 

830 The Road To Avonlea 

Proof Of The Pudding 

Sara and her cousins are left “home alone” with 
only Felicity in charge and create total chaos until the 
adults return home. 

9:10 TeqnSa And Bonetti 
Wonder Dog 

A man steals the protection system bom one of the 
houses to use it in a burglary. Bonetti and bis wonder 
partner get to work at once. 

10 MO News In English 

1020 Wedding Day Blues 

Starring: Barbara Billingsley and Joel Brooks 

The story of a young man, who is a descendant of a 
well-to-do family , and the obstacles he faces in his 
bid to many a down-to-earth lady. 

12M) The Investigator 

By coincidence, police uncover and start to track 
down a network of hired secret agents working for 
another country. 

Friday, Nov. 25 

7t30 Movies , Games, And Videos 

A look at most recent and widely-used computer 
games and movies seen in the U.K. 

8:00 African Skies 

Mountain Man 

When wildlife expert, Jordan Rivera, visits Free- 
dom Ranch for a fundraising function, rumours start 
to czrcuiare that he may not be the good Samaritan he 
claims to be. 

830 You Bet Your Life 

9:10 Heart Of Courage 

A woman is rewarded for helping a neighbour who 
has been harshly attacked and beaten by her hus- 
band. 

10:00 News In English 

. 10:20 Blanche v - 

Blanche turns down a comforraWe marriage offer 
after she decides to pursue her studies in Montreal. 

1125 Never The Twain 
2-Going To Pot 

Simon loses a costly tea service after it slips off his 
hands and crumbles to pieces. 

Saturday, Nov. 26 

730 Harry And The Hendersons 

Whose Forest Is It? 

A hot discussion takes place between the Hender- 
sons and the environmentalists on the issue of 
chopping trees in the wood. 


8:00 Documentary — Innovation 

The Parkinsons Disease 

A look at some medical research on Parkinson's 
disease which spreads mostly among aged people. 
The programme also highlights possible causes, 
methods of treatment, and developing symptoms. 

8:30 Quantum Leap 

Deliver US From Evil 

While trying to save a married couple from 
splitting up, Sam's life gets threatened by another 
leaper-m-time who decides to kill him. 

9:10 Murder She Wrote 
Family Doctor 

After she gets kidnapped, Jessica investigates the 
murder of an old diseased man. 

10:00 News In English 

1030 Feature Film — Miles From Nowhere 

Starring: Rick Schroder & James Farentino 

The story of a little boy who becomes physically 
disabled after having had a car accident. His elder 
brother who feels responsible for the accident tries 
his best to help him recover. 

12:00 Major Dad 

Major Dad decides to adopt children despite his 
kids' disapproval. 

Sunday, Now. 27 

730 Me Hale’s Navy 

The navy join forces in their attempt to find a lost 
boat. 

8:00 The Phantom Horsemen 

A boy disguises himself as an old lady while trying 
to free captives imprisoned by the British soldiers. 

■ 

830 Quantum Leap 

Temptation Eyes 

Sam assumes the character of an old Chinese 
fortuneteller who cooperates with the police in 
trying to nail a notorious criminal. 


9:10 Sherlock Holmes 

Holmes' continuous struggle in his search for the 
original gem. 

10:00 News In English 
1030 Scarlett 

11:10 The Upper Hand 

The Heiress 

A girl flares in anger and decides ro desert her 
mother after she discovers that she was having a love 
affair with another man. 


Monday, Nov. 28 

730 Black Beauty 
Bella Remembers 

Bella T s aunt decides to take her back to England 
after she helps Bella recover her lost memory. 


8:00 


Diner 


Gerald In Love 

After their manager falls in love with one gorgeous 
customer, the employees decide to arrange a set-up 
to ruin this relationship. 

8:30 Quantum Leap 

Black On White On Fire 

Sam gets in a lot of trouble after assuming the 
character of a black man who is in love with a white 
woman. 

9:10 Shades of L.A. 

Detective Michael unveils attempted industrial 
corruption afrer being aided by the apparition of a 
dead pilot. 

1030 News In English 
10:20 Headhunters 

Hall, shaken by the reality of what he has 
effectively caused, begins to reappraise his stricken 
conscience and becomes trapped in the agony of 
self-doubt. 


Tuesday, Nov. 29 

7:30 F.B.L The .Untold Stories 

• r . \ 

■ ' ' Kilt- For Love 

The wife of a prominent J ‘drug smuggler is taken 
into custody after being charged with murder. The 
F.B.I leaps in to find out more about this story. 

8:00 Documentary — World Echo 

8:30 Quantum Leap 
Roberto 

Sam goes back to the year 1982 where be assumes 
the character of a TV reporter who unfolds the 
atrocities of a company involved in manufacturing 
toxic materials. 

9:10 Documentary — Cracking The Code 

Designer Children 

For the first time in history, geneticists can now 
offer a cure for some of the thousands of inhen'fed 
diseases. The documentary also explores the difficult 
persona/, moral and ethical issues. 


10:00 News In 


1030 The House of Eliott 

_ After she decides to get (named to Daniel. Eve 's 

life gets to the worst as she falls victim to opposing 
interests. 

1130 Fly By 1 Sight 


Wednesday, Nov. 30 

7:30 Coach 

My Girl’s Best Friend 

Wt L° ,ries to on an 
Pomona], ty order to avoid public cri- 

8:00 Prism 

Sz30 Quantum Leap 
A Leap For Lisa 

8ani goes back to the vear iq *%7 . L 

9:10 Law And Order 

Prince Of Darkness 

A man and his wife are rm i rrir> raw ■ 
wink celebrating Mother's Dt^wbh thJr’daughber. 

1030 News hi English 

1030 Snowy River 

jj, i . m/s Sav *9e Land 

Matt leaps m to protect * , 

with attempted murder Xv ^ losc wife, charged 

trooper. ^ $ ets tested by a crooked 

11:10 Coming Of Age 

A*'rbein S ZZZltst TheC °° P 

decides to rent a neighbouZZ* 1 * 1 ^P^nts, Cindy 
father s expense, apartment at her 
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Book Review 


Nimr At Aihvan 


fly flocks Ben Zayed AI Uzaizi 

jeners ° f rara ^ OJ danian men of 

r^j-' e seems to cherish a deep admiration for 
tedouJ . n n^teted in tome heroic he- 

oassed offfmmn bOSe wor * Md deeds tradition 
passed on from one generanon to another. This book 

~~ F™“} “ &* characterised as heroism literature 

Z^^ .Vl° f those wel1 ^own Who was 

"f 0 hedoum poet. Mmr was one of the chiefe 

or A/ Adwan tnhe whose domain was AI Balqa’ 
region and South Shuneh in the Jordan valley. It Is a 
strong and famous tribe made even more famous by 
the personahty and fine poetry of chief Nimr Rocks 
took upon himself the bard task of following the life 
of this hero and of collecting and verifying his 
scattered poems, a noble research , which took him 
years to fulfill all it has been realised in a book 
published in 1990. For the first Se7 tr^^oX 
comprehensive account of Nimr’s fife and poet ry 
came into being. r J 

Though written in a classic manner i.e. purely 
narrative f mentioning a story here and a story there 


and though its chapters are interjoined in an unspeci- 
fic classification, it is — in one way or another —• 
enjoyable to read. At the outset he mentions that 
nineteenth century orientalists got an interest in 
Nimr’s poetry because they found in them gallant 
manners similar to Middle Ages chivalry as well as an 
unprecedented faithfulness of a bedouin to his wife at 
a time when wives bad a very low social status and 
were looked upon more as servants. Just mentioning 
their names or grieving their deparpne would have 
been a sign of weakness inappropriate for a man to 
have. Yet Nimr not only praised his wife's qualities 
■during her life but eternalised her name in such 
beartending verses that are truely very rare in 
literature. 

The Gist orientalist to take interest in Nimr's 
poetry was the Prussian Consul in Damascus in 1860 
Mr. Wetzstein who translated one of his poems to 
German. He was followed by Spoer an American 
orientalist who translated some selective verses. 
Then Professor A. Sittman translated four of bis 
poems and Albert Sousen who collected some of 
Nimr’s poems and included them in his book/ 
Collection of Poems From Centra/ Arabia. 

Uzaizi begins by following the line of ancestry of 
Nimr , drawing meanwhile the tribe's tree, then 
moves to his birtbdate and childhood, mentioning 
that his good looks and intelligence caught the 


attention of a French woman from Jerusalem who 
was paying a visit to his tribe. She beseecbed his 
father in law and his mother to allow her to take him 
with her to Jerusalem in order to get a proper 
education. After spending around five years in 
Jerusalem he pursued his education at AI Azhar 
Mosque in Egypt being thus the fast bedouin in 
Jordan to get an education. 

Uzaizi goes on to describe his youth and how he 
met Wadha and fell in love with her at first sight. 
Ever since Wadha become his wife his whole life was 
centered around bis great love and though be moved 
away from his tribe three times to AI Sakr tribe in 
Beesan and after that to Assardiyya in the eastern 
region and later to Beni Sakhr where he participated 
ip some of the small tribal wars which were common 
in that era and got a fame as a fair and fearless knight 
— he nevertheless, had to return to his tribal domain 
and live the rest of his days with his tribe. The turning 
point in his life was Wadha "s death while he was away 
on one of his trips to Palestine. He lamented bitterly 
bis beloved wife’s death to the end of life and 
expressed his lamentations in eternal verses that 
echoed through the desert of Jordan, Syria, Iraq and 
Arabia. 

Thanks to the dedication and sincere effort of 
Rocks AI Uzaizi , our generation is able , after almost 
two hundred years , to enjoy reading that great poet 


and knight. 

Here are some example s of his reminiscences and 
elegy for his deceased wife: 


If I come with angry heart she calms me down 
As would a compassionate mother lull her child 


& & Hr 


I complain from a heart that melts away 
Even if it were hard as a caidoban stone 
It melts as wax in the heat of sun 
The ecstasy of love bums my soul 


HrHrA- 


When a light of dawn appears the night popps in 
I wail as a babe at time of weaning 
Oh (Ikab) if wailing cures sicknesses 
I would look as someone with sleek bones 
I would cry on top of the mountain: Oh Knights 
And plunge my chain in my lance as a mark \ 
A lady chosen by the frowning death ! 

Left us as if asleep with dazzling beauty. 


(Ikab is the name of his son) 




mmad 


By Chris Hedges 


CAIRO — Naguib 
Mahfouz, a Nobel Prize- 
winning author, has been 
dragged from his hospital 
bed into a debare about 
religion , freedom of ex- 
pression and the inter- 
pretation of a novel he 
wrote that was banned in 
Egypt for 35 years. 

■ The ailing 82-year-old 
author, a critic of the gov- 
ernment of President Hos- 
ni Mubarak as well as of 
the Islamic movement 
vying for power in Egypt, 
was stabbed in the neck by 
an Islamic militant outside 
his home on Oct. 14. 

His health remains pre- 
carious, and his wife and 
two daughters have prohi- 
bited interviews, and 
as ked friends to limit their 
visits. 

“The attack has been 
horrible for him , psycho- 
logically and physically 
said Tawfik Saleh, a 
friend. "He is very bad, 
like a flower starring ro 
wither. Every day finds 
him weaker 

Shortly after the attack. 
Minister of Information 
Sa/wat Sherif appeared at 
Mahfouz's bed in the in- 
tensive care unit. The 
minister, with state-run 


Mahfouz caught in middle of Egypt’s strife 


television in tow, declared 
the author the conscience 
of the Arab World. 

Mr. Sherif said that the 
government did not sup- 
port a ban on any of his 
works, thus abruptly en- 
ding the prohibition on 
The Children of Gebela- 
wi. Officials at AI Azhar 
University, Egypt's high- 
est religious authority, 
had denounced the work, 
written in 1959, as heretic- 
al. The novel appeared in 
installments in AI Ahram, 
the government daily in 
1959, but was never pub- 
lished or sold again in 
Egypt until last week. 

. Ma hfouz always 
accepted the ban with 
equanimity, saying that 
although his critics had 
misinterpreted the book , 
Egypt had 44 more impor- 
tant things facing its socie- 
ty " than whether Children 
Of Gebelawi should be 
sold. 

After the announce- 
ment by "the minister, and 
a rush by newspapers to 
serialise the work* he 
asked that publication 
“come ar a later time." 

“Th/s issue is diverting 
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Naguib Mahfouz baforo be was hospitalised in a stabbing 


attention from a crime 
against my life to whether 
this novel is, or is not. 
against religion 
Mahfouz said. "If some- 
one has a preconception 
that I have written a book 
against religion, this pre- 
conception will influence 
how they interpret the 
book. ” 

But his request was 
ignored. And Mahfouz 
has found himself an un- 


witing ally in the latest 
government campaign 
against the Islamic mili- 
tants. 

The novel describes the 
complex relationship that 
a group of Cairo slum 
dwellers have with God. It 
is filled with allegorical 
characters who resemble 
figures from the Bible and 
the Koran. 

Religious authorities 
said it contained a repre- 


sentation of the Prophet 
Mohammad as a fallible 
man who had simple ideas 
and was a philanderer. 
Mahfouz was also widely 
criticised by Islamic mili- 
tants when he supported 
the 1979 peace accord that 
President Anwar Sadat 
signed with Israel. 


He again ran afoul of 
the militants when he criti- 
cised the death warrant 


issued by Ayatollah 
Ru hoi 1 ah Khomeini of 
Iran against the British 
author Salman Rushdie, 
although Mahfouz said he 
had not read the Rushdie 
novel that provoked the 
threat. The Satanic Verses. 

The reissue of 
Mahfouz's book is ex- 
pected to deepen bis prob- 
lems with the militants. 
And Mohammad Salma- 
wi, a close friend of the 
author, said he consi- 
dered the publication “a 
second assassination 
attempt. " 

Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman, the blind cleric 
currently in prison in the 
United States, accused of 
involvement in a plot to 
blow up several buildings 
in New York and assassin- 
ate political leaders, 
issued a religious, edict in 
1989 that called Mahfouz 
and Rushdie heretics, 
htilitants said at the time 
that they would kill 
Ma hfouz on the 
anniversary of his receiv- 
ing the Nobel Prize, 
which, like the recent 
attack, took place in 
October. 


A immmmmify m hmm&m bmhmm©mT 


The Celestine Prophesy 

By James Redfield 
Copyright © 1993 

First Warner Books Printing March 1994 


As we approach the next millenium, a shift in human 
behaviour, related to modem scientific discoveries 
(specifically in the fields of physics and ecology) 
becomes a timely and necessary step in the evolution 
of mankind. 

Redfield's Celestine Prophesy, which reveals nine 
insights into human life , finds a perfect time to affect 
the genera/ outlook on life in a grabbing account of 
an adventurous journey around the captivating sites 
of the Andes for the purpose of finding an ancient 
manuscript (daring back ro about 600 B.C.). In 
pursuit of this manuscript, a gradual understanding 
of each of its constituent insights is experienced 
sequentially leading to a tremendous transformation 
in thoughts and social conduct as a complete spiritual 
awareness is reached. 


xities of life, which diverted attention from seeking a 
spiritual solution to adjusting well into this material 
world by increasing economic security and utilising 
the Earth's resources. This modem age concern has 
been the focus of human existance up to this point in 
history when awakening is to be consciously under- 
gone for human evolution to proceed. Thus viewing 
culture from this long historical perspective reveals 
this pre-occupation of economic growrh (which has 
polluted our beautiful planet) and shifts men's 
thoughts back to the original guesrion of the true 
purpose of life. 


The first insight predicts that towards the end of 
the 20th century, an increasing number of people 
start taking coincidental occurances seriously and 
relating them to underlying spiritual factors and a 
deeper mvsterious existance. The second insight 
explains these predictions by showing how they tit 
well in a longer historical context , in which _ an 
evolution of thought (especially in Western societies) 
can be followed from around year 1000 to this point 


The third insight presents an exiension of the 
revolutionary works of Einstein (who showed that 
hard matter was mainly composed of empty space) 
and portrays the basic stuff of the universe , including 
human beings , as made of pure energy. Newton's 
laws of gravitation worked well in the age of 
exploration when concrete proof was needed for an 
understanding of natural phenomena , before quan- 
tum physics and the perception of energy marked the 
new era of advancement in thought. In humans, 
energy is increased by appreciation of beauty which 
incorporates a feeling of love, and so elevates their 
level of 4 "vibration . " Naturally , the role of plants in 
establishing energy systems on Earth ties up well with 
their importance in beautifying our planet, and this 
link enhances the value of cultivating nutritionally 
rich and healthy plants to energise life on earth. 


in time. .... , .. 

During the Middle Ages, all thinking and reality 

was directed bv men of religion who had absolute 
power over the minds and who exercised this power 
by being the sole interpreters of Gods rules . The 
people had to follow God's Jaws, rather than the 
opposing forces of the devil . ro guarantee salvation 
which could only be determined by these men of 
religion. 


However these Medieval times ended when the 
men of religion lost their credibility (after centuries 
of their reign over the minds) as they g*y e way to 
their human nature and violated religious rules 
through corruption causing an outbreak of puonc 
rebellion in its fruitful efforts to have a rightful 

personal access to the scriptures. 

The outcome of the collapse of old beliefs man- 
ifested itself in astronomers* proof that, contrapr to 
old ideas, the Earth was nor the centre of the 
universe. So mankind lost its place as the focus 
God's creation, and this gave way to an age of 
exploration and scientific development in search of 

new definitions for life. . 

Unfortunately, these advances in rapabih- 

des and the scientific discoveries of the age c oujdnot^ 
give a full comprehensive explanation of the comple- 


With this objective of gaining energy becoming 
clear, the fourth insight displays human interactions 
as power struggles for control. Failure to view the 
universe as a vast source of natural energy results in 
people's strife to dominate and outwit others (ex- 
tracting their energy) in order to achieve a psycholo- 
gical uplift, which can result in mining relationships 
when individuals involved rely primarily on each 
others’ energy without having an external source. 
The fifth insight then shows that energy-shortage and 
all associated insecurities are overcome during a 
V mystical ” experience in which one feels connected 
to, and an active part of, this universe and everything 
in it. As more and more people live transcient 
instances of these delightful experiences, which to 
some remain as abstract concepts, a key to a new 
source of energy becomes voluntarily attainable. It is 
only then that human evolution cakes the ligut course 
of progression ahead. 


our earliest encounters of human relations dictated 
by the way our parents (orguiders) treat us. Basically 
control dramas form a wide spectrum of behavioural 
attitudes (which are substantially manipulations for 
energy) ranging from aggressive intimidations or 
interrogations to find fault and criticise to passive 
aloofness to stir curiosity or gaining sympathy with 
"poor me" implications'. These control dramas car- 
ried out by all family members become a habit which 
is broken only when it is brought to our conscious- 
ness and fully clarified. Our conduct is a combination 
of these control dramas and a compromise between 
both parents' approach to life. So life will then have 
the purpose of achieving a state of higher conscious- 
ness before “ inner enlightenment ” and progressive 
evolution can flow. 

In the seventh insight, thoughts and dreams are 
viewed as the messages that can guide us forward or 
backward , depending on their positivity or negativ- 
ity. Thus to move on, or leap up to a higher level of 
energy, only positive thoughts must be entertained. 
The relationship between stress and disease is then 
explained in terms of the body suffering when it 
vibrates at a lower level of energy (required by 
negative m thoughts and ideas). 

The eight insight offers a way of dealing with 
others so that more “ messages " are shared, after all 
it is through others that we get answers to all 
questions that mysteriously come to our interest. 

How we approach others determines the rate of 
our own evolution. When we till others with energy . . 
we become replenished and more connected with the 
higher source of infinite supply. In perfect rela- 
tionships, individuals are connected with this source 
and a flow of energy is set up. unlike co-dependent 
relationships, where infinite supplies are cut off. 


Before making this temporary emotion-stirring 
experience of connecting with the higher source of 
energy — which lasts only until encounter with 
someone at a lower level of energy occurs — become 
permanent, faring up to our past 44 control dramas" 
as phrased by the sixth insight, is mandatory. 

As children, we all seek to draw attention, but the 
methods used or the “ scenes " we repeatedly act out 
to get it form pan of a whole "script" we write during 


To be wfiole, every person must have both male 
and female energy, which explains that attraction 
between the sexes — frequently interpreted as 
" falling in love . " When the male and the female start 
relying solely on each other's energy, they are automi 
atically disconnected from the universal supply, and 
then each falls back to his or her control drama for 
more energy and so a conflict arises in the rela- 
tionship. So this one "whole" person (resulting from 
the relationship) faces the problem of having two 
heads, therefore two egos. Perhaps in the past, one 
of the partners, mostly the woman, was able to 
submit her ego to the other, but in this modern age, 
no one is willing to be subservient. Nowadays, we 
must try to complete our own circles before connect- 
ing romantically with another person, by resisting the 
" love at first sight" feeling and undergoing evolution 
separately and independently before special romantic 
relationships can be maintained. Thus the first stage 
of establishing a platonic friendly relationship in 
which individuals open up and reveal themselves to 
each other is certainly recommendable. 


“ Islamic Law calls on 
these people to repent 


Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
said, “ and if they do not , 
they will be killed. If this 
sentence had been passed 
on Naguib Mahfouz when 
he wrote Children Of 
Gebelawi , Salman rushdie 
would have realised that 
he had to stay within cer- 
tain bounds." 

Underground cassette 
tapes distributed by other 
radical clerics , and easily 
availably in Cairo, also 
attack Mahfouz, and other 
Egyptian writers and 
poets, as proponents of a 
foreign ideology that 
seeks to destroy Islam. 

Mahfouz's half-century 
of work, rich in detail, 
usually portrays life in the 
teeming working-class 
neighbourhoods in Cairo. 
His picture of the city has 
beeti compared to Dick- 
en*s London or Zola * s ‘ 
Paris. 

His masterpiece. The 
Cairo Trilogy, follows the 
fortunes of the Abdul 
Gawad family over 27 
years and both world 
wars. The work was writ- 
ten between 1945 and 


1957. ■ 

The author has pub- 
lished nearly 40 novels 
and a dozen collections] of 
stories. * 

A diabetic who suffers 
from failing eyesight apd 
poor hearing, he seldom 
leaves Cairo and lives in a 
modest apartment with his 
wife and two daughters. 
He has repeatedly refused 
offers to police protection, 
despite the death threats. 

The government tips 
been running numerous 
movies and programmes 
based on his novels and 
short stories on televisicip, 
as well as old interviews 
and documentaries about 
his life and work. His con- 
dition is reported in the 
daily news bulletins. 1 
41 Naguib and his book 
are being used in the gov- 
ernment's battle against 
Islamic militants,' Mr. 
Saleh said. 44 Government 
ministers have walked into 
the intensive care unit, 
and hT^^tic^pital ' 5r8&ii, 
with cameiWpnd lights Jo 
film themselves witirnim. 
One day they delayed tiis 
meal for an hour because 
someone from Egyptian 
television had arrived io 
take some more picture^. 
He was furious" — Tlje 
New York Times. 1 


OOK REVIEW 


As for children, they must have access to al 
constant supply of energy (or attention) uncon ^ 
ditionally. People must not take responsibility to, 
more children than they can give enough attention 
to. Otherwise children will become rivals as they start % 
competing for energy with their "siblings", and these* 
dramas will carry' on throughout their lives. 

On group conversations, the insight states that as 
members talk, only one of them will have the most ! 
powerful idea at one point in time, and if the others, 
are alert . they should focus their energy on that 
person so that the idea could come out with greatest 
clarity. Things go wrong when the person talking, 
feels this burst of energy and carries on even after the; 
attention has been shifted to another person's ex-J 
pressioh of a stronger idea. When one monopolises', 
the group , others pull back even when they have a* 
powerful idea , and so the whole group misses out and* 
. eventually fragments. In an ideal group, all expressA 
ions are encouraged so that the flow of energy can be| 
maintained to an elevated level of understanding, j 
The nineth insight finally uncovers the transforma-l 
non in human culture in the next millenium as a\ 
result of conscious evolution. It predicts that humans', 
will voluntarily decrease their populations so that all\ 
can live in the most beautiful and "energetic" places,* 
that will become more widely spreadout as we* 
intentionally allow forests to grow. We will inhabit ; 
these regions that will lie within easy travel distance ; 
from areas of incredible "technological wizardry, \ 
hilly automated and at everyone's disposal". But! 
then "life will have become about something else."* 
However, in order to visualise this new elevated ! 
stage of human existence, the next millenium will] 
have to be lived, just like the other two have been.] 
Whether or not this manuscript’s predictions aree] 
true will have to stand the test of time. But one thing \ 
perfectly true about this marvellous book is that it\ 
definitely creates a more purposeful human direction', 
stirred by emerging thoughts on key-issues of life and ■ 
our spiritual existance that has been so far over-; 
looked in our preoccupation to stabilise our position • 
through economic security. 1 

Perhaps the transformation in thought will create a I 
spiritual understanding that will mean the end of this] 
material living on Earth. The author does not', 
perfectly clarify that point. * 

One thing for sure though is that, as difficult as it] 
may be for us humans to relate to — being trapped by j 
the burdens of our earthly bodies — a spiritual] 
transformation is about acquiring an infinite and ■ 
everlastingly renewable energy supply that litis us up * 
in spirit . beyond the restrictions of the gravitational * 
pull (thus defying Newtonian rules) and into the ■ 
uneasily foreseeable Einsteinian levels of vibration in ! 
which we will feel divine as “ float freely" in our vast] 
universe. • 


Rima Cortbawi 
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Make it again 9 



fall movie season 


sprinkled with remakes 


By Bob Thomas 

The Associated Press 
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.LOS ANGELES — 
Movie mogul Sam Gold- 
■ wyn once said: "Studios 
. -shouldn't remake hit pic- 

• ■tures, they should take 
■' ' Hops and make them bet- 
ter/' 

_ The Goldwyn wisdom 
, Ise/doin bas Seen prac- 
priced. Studios apparently 
■ilibelieve that classic films 
. '\jiever die, they just need 
new exposure. Modernise 
' "and retrofit and they will 
. ‘strike gold once more. 
I* .Only problem: They 
“ \ don 't. 

There are at least five 
remakes entering the 
‘ jgiovie marketplace soon: 
i . — Love Affair. Leo 
McCarey first made it in 
' 1939, then again in 1957 as 

• • An Affair To Remember. 
r The 1994 version with 
^'Warren Beatty and 
^'Annette Bening has 


opened unpromisingly , 
dropping like a rock at the 
box office. 

— Miracle On 34th 
Street. The 1947 film won 
Edmund Gwenn an 
Academy Award. The 
John Hughes-produced 
revival stars Sir Richard 
Attenborough as Kris 
Kringle. 

— Mary Shelley's 
Frankenstein. The man- 
made monster has been in 
movies since 1908 , but 
James Whale's 1931 ver- 
sion created a small indus- 
try of imitators. Kenneth 
Branagh ’s new attempt fe- 
atures Robert De Niro in 
the Boris Karloff role. 


— Little Women. The 
Louisa May Alcott classic 
was filmed memorably by 
RKO in 1933 with Kathar- 
ine Hepburn as the star. 
Less successful was the 
1949 MGM version with 
June Allyson. Winona 


Ryder beads the latest 
film. 

— Jungle Book. Alexan- 
der Korda's 1943 fantasy 
starring Sabu is prized by 
film buffs. Disney made 
an animated version in 
1967, and now is releasing 
a live-action movie with 
Jason Scott Lee and Sam 
Neill. 

Are remarkes a worthy 
enterprise , or do they 
simply .indicate a lack of 
creativity on the part of 
the studios? 

Attenborough, who re- 
turned to acting in Jurassic 
Park , admits that he was 
undecided about attemp- 
ting Miracle On 34th 
Street. So he called Steven 
Spielberg. 

“He said that, in princi- 
ple, remakes are not a 
very good idea," Atten- 
borough recalled. "But 
(‘34th Street ') was such a 
perennial, seen over and 
over again at Christmas, 


there really was justifica- 
tion of bringing it up a 
little closer to the time. 
There are advantages of 
colour and recording and 
putting it into the context 
of television and compu- 
ters , which made easier 
for young people to iden- 
tify with.” 

■ 

Branagh , director and 
star of Frankenstein, said: 
“1 suppose 1 avoid the 
word remake" in the way I 
think about it, because I 
come from the theatre 
into movies, and I've been 
in piles of remakes all the 
way through my theatrical 
career. You're always re- 
doing things. ... 




'So when 1 come to a 
film like Henry V, which 
bad been done spectacu- 
larly before (Sir Laurence 
Olivier won an honorary 
Oscar for acting, produc- 
ing and directing the 1944 
version), or in this case , 


Frankenstein, I regard 
that as a classic , and it has 
spawned classic movies. 
That gives you the license 
to do them again because 
they're for all time and for 
everyone in their classic 
status 

The granddaddy of re- 
makes may be The Three 
Godfathers , which was 
made nine times from 
1909 to 1975. One of the 
most memorable versions 
was John Ford's 1949 
movie starring John 
Wayne. 

Robin Hood is another 
off-told tale. There were 
noteworthy versions with 
Douglas Fairbanks in 1922 
and Errol Flynn in 1939. 
■But the 1991 redo starring 
Kevin Costner was a cri- 
tical flop. 

Perhaps the most suc- 
cessful of remakes is the 
1989 Batman. The saga 
was filmed as a serial in 
1943, then as a 1966 movie 


with Adam West, Burt 
Ward and other cast mem- 
bers from the television 
series. Tim Burton's 1989 
version starred Michael 
Keaton and Jack Nichol- 
son and won an Oscar for 
best art direction. 


Sometimes it helps to 
add music. With Rex Har- 
rison and Irene Dunne, 
Anna And The King Of 
Siam was a fair-sized hit in 
1946. Rodgers and Ham- 
merstein adapted it for the 
musical stage , and 10 
years later The King and I 
with Yul Brynner and De- 
borah Kerr was a solid 


success. 


A Star Is Bom (1937) 
became the classic movie 
about Hollywood, and 
starred Janet Gaynor and 
Frederic March. That 
didn't stop Judy Garland 
from remaking it with- 
songs in 1954 , and Barbra 
Streisand doing the same 


in 1976 with Kns Knstof- 
ferson. 

But history is replete 
with failed remakes. 
Among them: 

— Wuthering Heights: 
1939 classic earned an 
Oscar for Gregg Toland s 
camera work and nomina- 
tions for director William 
Wyler and Olivier. The 
1970 redo starred Timothy 
Dalton and Anna Calder- 
Marsball — and bombed. 

— King Kong: Who 
could forget Fay Wray? 
1976 had Jessica Lange 
with stronger sexual over- 
tones. 

— Born Yesterday: 
Judy Holliday won a 
much-deserved Oscar for 
her comedic talents. Mela- 
nie Griffith paled by com- 
parison in the 1993 flop 
co-starring Don Johnson. 

— Grand Hotel: The 
1932 original starring Gre- 
ta Gabro and John Barrv- 

Oscar. 


a • 


Weekend At The 
Wnlorf. a 1945 redo . 

didn't make the cut. 

The Women: There 

were lots of laughs and 
excellent acting in the 
1939 movie. The Opposite 
Sex in 1956 had music and 
less bite. (Another re- 
make is planned). 

— Stagecoach: The 
1939 original with Claire 
Trevor and John Wayne 
became a classic, but the 
1966 redo with Ann- 
Margret and Bing Crosby 
was horrendous. A made - 
for-TV movie in 1986 ab- 
out country singers was 
even worse. 


more won an 


— It happened One 
Night: The 1934 film 
earned an Oscar for best 
picture . and top acting 
prizes for Clauderre Col- 
bert and Clark Gable. 
You Can't Run Away 
From It in 1956 was a 
weak attempt. 
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Christmas preview: Feel - 200 d movies 


/- LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
jt's warm, fuzzy and jolly 
■c and arrives in shopping 
y malls at Christmas. 

Not the Santa Claus 
■.'• 'armada — the holiday film 
_ jfneup. 

; From Arnold Schwar- 
■ ■ 

. zenegger’s comic turn as a 
■ . pregnant man to Michael 
r'JCeaton and Geena Davis 
v as dueling speechwriters. 
; feel-good laughs are the 
■« trend in another particu- 
„ Jariy competitive holiday 
" ; sfeason. 

' ** Christmas movies are 
about laughs Z‘ says John 
Pasquin. the direcror of 
The Santa Clause, the 
.* just-released comedy 
starring Tim Allen. " But 
- you have to feel a little 
■gooey at the end/' 

“ It's apparently the 
' right formula: The Santa 
Clause enjoyed* the best 
. live-action opening in 
Walt Disney Co. history 
.-. with a gross of $19.3 mil- 
• . iion last weekend in the 
United Srares. 

Since many families 


come together at Christ- 
mas for the only time all 
year, Hollywood is court- 
ing them with movies 
geared to all-together-now 
outings. Last Friday 
alone. Disney re-released 
in the United States The 
Lion King, 20th Century 
Fox gave A Miracle On 
34th Street a modern-day 
makeover and the two en- 
terprise captains collided 
in Paramount Picture’s 
Star Trek: Generations. 

“ Families are looking 
for something to do 
together /' says Ivan Reit - 
man. who directed 
Schwarzenegger and Dan- 
ny Devito in Junior. The 
director says the movie, 
opening Wednesday in the 
United States, can be en- 
joyed by all of Reitman's 
children — aged 17, 13. 6. 

"IFs always tough find:, 
ing something that works • 
for everybody. " the direc- 
tor of Twins and Kinder- 
garten Cop says. 

Says Pasquin, the father 
of sons aged 4 and 7: "It 


was really important for 
me to do something both 
kids and parents could en- 
joy. People like to go out 
with their kids and go see 
a movie over the holi- 
days. " 

What seems to work 
best this time of year is a 
fusion of comedy and 
emotion. The result is 
often naked sentimental- 
ity, but if that’s what the 
audience wants, so what? 
Look at Home Alone. 
The fourth highest-gros- 
sing film of all time came 
out in the winter of 1990, 
and it was heavy with 
gushy. uplifting emotions. 

To make sure audiences 
leave theatres upbeat. 
MGM at some expense 
re-shot the ending of 
Speechless, which roman- 
tically links, Keaton and 
Da vis. The movie 's theme, 
is that lave can bring' 
together ■ two people with 
divergent political beliefs. 

"This is light romantic 
comedy that makes you 
feel good," says Ron 


Underwood, rhe film's 
director and the maker of 
City Slickers. 

"It's a very optimistic 
viewpoint — a more hope- 
ful look at life. 

" It's definitely not a 
political scon’." he says. 
“It takes place against a 
backdrop of a . political 
campaign, but these two 
characfers could be in the 
advertising business or in 
the textile business/' 

In the reworked Miracle 
on 34th Street, a new 
antagonist emerges, mak- 
ing Kriss Kringle's 
(Richard Attenborough) 
struggle more gripping, 
and Mom ( Elizabeth Per- 
kins) has a new set of 
contemporary worries. 

Writer-producer John 
Hughes says less than 5 
, per cent of the .dialogue 
i ,fro/n\tfte.j 947ipngjqal re- 
■ mains. "It was in that 
■■1 940$ lingo — it just drdn "r 
ring true," Hughes says. 

"It's really interesting . " 
Hughes says of the new 
version. "If you run it side 
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WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


IS THERE AN ECH07 
By Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 


t Carpentry torn 

0 Jflfiftd garnish 
11 Eutamnine 
IS Promcal 
troubadour uno 

19 Mftnen or John 

20 Troni — shHng 


21 B— .Ti 

22 Speitofi ports'. 
Jot Marie — 

23 tagore a certain 
ptert? 

27 Fatfognabia mod 

28 Osnn 

29 Ftopioeo 

30 Spiteful 

31 A Fonda 

32 Filer plant 


34 Band h the middle 

35 Fix 

38 Yuma 

39 Muafcti: 

43 MM 

44 Egyptian queen. 

OoiQy 

45 Swepfettiound 
44 Menmfito period 
47 Used grandma* 


55 Wind dr. 

66 Bogs down 
57 Swap 

56 rn«J mi's imdl 
txoywasi 

61 Fur piece 

62 Yawned 

63 Ready topic* 


64 US resort Wee 

65 Bn 

66 — mw and then 

68 Burdened 

69 Writing papar 

73 AcnrKMi 

74 Spanish 
gantewemen 

75 Outdated 

76 — Haw 

77 String up the IRS? 
61 Hoopsters 1 


93 Question word 

94 Oraya 

95 CortxJart 

96 Spread hare and 
mere 


100 
I0i Bdmtep 
104 PiopeBad a Und of 
veNda? 

109 Vi 


62 — the Rne fobey) 

63 Laavoom 
84 Throw off 
65 TOW 


bo Abates 


no 

ill A t sBer it a m 

k obbuui DO0n nns 

113 Speedtese 

114 mm 

115 

116 Mnds 


DOWN 
1 Rgs 

3 Pro — 

4 Previous to 

5 Cotony of rabbis 

6 On land 

7 Run-down 

8 HandcHi duraly 

9 Gh*i — try 
IQ Bed 

11 Tharflagto — 
breeze tripled 
{Enereon) 

T2 Tirti crystal 

13 Tmm great 

14 Garden a npiemeia 

15 ■ABnewcrtTB— 1 ■ 
18 Ftaidmd 

17 Wine weed 
IB Lawyer abbr. 

24 Chinese dan 

25 KWhenend 
25 Dudmonwao 


31 Binfeofyam 

32 Oakery employee 

33 Ride rapids? 

34 Certain party 

35 LMmvaeuBS 

36 Porch 

37 Kkdengivno 
36 Tavern quaffs 

39 Rational 

40 Va* 

41 A ttemp te d 

42 Regalia needs 

44 Bantfeex 

45 WaH 

48 Rubra 

49 Footah 

50 Ylangytang 

51 

52 Haniy cabbage 

53 Boyar 

54 Looks toward wth 


61 Egyptian president 
02 say iremure 

64 Sharp flavor 

65 Uteen 

66 Frerauscow 

67 PiDflpaci 

68 SoBary 

69 Ed nothing 

70 Chow upon nolsay 

71 filouflUlniopiM 

72 NuMre 

73 German 


89 Canarian kndan 

90 Cohn 

91 Seerch ftcreu cN y 

92 MusfcaHttm 

94 — k>(pfurife 
whatever la 

da aire d) 

95 Weather hazard 

96 Tra c ed through 


74 NamemtMMon 

75 Poker hand 

78 Irish — 

79 
B0 


90 Pap as 


ae Wfeconati 
product 
67 Bay 


67 te one way. and 
out moodier 

98 L m dwfidm 

99 Coaecbonof 

Norevi 

100 —la vie 

101 Soft 

102 --poly 

103 RBswttidmad 

105 Agnan 

106 Married 

107 -Bafe — - 
100 FWi 
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Diagramless 21A x 19D 
By Frances Burton 


Leal Vaak'a Cryptogram 


ACROSS 
1 Computer mp«n 


5 Puncture 
9 Ini 

11 Caste or Dunne 

12 Tavas players 

15 "No mania an 
tsUnT poet 

16 btewnlen 

20 Sotogboats 
22 Conte 
24 Kektnbwwei 
his **"*0* 


20 T( 

Fad 

27 Charter 

29 Chow 

30 Storflijm portal 

31 Whmms 

32 

33 TaBdcay 

36 Fast pianos 

37 Mann African 
note* 

38 Bo a breadwinner 


42 E u rop ean «p*«i 

43 


45 Broad 

46 Mounta** taka 

47 Oh the rocks 

48 whale huniar 

52 Uteua 

53 Gennan region 
56 loirtohurt 

60 Droop My 
63 Pimento lioldar 


64 Legal doc um ente 

null 

67 

70 After 

71 Oriantel aahtedkm 

73 Loosens 

74 Plant peal 
76 Rttcde 

78 Rork and lamb 

79 MameT 

80 Usage (waffle 

81 Dry 


1. The phrase “boob tube* is becoming* much more apt with 
eaeh big new awon. 

*- Warning to gui laleaa teachers: Beware! Children should be 
id herded. 


3- New bullpen pitcher cornea on in relief ae other team fiiu 
bases with, ronaere- 

4, Kooky OaJhn wahfne in yellow mmunnn drinks 
etmma ukulele at Hawaiian li 


CRYPTOGRAMS 


4 

< 

■ 

* 

« 

4 

4 


DOWN 

1 is breve 

2 Apple jmi — mode 

3 Coai wetgttai 
J. Acute or right 

5 Theater rign 

6 "A&reoiear 
Named Da*re" 
author 

7 TotStey Iwr uti w 
0 Foamy brow 

10 "PygmaOorf 
author 

11 Sundaes 


13 

14 

16 Mfl O ahmi 

17 ThtiiManlsCda 

18 Provtoraly 

19 Froth 

21 Vlrobo 

22 high mo unl a m 

23 Pod vegetable! 
25 Com on ihe — 


35 TVumaril 


33 Fortuteteteig Bard 

34 Cedar feature 


39 Wonderland 0r1 

40 CtertvaJ Iran 

41 lacks 

49 —and cry 

50 ModSea 

51 Be an omen of 

53 — Ikfe 

54 Sod cry 

55 Embankment to 


57 Bom 

59 Annabel run 

80— Vegas 

61 Racing track 

62 Rotate ki songs 


1.HTMJ5 CLUCRNT ST 0GBGR ASKLRNT ATXEN 
SON PONNRNY HM BANCO "PATES 1 SLY 
"PATESNEE. 11 -ByBd&vddkMs 


56 Hoktay hnu 


67 Horn or common 

68 Sweet p ot atoes 
89 SwoTO 

72 Burrow in g ananai 
75 ”— a WkmdorU 
Ufa” 

77 Paddle 


2-PAAB ' PN ~ S D £ L A I 8 C B SPACE DUSTY 
AKNDDYN UOTETX CU BAU DOAE A1 PYDE 
DYHMTL MODE. — By Prank N. Stein 


3.UMYOPICON SMOKE CR ACTORGN D BN SN 
9TOAHRY UPOHATPRP DHCBEi RC TCOR ME 
EG Dl TRBICROK. — ByKXLD^yle 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 



DHDQQua cono 
uu&n oatio DDotJ 
rnnau Odnnn nnnnunu^ 
DDQBOcania- aocraaoEiouf? 
mio "DCGQO cjodo aoauu 
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4. DAMON BRUN VBBBDRTUB CTN VRTUYF, 

COO RIANTB GB IAHYE TNCGMYP MB 

W N 1 1 NT. ^ Bj Adaai Christopher 


by side with the original, 
most of it is changed. But 
the (new version) feels the 
same — it embraces you. ** 

Home Improvement 
star Tim Allen doesn't just 
don a Santa suit in The 
Santa Clause, he takes on 
his shortcomings as a di- 
vorced father. Director 
Pasquin says early scripts 
focused solely played like 
a one- joke gag. Extensive 
rewrites made it more 
emotionally connective. 
Pasquin believes. 

■ In Junior, one of show 
business' biggest action 
stars becomes pregnan t in 
a novel science experi- 
ment. Great with child. 
Schwarzenegger's charac- 
ter becomes a more sensi- 
tive. complex person. 

■'/ thought the concept 
was a liability, and we're 
finding- it a liability-right 
now — it sounds too gim- 
micky. '' savs Re it man. 

m 

noting that male 
moviegoers may also find 
the premise troublesome. 
" But I think there * is a 
lovely emotional core to it 
that gives it a depth the 
concept doesn't tell you 
about. " 

With the year's end 
quickly approaching, a 



Ivan Reikman (left) left: Danny DeVeto, Emma 
poses with the members of the Thompson anti Arnold Schwar*- 
cast of the film Junior. From aenegger 


number of high-quality 
projects will unspool one 
after another and some- 
times bn top of each 
other. (A film must debut 
in the United States be- 
fore Jan. 1 to qualify for 


Academy Awards.) 

Six major titles will de- 
but Christmas Day in the 
United States, and among 
the Oscar-caliber Christ- 
mas releases are Susan 
Sarandon Foster in Nell. 


Albert Finney in A Man 
Of No /mpor/anee. Paul 
Newman in Nobody's 
Fool. Tommy Lee Jones 
as Cobb and Anthony 
Hopkins in Legends Of 
The Fall. 


Matin dance music making 


it big 



in U.S. 


By Julie Sanchez 
Reuter 


NEW YORK — Latin 
dance music is cascading 
into America's cultural 
mainstream once again , a 
phenomenon reflected in 
Emilio Estefan’s sound- 
track for the new Sylvester 
Stallone thriller The Spe- 
cialist. 

The track for the movie, 
which is set in Miami, 
throbs with salsa, rhythm 
and blues, orchestral 
scones as well as a new 
version of the dance clas- 
sic Turn The Beat Around 
by Emilio's wife, grammy- 
winning singer Gloria 
Estefan. 

" Miami has a great feel- 
ing and a great vibe." 
Emilio told Reuters in a 
recent interview in Man- 
hattan. “ It’s a fusion of 
different nationalities. It's 
international , and that is 
reflected in the music in 
the nightclubs/’ 

During the 1940s and 
50s. the music of Xavier 
Cugat, Tito Puente and 
other great Latin band 
leaders captivated Amer- 
ica. In the succeeding de- 
cades Desi Amaz . Jose 
Feliciano , Santana. Celia 
Cruz and contemporary 
musicians like Paquito de 
River . a and Arturo San- 
doval have been in the 
spotlight, and now Este- 
fan 's soundtrack is making 
waves. 

Disc jockeys around the 
country are being asked 
time and again for Glor- 
ia's version of Turn The 
Beat Around. The tune 
recently not only topped 
billboard's salsa/tropical 
chart but entered the top 
20 on billboard's singles 


chart. 

A combination of Latin 
and bip-hop has become a 
staple in alternative dance 
clubs, and on the nation 's 
airwaves. 

The top-selling rap trio 
The Beastie Boys are 
backed by African Cuban 
music. 

As a dance producer for 
New York radio station 
WBLS, disc jockey John 
Robinson mixes hip-hop 
with salsa music in his 
midday radio programme. 

“ Latin music has been 
an intricate part of my 
background, growing up 
in Harlem in a culturally 
diverse community. As a 
result of coming of age in 
the disco era , I feel parti- 
cularly close to it , " Robin- 
son told Reuters. 

Describing the influx in 
Latin music styles, music 
director Ruddy Hernan- 
dez of WCMQ in Miami 
said , “ there are a lot of 
new musicians: Jerry 
Rivera , Marc Anthony. 
Johnny Ventura. Almost 
all the clubs play a com- 
bination of Latin and 
house music." 

General Manager 
Alfredo Alonso of WSKQ 
in New York . said, “a 
year ago, we changed our 
format to a highly concen- 
trated salsa/tropical for- 
mat and our listeners have 
increased by 75 per cent. " 

According to the latest 
U.S. census, the nation's 
Hispanic population grew 
from 14.6 million in 1980 
to 22.4 million in 1990. 
Florida alofie is home to 
1.6 million Hispanics. 

The Specialist . an ac- 
tion thriller directed by 
Louis Ilosa. topped the 
box-office chart in its 


opening weekend by gros- 
sing $14.3 in ticket skies. 
The film has now grossed 
a total of $43.6 million. 

The film ! s characters, 
explosives experts played 
by Stallone and James 
Woods, and underworld 
mobsters portrayed by 
Eric Roberts and Rod 
Steiger, are entangied in a 
plot for revenge orches- 
trated by one woman — 
played by Sharon Stone. 

Emilio is president of 
Sony Record's Artist and 
Talent Division and the 
Crescent Moon/Epic. In 
addition to producing the 
multi-ethnic soundtrack 
for The Specialist, be 
makes his film debut as a 
piano player. 

The Estefans were bom 
in Cuba and emigrated to 
the United Stares. "Free- 
dom is the best thing in 
life, and I’m talking not as 
a Cuban but as a human 
being," Emilio said. "It's 


a shame that we've gone 
all the way to the moon 
and we still see people 
dying for freedom. " 

Last summer, the Este- 
fans organised a pra yer 
vigil for the plight’ of 
Cuban refugees and near- 
ly 40,000 people filled the 
Orange Bowl Stadium in 
Miami. 

“We prayed for peace 
and for the people that 
died. The only solution is 
to pray so that people 
open their minds to 
peace. " the music produc- 
er said. 

After hurricane 
Andrew stuck Florida in 
1992, the Estefans formed 
Hurricane Relief Food, a 
food bank. 

They also organised a 
benefit concert *irh sin- 
gers Paul Simon, Jon 
Secada and Julio Iglesias 
fbar raised $3.8 million. 

"It was a sign of hope." 
Emilio said. 
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BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

Law 

J. Any wrongful act (not involving a hrr^h 
con***) for wbicb a dvil 

2. ne doing of a lawful act to an unlawful manner. 

3. Person under legal age, which usually is V 

4. From the practice of ohiioi^ 
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5. Subpoeana. 
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Prince Hassan: Peace must be whole to be real , 
just to be lasting and tangible to be effective 


Following is an address His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan gave to the 
Oxford Union Society on 
Nov. 20. 

I MUST thank you, Mr. Pres- 
ident for receiving me in your 
thematic series on the Middle 
East, thank you also for your 
kind introduction. It is a 
great honour to be in this 
august chamber once again; 
and it is always a pleasure to 
justify spending time in Ox- 
ford. Among my happiest 
memories are the years I had 
at university as an under- 
graduate. I do not think there 
is a better setting than this in 
which to work, and to enjoy 
oneself. However, some of 
my darkest hours were also 
spent in Oxford. The June 
war of 1967 began as l was 
preparing to sit my finals. So 
it gives me particular satisfac- 
tion and a certain sense of 
vindication to stand before 
this House today, and to tell 
you that Jordan has at last 
achieved its cherished aim 
and made its peace with 
Israel. 

Oct. 26 will go down as a 
rare day of hope in the annals 
of the Arab-Israel conflict, it 
was the day a treaty of peace 
was finally signed between 
Jordan and Israel — but what 
is more important is a treaty 
of amity and economic coop- 
eration. It marked a new 
beginning, a fresh dawn for 
our troubled region. The rati- 
fication of the treaty means 
that our future is no longer 
dominated by the political 
legacy of the past, but by the 
promise of the future. 

It is our shared responsibil- 
ity to make real that promise 
for our peoples. Peace is indi- 
visible. It must be whole to 
be real: it must be just to be 
lasting; and it must be tangi- 
ble to be effective. An indi- 
visible peace will touch the 
lives of all, young and old, 
irrespective of gender, col- 
our, race or creed. It influ- 
ences all conditions, physical 
as well as psychological; and 
it removes all barriers, actual 


and imaginary. 

I would like today io out- 
line for you the nature of our 
achievement: the treaty itself 
and its provisions. I would 
like then to consider what we 
will need to achieve in the 
future if we are to make good 
on the promise of peace and I 
would be glad to speak furth- 
er on these issues during 
questions. 

The treaty addresses all the 
significant issues of the con- 
flict: These include land, 
boundary and security 
arrangement, the manage- 
ment of water resources, 
navigation and civil aviation, 
tourism, economic relations, 
free trade and refugees. 
Some of these issues have 
been resolved; others are 
subject to future negotia- 
tions. 

The treaty for the mutual 
recognition of Jordan and 
Israel. For the first time in 
our history we have defined 
the two countries, demarcat- 
ing the boundary between 
them. The treaty safeguards 
the integrity of Jordan, and 
affirms its sovereignty over 
all threat or use of force; and 
will ensure that threats or 
acts of violence 3gainst the 
other do not originate from 
their territory. 

It was often said that the 
next Middle East war would 
be fought over water. This 
serious bone of contention 
has also been addressed in 
detail. The treaty commits 
both parties to ensure that 
the management and de- 
velopment of their water re- 
sources do not harm the flow 
of the other and incidentally 
does not affect directly or 
indirectly the upper or lower 
riparians, Syria and the 
Palestinians. In addition, we 
will cooperate to construct 
diversion and storage dams 
on the Jordan and Yarmouk 
rivers, to better serve the 
common interest. 

This idea, of a common 
interest, is fundamental to 
peace. Our people share the 
natural resources of God's 
creation. The treaty signals 


Israel ready for withdrawal 


(Continued from page 1) 

tween Israel and Syria to be 
resumed. 

The talks which have made 
no progress since they were 
launched in Oct. 1991, have 
been stalled since 30 Muslims 
were gunned down by a Jew- 
ish settler in a West Bank 
mosque in Febmary. 

Mr. Rabin repeated calls 
for Syria to follow the exam- 
ple of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
Jordan to agree to secret or 
high-level talks in a bid to 
unblock the process. 

The timetable and extent 
of an Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights is one of 
the main stumbling blocks. 

But Mr. Rabin said differ- 
ences also remained on the 
stages of a withdrawal and 
measures to normalise rela- 
tions. 

“By announcing that we 
were ready to accept the prin- 
ciple of a withdrawal from 
the Golan without fixing the 
limits of peace we made at 
once an exceptional gesture 
and act.’* 

During his three-day visit 
to Washington Mr. Rabin 
met with Mr. Clinton and 
aides as well as members of 
the new Republican majority 
in Congress, and called for 
U.S. troops to be sent to the 
Golan as part of a multina- 
tional force of observers. 


But the idea was coolly 
received by Republican Jesse 
Helms, due to take the chair 
of the Senate’s Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, and Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher admitted that such a 
deployment “may be more 
controversial. ,, 

Security arrangements on 
the Heights which command 
a strategic viewpoint over 
northern Israel are an essen- 
tial part of any peace treaty 
with Syria. 

Israel Radio said Wednes- 
day that Washington had 
agreed to supply Israel with 
an airborne alert system to 
replace warning radar sta- 
tions sited in the area. 

Mr. Rabin has promised to 
hold a referendum before any 
major withdrawal from the 
plateau. 

But he said Israel had to 
continue with the negotia- 
tions “otherwise we will not 
achieve anything.” 

Mr. Rabin was expected to 
arrive in Canada late on 
Wednesday. 

In Damascus, the govern- 
ment daily A1 Thawra said 
the ball was in Israel's court. 

“Rabin, during his visit to 
Washington, was expected to 
give clear and plain answers 
to Syrian questions which 
U.S. President Clinton had 
carried with him following 
the Damascus summit,” the 
daily said. “But unfbrtunate- 
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goods and services has been inter-connection and mutual 

acknowledged by the treaty, aid: these are the only lasting 

Both countries have agreed solutions. A CSCME would 

to remove all discriminatory encompass a commitment to 

barriers in order to normalise certain fundamentals, as in 

economic relations. The sig- Europe; and it would assist in 

ni ficance of this provision the evolution of a common 

cannot be overestimated, and regional vision and identity 

I will return to this theme for our region. Whilst almost 

when I come to discuss the every other region in the 

prospects for the future. world has been rehabilitated. 
The two countries recog- the Middle East has not, and 

nise the strategic importance if we don’t do something 

of free navigation and the soon, as a region we will be 

security of maritime trade, left behind, 

and will consider the Strait of Security arrangements 
Tiran and the Gulf of Aqaba based on these principles 
as international waterways. It would greatly facilitate the 
is worth remembering that in reconstruction of the region. 
June 1967. it was the closure It is certainly clear that the 
of these straits that was the economic aspect of peace will 
spark that initiated that war. be paramount. The Arab- 
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“ready to submit to all re- “The stand of the GCC 
quirements of a just and com- countries is clear on this, to 
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the daily said. ward economic union. 


Fateh unites against Hamas 
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Palestinian police. 

One Fateh leader de- 
fended Arafat's decision as 
crucial “to deter Hamas as 
long as Hamas insists on its 
armed opposition to the 
PNA.” 

Mr. Arafat hopes that 
once Fateh shows its 
strength, Hamas would be 
reluctant to challenge the 
authority. Palestinian poli- 
tical observers in Gaza 
argue that Mr. Arafat is 
also tiding to silence all 
dissent by cracking down 
on Hamas. 

Some Fateh leaders are 
wary that Mr. Arafat would 
abandon reforms once he 
secures the full backing of 
Fateh against Hamas. 

But demands for reforms 
of the PNA departments 
and Fateh had become 
pressing two weeks ago af- 
ter Fateh hardliners, who 
refuse to transform the 
movement into a party and 
are critical of Mr. Arafat, 
made a big show at Fateh’s 
elections m Ramallah. 


The results of the elec- 
tions sent shock waves in 
the West Bank and Gaza as 
the movement was on the 
verge of breaking up into 
splinter groups. 

The debate that followed 
the elections revealed divi- 
sions within the higher 
Fateh committee in the 
West Bank over the aim of 
the elections and the role of 
Fateh. 

For while most trends in 
Fateh agree that it should 
remain part of the PNA 
there was no agreement on 
what kind of link should be 
between the PNA and 
Fateh. 

Marwan Barghouti, one 
of the main advocates of 
transforming Fateh into a 

P olitical party, said that 
iateh should remain inde- 
pendent of the PNA but 
restructure itself to adapt 
to the new era. 

But his critics, who be- 
came very vocal after the 
Ramallah elections, 
charged that he was dying 
to tailor Fateh to suit die 


purposes of the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreements. 

The main body of Fateh, 
at least as the Ramallah 
elections illustrated, was in 
favour of keeping the Fateh 
platform intact, in practical 
terms, it means that Fateh 
continues its struggle 10 
establish a Palestinian state 
without limiting itself to the 
Palestinian-Israeli agree- 
ments. 

“Ramallah showed that 
if elections continued the 
hardcore fighters will take 
over Fateh. They believe in 
clandestine revolutionary 
action and refuse to be 
limited by the aims of the 
agreements signed with 
Israel,’ 1 said one Ramallah- 
based Fateh activist. 

The Fateh higher com- 
mittee in the West Bank 
had to resort to Mr. Arafat 
for arbitration who in turn 
ordered the elections put 
off “to prevent the splinter- 
ing of Fateh,” 

But some Fateh activists 
believe that Mr. Arafat 
stopped the elections for 


fear that his critics would 
prevail, since they seemed 
more in line, politically at 
least, with Fateh central 
committee members 
Farouk Kaddoumi, Abbas 
Zaki and Ham A1 Hassan 
who oppose the agree- 
ments with Israel. 

But the Friday bloodshed 
and more so the challeng- 
ing demonstrations by 
Hamas the second day bad 
reunified Fateh ranks, at 
least for tbe time being. 

Fateh officials contacted 
on Wednesday rejected 
arguments that the polar- 
isation between Fateh and 
Hamas could lead Gaza 
into civil war. “Hamas has 
to stop its armed opposi- 
tion and then Fateh mil 
press for laws that guaran- 
tee freedom of ail Palesti- 
nian groups to operate, de- 
monstrate and express their 
views. 

“If Fateh becomes weak, 
the only alternative is 
Hamas. We are not going 
to allow that to happen,” 
the Fateh official said. 
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together and Casablanca pro- 
vided the first opportunity in 
history for them to do so. It is 
the people to people rela- 
tionships that are so very 
important in peace-building. 

At Casablanca, we laid tbe 
foundations for a two-tier 
partnership for prosperity 
among tbe states of the re- 
gion, and between tbe region 
and the world. We are dis- 
mantling tbe psychological 
barriers to regional and inter- 
national cooperation. Our 
ultimate aim is to open up 
national economies to the un- 
restricted flow of pan- 
regional trade, investment 
and the transfer of technolo- 
gy- 

international support for 
the reconstruction of the 
Middle East will be crucial. 
Our hope is that govern- 
ments, international finance, 
multinational corporations 
and ordinary businesses will 
work in concert to rebuild 
our devastated region. In 
Casablanca, the participants 
resolved to set up a Regional 
Development Bank to har- 
ness these efforts. However, 
we do not envisage a Region- 
al Development Bank merely 
under the covenants of the 
World Bank and IMF. 

It is worth considering the 
issue of income disparities at 
this point. One consequence 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict 
has been the rise of dispari- 
ties both within the region 
and between the region and 
the developed world. The 
World Bank estimates that by 
2010, 7 million Israelis will 
achieve a GDP nearly equal 
to that of 130 million Arabs 
in the neighbouring coun- 
tries. Average income levels 
are over $12,000 per capita in 
Israel, a major aid recipient, 
while that of the Mashreq 
Arabs is no more than $800. 
Such disparities militate 
against a sustainable peace, 
providing ammunition for 
those who reject it. 
Appropriate measures are 
needed to fashion a balanced 
relationship in a graduated 
matter. The examples of 
Spain and Poitufeal within the. 


efforts must be made to find a 
fair solution to this human 
tragedy. 

We have always main- 
tained that peace must be 
comprehensive if it is to en- 
dure. We have come a long 
way since President Sadat’s 
mould-breaking Writ to Jeru- 
salem in 1977, and the 
Egyptian -Israel peace treaty 
of L979. The participation of 
Palestinian negotiators at 
Madrid in 1991 turned the 
key that unlocked the door to 
comprehensive peace. The 
Declaration of Principles and 
mutual recognition of Israel 
and the PLO put the destiny 
of the Palestinian people, at 
last, into the hands of their 
sole legitimate representa- 
tives, the PLO. Talks be- 
tween tbe two parties con- 
tinue under the Declaration 
of Principles and the Cairo 
agreement of May 1994. It is 
our hope that these talks will 
soon be successfully con- 
cluded. 

Given good intentions, 
progress in peace negotia- 
tions between Israel, Syria 
and Lebanon respectively 
should not be too far off. 
President Assad made clear 
Syria’s intention to establish 
“peaceful, normal relations 
with Israel” when President 
Clinton visited Damascus last 
month. The quid pro quo of 
United Nations Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 
338 — the exchange of land 
for peace — is accepted by 
both sides, and the issues of 
security guarantees and the 
timetable for the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces should not be 
too problematic. 

During the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, state security was 
the prime objective of gov- 
ernment. The political map 
of the Middle East will be 
utterly changed by the ter- 
mination of conflict. In an era 
of peace, inodes of govern- 
ance in the region must allow 
for great popular participa- 
tion. And just as Jordan has 
responded to the challenge of 
peace, so too it is rising to 


sented the wishes of ther great 
majority of Jordanians; This 
is not to deny that sortie still 
oppose peace with Israel. In 
Jordan our body politic 
accommodates those who ex- 
press their opposition 
through constitutional 
means. Tbe use of terror, -on 
the other hand, has always 
been anathema to us and we 
stand firmly against *4hose 
who use violence for political 
ends. We must frustrate then- 
aims, not by wielding the 
coercive force available to 
the state, but by removing 
the underlying causes Jof ex- 
tremism. I have tried to 
address the political and 
socio-economic issues, hod I 
would like to conclude by 
considering the cultural and 
religious dimension. 

Let it be clear that the 
Arab-Israeli conflict was nev- 
er a conflict between reli- 
gions. The three -great 
monotheistic faiths — Juda- 
ism, Christianity and Islam — 
share considerable elements 
of history and belief. Howev- 
er, only if one makes the 
effort to understand one’s 
neighbour will peace be 
genuine. Peace is, after all; a 
new experience for our peo- 
ples. They must learn to 
nourish its culture and 
observe its norms. Intangible 
factors such as religion will be 
crucial in this respect. With 
this in mind, we have for 
some years been promoting 
interfaith dialogue in an 
attempt to determine the 
moral and spiritual founda- 
tions common to all. A Royal 
Institute for Interfaith Stu- 
dies has already been set up 
in Jordan; while in Britain an 
Interfaith Foundation will 
soon be established as a.char- 
itable trust. The treaty be- 
tween Jordan and Israel ack- 
nowledges the continuing im- 
portance of this work." 

In our consultations, we 
are striving to find the inter- 
connections and inter- 
dependence between . peo- 
ples, cultures and religions, 
while respecting their diversi- 
ty. We are seeking to identify 
and biqld upon common fun- 


matter. The examples of these challenges. ty. We are seeking to identify 

Spain and Portugal within the. ... The institutionalisation of and build upon common fun- 
European Udfoh (EUynbear 1 - ' political pluralism .proceeds - damentals. We'-aTe not 
co nsidera tfo rt In this regard. ' " - apace. We are also commit- attempting to abandon our 

The Arab-Israelf conflict ted to human rights, irrespec- cultural baggage, or our his- 

has also caused huge social tive of ethnicity, creed or tory, or our faith; but merely 

dislocation, with far-reaching gender. We recognise that to understand these for what 

political consequences. The democracy is not confined to they are, and to acknowledge 

problems of dispossession the holding of elections, and that other people also have a 

and despair must be assessed we certainly do not lack a culture, a history, a faith, 

and redressed. Israel should vibrant domestic debate. The This, surely, goes to the heart 

not simply express satisfac- parliamentary opposition has of all onr endeavours. For 

tion with official Arab recog- expressed its view freely and only when we can think in 

nition, and commercial ties openly, while the majority this way will we be able to 

with Arab states. The refugee voted to ratify the treaty. In live in peace with each other, 

problem remains, and all choosing peace, they repre- and in peace with our world. 


cultural baggage, or our his- 
tory, or our faith; but merely 
to understand these for what 
they are, and to acknowledge 
that other people also have a 
culture, a history, a faith. 
This, surely, goes to the heart 
of all our endeavours. For 
only when we can think in 
this way will we be able to 
live in peace with each other, 
and in peace with our world. 
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OPEC output freeze unlikely 
to boost oil prices , analysts say 


DENPASAR, Indonesia (R) 
— World oil prices are un- 
likely to race up next year 
despite a decision by OPEC 
ministers to maintain current 
production levels in the face 
of rising global oil demand, 
oil analysts said Wednesday. 

. Ministers of the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) left the 
Indonesia island of Bali 
Wednesday optimistic that 
?feir new accord to freeze oil 
production for the next 12 
months will spur a recovery 
in weak oil prices. 

' “This agreement is ex- 
pected to raise oil prices gra- 
dually but not to the OPEC 
target level of $21 per bar- 
rel." OPEC president and 
Indonesian Oil Minister Ida 
Bagus Sudjana told reporters 
Tuesday after the deal was 
clinched. 

“I think $18 to S19 per 
barrel will be achieved for the 
time being," Mr. Sudjana 
said. 

Oil prices, which jump at 
aiiy attempt by OPEC to 
adjust production, have 
climbed by 30 cents since 
Friday in reaction to the new 
output agreement but still re- 
main little better than before 


the Arab oil embargo of 
1973. 

OPEC has held its oil pro- 
duction ceiling to 24.52 mil- 
lion banel? per day (b/d) 
since : September 1993. but 
prices have “remained weak. 
Now, with world oil demand 
also surging, OPEC members 
hope they have a better 
chance of price gains. 

North Sea Brent Crude oil 
was trading around $17.13 in 
London at 0930 GMT 
Wednesday, up another three, 
cents, but analysts said sharp 
price increases are unlikely 
until traders have a better 
feel for northern winter de- 
mand. 

Mild temperatures, as seen 
so far in the United States, 
Europe and Asia, could leave 
refiners with huge inventories 
in spring which would weigh 
on oil prices. A frigid north- 
ern winter, on the other 
hand, could rapidly send oil 
prices higher. 

“Crude prices could col- 
lapse by $1 per barrel if the 
weather stays warm,” one 
Singapore trader said. But he 
added the first signs of cold 
could push prices 50-80 cents 
higher. 

“The market has to be 


a 


convinced that it would get 
cold before it supports 
prices.” a trader with an in- 
vestment bank in Asia 
agreed. 

Fears of surplus supplies in 
spring, rising non-OPEC oil 
production and OPEC quota 
cheating are likely to cap any 
gains in oil prices next year, 
analysts said. 

OPEC can do little about 
any of those factors, though 
ministers called on chronic 
uota cheaters several times 
uring the Bali meeting to 
twist their oil taps tighter. 

Barring unusual weather, 
U.S. light crude oil is ex- 
pected to stay in a S17-S20 
per barrel range next year, 
said Michael Rothman, 
senior energy futures analyst 
at Merrill Lynch said. West 
Texas Crude oil fetches about 
$17.80 now. 

The new OPEC agreement 
“will translate into the 
maintenance of the current 
sideways (price) turned," Mr. 
Rothman said. 

The Paris-based Interna- 
tional Energy Agency (IEA) 
estimates total world oil de- 
mand will increase by 1.2 
million barrels per day (b/d) 


iu 1995 to 69.3 million b/d. 

However, nearly half of 
the new demand wiQ be met 
by additional output from 
new -outfields in countries 
outside OPEC’s control litre 
Norway, Britain and Russia. 

Production is also swelling 
from rising South Ameri can 
oil stars such as Colombia, 
which could pump an addi- 
tional 500,000 b/d by 1997. 

tf*FC delegates and oil 
analysts said OPEC appears 
to be basing its decisions on 
market conditions, both cur- 
rent and expected, rather 
than trying to force the agen- 
da by adjusting its own pro- 
duction levels. 

“Sometimes the rircumst- 
ances in the market set the 
agenda. People think it's 
OPEC when it could be other 
factors. Even OPEC believed 
this,” a Mideast Gulf OPEC 
delegate said. 

Venezuelan Oil Minister 
Erwin Jose Arrieta said 
OPEC was entering a new 
era. in wmch h set a long- 
term strategy taking into con- 
sideration market factois as 
weflas issues such as taxation, 
environmental impact and 
producer-consumer dialogue. 


S. Arabia said close to spending cut targets 


EU wheat subsidies hurt African farmers 


BRUSSELS (R) — Subsi- 
dised European Union (EU) 
exports of surplus wheat are 
driving African producers of 
traditional maize and mill et 
crops out of the market, a 
report by the German Protes- 
tant Council of Churches said 


Tuesday. 

Developing countries are 
the most important market 
for EU agricultural exports 
and account for 75 per cent of 
world wheat sales. 

“The efforts of developing 


countries to increase their 
self-sufficiency are under- 
mined by cheap food offers 
coming from the EU," 
according to the report’s au- 
thor Bernhard Walter. 

Hie report, funded by in- 
dependent German aid agen- 
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calls for coherence be- 
tween EU development poli- 
cy — aimed at raising agri- 
cultural production and food 
security in low-income, food- 
deficit African countries — 
and food export policy. 

“(EU) policies aimed at 
the conquering of agricultural 
markets takes priority over 
agricultural development 
policies,” the report said. 

Exports of gram and grain 
products, which account for 
10 per cent of EU agricultural 
exports and are second in 
importance to dairy products, 
peaked at 36 million tonnes 
m 1993, with the largest part 
shipped to developing coun- 
tries. 

Despite the GATT Uru- 
guay Round accord to cut 
subsidised farm exports, the 
EU wil] still be able to export 
nearly 10 million tonnes of 
subsidised grain over the next 
six years. 

Subsidies slash the price of 
EU bread wheat for sub- 
Saharan countries by more 
than $100 to $80 a tonne in 
the 1993/94 season. 

“At these selling prices, 
the costs of production oould 
not be covered even in the 
best wheat fanning regions of 
the world,” the report said. ■ 

Although most West Afri- 
can countries are unable to 
grow wheat, or only at a high 
cost due to an unfavourable 
climate, wheat imports are 
supplanting traditional coarse 
grams, such as rmOet, sor- 
ghum and maize because de- 
spite import duties wheat it is 
still cheaper for urban con-* 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
is confident it will achieve a 
budget spending ait of at 
least 17 per cent in 1994 and 
plans further fiscal cuts next 
year, diplomats said Tues- 
day. 

They said indications from 
discussions with senior Saudi 
officials were that the govern- 
ment would continue with its 
spending cuts in the new 
budget due in January. 

It wDl also introduce a 
series on tariffs on utilities 
that have so far l«en heavily 
subsidised — a major deci- 
sion that reflects the King- 
dom’s determination to tack- 
le short-term cash-flow prob- 
lems. 

Saudi Arabia announced in 
January a 20 per cent in its 
1994 to $42.67 billion to 
absorb a sharp drop in oil 
prices and turn round deficits 
that have plagued its public 
finance since the late 1980s. * 

Its previous year’s 
budgeted expenditure was 
$52.52 hflhon. 

“They are looking at more 
fiscal cuts in 1995 as well as 
1996, again across the board 
like in 1994,” one diplomat 
said. 

“They (Saudi officials) say 
that they would achieve be- 
tween 17 and 19 per cent of 
the spending cut they are 
aiming for in the 1994 
budget,” he added. 

“Indications we have is 
that there are serious cuts. 


but nobody knows how 
much. Zt certainly has been 
difficult this year and we 
guess they might achieve foe 
17 per cent,” he said. 

Saudi Arabia is facing its 
worst cash-flow problem in 
decades but the diplomats 
and economists say that with 
proper controls on spending, 
foe world’s biggest oil pro- 
ducer and exporter would 
grill have a strong economy. 

Many diplomats and eco- 
nomists in foe region say that 
the Saudi economy, hit by 
weakness in foe oil market 
earlier this year, could not be 
considered in serious trouble 
as long as it produced an 
average of eight million bar- 
rels of ofl day and had vast oil 
reserves that amid last well 
over 100 years. 

“Speaking of foe Sands 
going bankrupt is patently 
absurd,” one said of reports 
in Western media about the 
country’s financial woes that 
are §een in Riyadh as widely 
exaggerated/ 

Tbe government seems de- 
tennined to find ways of 
slashing public spending and 
officials have said the new 
budget would introduce 
tariffs on some utilities. 

“The officials say that 
there will be a series of tanifs in 
foe new budget and a deci- 
sion has been taken to in- 
crease prices of some utilities 
and they mentioned electric- 
ity, water and gas,” one said. 

The diplomats said the de- 


Kohl wants slim 
state, more jobs and 
European unity 


BONN (R) — Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, unveiling his 
policies for the next four 
years, said Wednesday he 
wanted to slim down Ger- 
many’s bureaucracy, create 
new jobs and push ahead 
with European integration. 

Mr. Kohl, reelected last 
month with a dramatically re- 
duced majority, also 
announced cuts in state 
spending and welfare pay- 
ments that could face trouble 
in the opposition-dominated 
upper house of parliament. 

The speech; touted by Mr. 
Kohl aides as a fresh start to 
show he was not a lame duck 
m his last four years, echoed 
the coalition agreement his 
12-year-old centre-right gov- 
ernment has negotiated since 
the Oct. 16 general election. 

“Now we have to bundle 
all our energies to make Ger- 
many fit for the 21st cen- 
tury.” he told parliament. 
“We need an alliance for the 
future. I invite everybody to 
join ns in daring to renew our 
state and society.” 

Mr. Kohl’s coalition of 
Christian and Free Demo- 
crats narrowly squeaked back 
into power with only a 10- 
seat majority over the com-, 
bined left-wing opposition in . 
the 672-member parliament. 

Rudolf Scharping, the 
opposition Social Democratic 


(SPD) leader, responded by 
attacking Mr. Kohl’s policies 
as unjust. 

“We will fight these poli- 
cies with all our . strength," 
said Mr. Scharping, who has 
taken over as SPD par- 
liamentary leader. 

Mr. Kohl said he would 
soon invite business and 
labour leaders to discuss ways 
to find work for the long- 
term unemployed and dis- 
abled. He would also push 
for more flexible working 
times and more part-time 
jobs. ... 

“Work for everyone must 
be our common goal,” he 
said. “I will soon issue invita- 
tions for these talks.” 

Mr. Kohl said his govern- 
ment would slim down the 
federal bureaucracy, simplify 
tax laws and streamline the 
legal system. 

Bonn would also drop state 
spending to 46 per cent of 
gross domestic product from 
foe current 52 per cent level 
caused by the extra burden 
arising from Germany’s 
reunification in 1990. 

Mr. Kohl said Bonn would 
reduce payments for the one- 
third of welfare recipients 
who refuse suitable jobs 
offered to them. 

To help families with chil- 
dren, it would boost support 
for house construction and 
reduce their tax burden. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



I'm doing Step Aerobics: Step #1 is 
where you deny you're as out of 
shape as everyone says you are.” 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tbitf* ontfnsiy words- 
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Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form toe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: FLOOR TABOO CENSUS BEHELD 

Answer why the Urad P&rty-m wanted m leave ~ 
SHE WAS BASH-FULL 


cision to raise some utility 
prices still needed to be 
approved by King Fahd, 
whose government provides a 
generous welfare system for 
its 17 million people. 

They said that Saudi offi- 
cials say that ofl revenue has 
been slightly better this year 
than tbe last year, but figures 
were not available. Oil prices 
have picked up from a low of 
about $13.00 last year to 
around $17.50 now. 

“The officials say that the 
1994 non-oil sector GDP 
would grow by about two per 
cent while overall growth in 


the economy would be less. 
, than 0.5 per cent more likely 
0.3 per cent which shows that 
foe private sector is growing . 
and- the government one is 
shrinking, ’ one said. 

The diplomats said that 
Saudi Arabia would likely 
announce its new five-year 
development plan due to 
start in January 1995 at foe 
same time as the budget. 

They said the new plan 
emphasises foe need to give 
foe private sector a bigger 
role and to lessen depend- 
ence on oil as a source of 
national revenue. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY NOVEMBER 24, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

some means by which you can 
increase your standing in the 
community where civic, career or 
credit conditions axe concerned. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Be more willing to reach, 
out to new persons and hueresu 
instead of remaining closeted so. 
closely with just members <4 
your own household, family. 

.SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You have all sons 
of ingenious ideas for handling 
whatever practical affairs yon 
have but be sure to get your 
plans made before making them 
public. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) A fine day to be 
with friends and acquaintances, 
partners and outside associates 
to push whatever your interests 
are either business or personal. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Think today even if 
away from home and during 
spare tone just what you can do 
to have a greater amount of 
harmony at your own residence. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Whatever you have 
in mind to gain your aspirations 
from your loftiest inspnaiions is 
now in the picture and men and 
women win both be helpful to 
you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Family affairs can best rightly 
occupy your attention now so 
consider the best methdos by. 
which you can do those things to' 
please your own din. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES* 
Tbe moon in Caprioon squares 
Venus creating an inability to 
express emotions and affection 
as people become moody and 
overly sensitive. This isn’t tbe 
right time for organising social 
events in tbe future. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You find you are able to get in 
contact with those who can ex- 
tend to your the information and 
knowledge you desire to round 
out your finest projects. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Discuss money matters with 
those whom you have any work 
or who render you any service or 
you them and you see ways to 
have more assets in the future. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You can have a very good time at 
the social and recreational activi- 
ties of your choice and get conge- 
nial companions to go along with 
you also. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to. 
July 21) Consider well your inti-' 
mate longings for you have a 
good chance to gain them 
through the cooperative efforts 
and a member of your house- 
hold. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Look for tbe various generous 
minded persons you know and 
meet with them to formulate 
some recreational activities for 
the future to benefit you and 
them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You are now aware of 


Birthstone of November: Topaz-Tier’s Eye 


HOROSCOPE 

f FORECAST FOR FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25, 1994 
By TOerojrs S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Orion ids Meteor Showers occur 
in a wefl aspcc tc d framework of 
five Moon aspects that last until 
early evening when the Moon 
squares Jupiter, reducing our 
financial judgement and provid- 
ing us with a tendency towards 
extravagance. 

ARIES: (March 21 lo April 19) 
Confusion about one connected 
with home or career can bring an 
odd days start but you soon find 
you can uncover real facts and 
handle intelligence. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20} 
You don’t see how a new idea 
can work in daily routines early 
but a biend of good judgment 
can later show you exactly how 
best to have tins occur. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think about blow you can gain 
more of this worlds good sand 
then get a man of influence and 
experience to give yon a boost in 
tits direc ti on. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A prominent person 
from afar is the best one to aid 
you to gain the personal exten- 
sion of your activities that you 


to August 21) 
with K 


(July 22 

Private arrangements witu mem- 
bers of your family for getting 
you baic structure at home on a 
better ' 


foundation will be easy if 
you consult an expen in this 
field. 


experience who are able to intro- 
duce you to someone in the 
outride world who can be helpful 
to your most comprehensive per- 
sonal goal. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You can get suggestions 
from those in power of know- 
how as to the best means by 
which to add to your efficiency 
and operative skill in doing your 
job. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You now are able 
to see how to go after your most 
desirable ends and to see and be 
with charmers and to haw a 
good time while doing so. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Consider how 
to handle whatever your Obliga- 
tions in such a way that it pleases 
th cm ost influential and impor- 
tant members of your family. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) An emotional associ- 
ate needs to be approached with 
tac t whe re joint agreements are 
concerned and an outsider of 
best judgment can be very help- 
ful. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) There are a number 
of activities that require you 
study and consider them from 
the angle of just how much they 
will cost before 
yourself. 


you commit 


HSCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your judgment is very good 
and you have the advice and help 
also, of an influential friend is 
gaining the specific things that 
niean the most to you. 

Birthstone of November: Topaz-Tiger’s 


VlRGOs (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Think about friends and 
acquaintances of well rounded 


ACROSS 
i Aid to wlaon 
11 Fliwen 

15 Havngono 
legtela ow 
chamber 

16 Actively 
oncourage 

1 7 Einston's theory 

18 Bubbly brink 

19 Rivor hi England 

20 Succor 

21 Paint 

23 Lodge member 

25 bono 

pubbeo 

26 Rmk surface 

27 Does m 

30 Holy one abbr 
32 III writ 
34" Joey- 

35 Floor tnsiallero 

38 Teasdaie 

39 Salt tree 

41 BeiHrtwoffc 

42 Gouptt 

increase m sro 

44 Headless nafls 

46 Native of. suH. 

47 Hemmed and 

49 Favorite 

50 Lands 

52 AGabor 

53 Book or dream 
ssan 

55 Boktfig great 

36 Beauoaan. at 
Times 

68 Make a choice 
60 Heietfve m opera 

64 Mexican lood 

65 Cottar 

68 Particular 

69 Sign-off words 

70 Us 

71 Curbs 

DOWN 

1 Ador Reynolds 

2 Arrow poison 

3 Steen 

4 Iftflh playwright 

5 Angora or 
Maltese 

fl Canoe relative 
7 Son of Jacob 



An imNi riMMi toe 


8 Lading interest 

9 Hamocn pest 

10 Morentcky^ 
i> Spa maters 

dwoiVng 

12 Hater 

13 Makacrvmgaa,,, 

9 room 

14 Deadlocks 
7Z Calendar a&br 
34 wvvn vessel 
2d License 

2? Starchy foods 

28 Work by V/orUi 

29 Sllpo rto 

30 Carder 

31 Haute 

33 inhabitants ot 

Stiff. 

36 Those etocred 

37 Smk 

40 Farm animal 

45 ammoniac 

46 JFK predecessor 
SI American poot 

John 

54 Protective wear 
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55 Bailing 

57 Crui&c und 
Hanks 

58 Walter 
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GCC links on chemical 
sales, projects urged 


i*t im 


DOHA (R) — Arab Gulf 
petrochemic&i producers 
should set up a join market- 
ing company to sell their ex- 
ports, particularly their fertiliz- 
ers, an official has said. 

“It would be prudent to 
establish a marketing com- 
pany for petrochemical and 
chemical fertilizers among 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) companies," said 
Youssef Ibrahim Fakbroo, 
marketing manager of 
Bahrain-based Gulf Pet- 
rochemical Industries Com- 
pany (GPIC) 

“The main reason is the 
similarity in the type of pro- 
duct they produce, such as 
ammonia and urea. Also, 
GCC fertilizer producers sell 
to the same markets, and 
isess equal cost advantages 
iuse they all use the same 
raw material — natural gas — 
as feedstock,” he explained. 

Mr. Fakhroo was speaking 
to a conference' in Qatar on 
petrochemicals in the GCC, 
which comprises Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar 
and Oman. 

Coordination between 
Gulf producers, who account 
for about five per. cent of the 
world petrochemical market, 
is being discussed at the con- 
ference as a possible way of 
giving the region's growing 
industry the best chance of 
expanding sales and penetrat- 
ing new markets. ' 



Proponents of the idea cite 
overcapacity in Asia, and the 
possibility of continuing trade 
barriers despite the imple- 
mentation next year of the 
Uruguay Round of the 
General Agreement on Tar- 
rift and Trade, as potential 
barriers that cooperation 
could overcome. 

But some analysts say 
Saudi Arabia's domination of 
the industry would make 
cooperation ' among the six 
states problematic and say 
that in any case world ana 
particularly Asian demand is 
forecast to remain healthy for 
the next decade. 

GPIC, a joint venture of 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, was the first pet- 
rochemicals joint venture 
among GCC states and is so 
far the only major one. It 
exports over 400,000 tonnes a 
year of methanol and over 
400,000 tonnes a year of 
methanol and over 400,000 
tonnes a year oi ammonia. 

It is a small operation com- 
pared to Saudi Basic Indus- 
tries Corp which produces 
over IS million tonnes a year 
of petrochemicals. 

Some delegates said more 
production joint ventures be- 
tween Gulf producers would 
be a more successful way of 
streamlining the industry 
than marketing, which might 
entail direct conflict in selling 
the competing products of 
member states. 
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☆☆ The budget for next year will total JD1,650 
million, about JD150 million above the 1994 total. 
Revenues are expected 'to increase and, for the 
second year in a row, fully cover recurrent spending. 
Revenues in the 1994 budget were estimated at 
JD 1,275 million. The '95 budget, which was 
approved by the Cabinet and is to be submitted to 
Parliament on Saturday, maintained food subsidies at 
JD30 million and allocated the necessary funds to 
support the Awqaf in Jerusalem (Ad-Dustour). 

☆-ft- Three banks registered in Jordan have obtained 
approval from the central bank to open branches in 
the West Bank. These banks, which did not have 
branches there before 1967, are still awaiting the 
necessary approval from the Israeli authorities to 
start operating in Palestinian territories (Ad- 
Dustour). 

** Consumers will be facing higher prices and’ 
shortages of vegetables this year because of the 
September heat waves and scarcity of irrigation 
water. Farmers said marketing bottlenecks, unsteady 
agricultural policies, high costs of production and 
cash problems as well as heavy debts were also 
reasons behind the short supply of vegetables and 
their high prices (Ad-Dustour). 

The Jordan Hijaz Railway Corporation is con- 
ducting studies to build new railways and transfer die 
Jordan Hijaz railway to an antiquity and touristic 
attraction (Ad-Dustour). 

fr-ft- Floods have caused a tremendous loss to Ai 
Azraq Cooperative Society. About 40,000 tonnes of 
salt, worth JDS80,Q00, were washed away and 
damages to infrastructure and equipment brought the 
total damages to about JD 1,043,000 (Ad-Dustour). 

■ 

☆☆ Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Director- 
General Saad AJ Tal denied there was any govern- 
ment intention to raise fuel charges at this time. “We 
have absolutely no knowledge about this subject," he 
said (Ad-Dustour). 

■ 

☆☆ The price of aluminium is rising following higher 
international prices for the metal. Jordan aluminium 
company Aral is selling the tonne for JD2,760. The 
price of aluminium has risen by JD600 a tonne since 
May until last October. As a result, aluminium sold 
to consumers costs JD3S per metre. Prices are 
expected to continue rising gradually until February 


19^5 (Ad-Dustour) 

A The government has no intention to privatise 
the water distribution sector. What wilt be under, 
discussion is the privatisation of collection of charges, - 
laying down of water networks as well as their, 
maintenance. Consumers owe the Ministry of Water 1 
and Irrigation JD11 million. At present consumers'] 
ay 250 fils per cubic metre while the cost is 550 fils 
Sawt Al Shaab). 
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☆☆Production of gas from Al Risheh field has'.’ 
increased and the average daily output is now 55'. 
cubic metres. When production started in 1989, the, 
daily production volume averaged IS million cubic .f 
metres (Sawt Ai Shaab) 

☆☆ Agricultural ' Marketing Organisation (AMO)* '* 
Director General Salem Al Lawzi denied all reports-- ’ 
over Israeli rejection of Jordanian tomatoes for not' 
meeting technical or health specifications. He 
emphasised that up until now only five tonnes of". 
tomatoes were exported over the Jordan River! 
Bridge and it was neither rejected nor returned for. 
any of the reasons mentioned in newspaper. Dr.' 
Lawzi said AMO does not allow any agricultural- 
export except after physical checks to insure it meets ; 
importers' specifications- (AI Ra’i). 

☆☆ The communications sector is currently under a- 
comprehensive review and detailed restructuring. 
The trend is towards liberalising the sector and- 
branching it on commercial basis as a transitory. 
period on the road to full privatisation — post and-> 
communications minister (Sawt Al Shaab). 

☆☆ The association of truck- owners complained in a' 
memorandum to the Ministry of Transport that they 
are exploited by transport offices which try to hire: 
Syrian or other Arab trucks. The memorandum ‘j! 
pointed out that Jordanian trucks going to Gulf states - 
do not represent more than 10 per cent of all Arab 
trucks. The association recommended setting up a 
unified dispatching office which can control the' 
matter and enforce discipline. The memorandum 
also urged the government to reconsider the tariff' 
charges as they are unproportionate to operations' 
costs (Al Ra’ 


l 


☆☆ The 1995 budget for the govemorate of Tafileh 
is JD17 million, which will be spent mostly on 
opening and asphalting roads (Al Ra'i). 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for. leading world cun-encies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession'on.theTlbnddn Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 

U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.3746/56 

Canadian dollar 

. 1.5474/84 

Deutschemark5 

1.7344/54 

Dutch guilders 

1.3106/16 

Swiss francs 

31 .82/86 

Belgian francs 

5.3138/88 

French francs 

1600.0/1.0 

Italian lire 

97.94/04 

Japanese yen 

7.3575/75 

Swedish crowns 

6.7780/30 

Norwegian crowns 

6.0678/28 

Danish crowns 

SI .5748/58 


I $384.40/384.90 



Bahraini aluminium 
firm to raise output 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain's 
Gulf Aluminium Rolling Mill 
Co. (GARMCO) has said it 
is raising production capacity 
by around 80 per cent by the 
end of 1995 amid expectation 
of higher aluminium prices. 

General Manager John 
Paterson said the $60 million 
expansion would raise 
GARMCO's production to 
between 11,000 and 120,000 
tonnes a year from 65,000 
tonnes now. 

Mr. Paterson said a 
second-hand U.S. rolling mill 
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CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
_ RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia!) Barbeque for 
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Come and taste our 
specialities 
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Y 6 JO - Midnight 
Air Conditioned Hall 
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SZEEttWftN BARRENS 
EHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
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at Hawesville which GARM- 
CO bought from the U.S. 
firm Alumax in February 

1994 was being shipped to 
Bahrain. 

“GARMCO's $60 million 
expansion project... is prog- . 
ressing with the completion 
of the dismantling of the ^ 
Hawesville plant,” he told ; 
Reuters. 

The plant is due to arrive in ■ 
Bahrain in the first quarter of ^ 

1995 and will come on stream . 
before the end of 1995, he - 
said. 

a 

Mr. Peterson said GARM- ; 
CO had opened an alumi- - 
mom service centre in Singa- 1 
pore, a joint venture with a 
Singapore-based Perse Met- 
als Ltd. to sell aluminium 
products. 

He said the centre was* 
expected to sell between. 

6.000 and 10,000 tonnes of 
flat rolled products to local 
industries. 

Mr. Paterson said GARM- 
CO was proceeding with a 
joint venture to set up a coil 
coating fine in Bahrain. He 
gave no details but said the 
facility would have a produc- 
tion capacity to coat 30,000 
tonnes of aluminium and 

38.000 tonnes of steel. 
Bahrain -based GARMCO. 

is owned by Gulf Arab states, 
with Bahrain holding a 38 
per cent stake and Saudi Ara- 
bia's industrial giant Saudi 
Basic Industries 31 per cent. 
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RESTAURANT 
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Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
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Housing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noorf - 3:30 p.m. 
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Bilbao upset Parma as Real. Coruna advance; I Li breaks five records, bags 3 golds 
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Lazio , Leverkusen set sights on quarterfinals 


PARIS (AFP) — All three 
Spanish clubs on UEFA Cup 
duty, won their matches Tues- 
day^ — Athletic Bilbao and 
Deportivo Coruna scoring 
single goal home victories 
over Parma and Borussia 
Dortmund, and Real Madrid 
recovering after going behind 
in foe first half to snatch a 3-2 
win ..at Odense. 

Athletic Bilbao, who 
looked to be on their way out 
of t^je competition when they 
trailed English opponents 
Newcastle 3-0 in the second 
round, first leg. upset Italian 
league leaders Parma thanks 
to a Jose Angel Ziganda 
headed goal early in the 
secqnd-half. 

Uganda's near post header 
fro'm a Jon Andoni 
Goicoechia cros in the 48th 
minute was enough to ensure 
that the 1992/93 European 
Cup Winners’ Cup winners 
wil[ need at least two goals in 


the return if they are to reach 
the quarter-finals. 

The Basque club domin- 
ated the first half hour before 
Parma came back Into the 
match. Only confusion on the 
six-yard line prevented Par- 
ma opening the score in time 
added on in the firset half. 


wide with a 35 metres free 
kick and then Swiss striker 
Stephan e Chapuisat actually 
had the ball in the net before 
being ruled off-side. 

Real Madrid produced an 
exciting last-minute victory at 
Odense thanks to a Michael 
Laudrup goal in the dying 


UEFA CUP 


And after file break. Par- 
ma bad a goal disallowed 
after a foul by Portugal's 
Fernando Couto on Bilbao 
keeper Juan Valencia. 

Deportivo clinched their 
win when Bebetto cleverly 
controlled a badly-cleared 
ball by the Borussia defence 
and volleyed home after 22 
minutes. But the 22,000 spec- 
tators had to survive some 
worrying moments in the 
second half. First Mattheus 
Sammer was only narrowly 


seconds. 

Michel Schjoenberg put 
the Danes dear just before 
half-time, but they were stun- 
ned by two goals in three 
minutes midway through the 
second half. 

Hist Ivan Zamorano was 
on target and then Jose Ama- 
visca put Real 2-1 clear. 
Second-half substitute Jesper 
Hjorth looked to have sal- 
vaged a draw for Odense 
when he scored ten minutes < 
from time but Laudrup was 


to have the last word. 

Lazio, who crashed to 
Boavisia Porto in the second 
round last season, came away 
2-1 winners from Trabzons- 
por, Turkey. 

Roberto Raumbaudi's 60th 
minute goal, and Paolo Neg- 
ro's effort two minutes later 
should be enough for a 
quarter-final spot. Karaman 
Unal pulled one back for 
Trabzonspor. 

Bayer Leverkusen also 
look near-certainties for a 
place in the last eight after 
scoring a 4-1 victory at Po- 
land's GKS Katowice. Ulf 
Kirsten and Hans-Peter Leb- 
nhoff both scored 'twice for 
Leverkusen. 

Real Madrid added a 
second Spanish triumph in 
the competition when they 
came back after trailing to a 
half-time goal to bear Danish 
opponents Odense 3-2 away. 

Michel Schjoenberg put 


the home side clear just be- 
fore half-time, but the Danes 
were stunned by two goals in 
three minutes midway 
through the second-half. 

First Ivan Zamorano was 
on target and then Jose Ama- 
visca put Real 2-1 dear. 

Second-half substitute Jes- 
per Hjorth looked to have 
salavaged a draw for the 
home side when he scored 
ten minutes from time but 
Michael Laudrup scored a 
last-gasp winner for the Spa- 
niards m the dying seconds. 

The only sour note for 
Real was that they will be 
without Fernando Hierro, 
Quique Flores and Ivan 
.Zamorano for the return leg 
in two weeks time. All three 
were shown yellow cards. 

Odense also have a player 
suspended for the return in 
Madrid — Michael Hem- 
mingsen also earning a warn- 
ing. 


ISTANBUL (R) — Li Hon- 
gyun kept the Chinese teen- 
age women in command with 
victory in the 64 kilogramme 
class at the World Weightlift- 
ing Championships Tuesday. 


Eighteen-year-old Li, who 
won the world title in Mel- 
bourne last year, lifted 105 kg 
in the snatch and 130 in the 
jerk to total 235 and break 1 
five world records in teh pro- 
cess. 


Kuo Su-Fen of Taiwan 
came in second with 205 and 
Hungarian Eizsebet Mardus 
was third with 197.5. 

Li, who reportedly lifted 


an amazing 145 snatch and 
157.5 jerk in the Chinese 
Championships last year, said 
a neighbour told her to try 
the sport when she began 
beating up boys at primary 
school. 

She said she did eat the 
turtle blood sjoup made 
famous by -China’s women 
runners, but felt her success 
lay more in her five hours’ 
training daily. 

Li is tbe only experienced 
Chinese woman lifter to 
come to the championships, 
but China's young first-timers 
are ensuring their older com- 
patriots are not missed. 


Teenagers Yun Yanhong," 
Wang Cheng and Zou Feifc 
won the 46, 54 and 59 kjg ; 
•categories and China did not " 
enter the 50 kg. 

None of them had com-, r. 
pete’d in a big championship- ‘ 
before. 

China hold all the women’r. 
combioned weightlifting ‘ s 
world records but those who - 
won at the Asian Games in . 
Hiroshima last month de-> 
cided it was too soon to com-. : 
pete again in the worlds. 

Chinese team officials say 
the men will catch the rest of 
the world by the 1996 Olym-' - 
•tic Games in Atlanta, 


Blazers end Rockets’ winning streak 


FIA confirm Schumacher as world champion 


PARIS (AFP) — Michael 
Schumacher’s Formula 
One crown, won after a 
controversial final-race col- 
lision with Damon Hill, 
was confirmed Wednesday 
by "FIA. 

FIA made their 
announcement after the 
sport’s chiefs examined tbe 
Adelaide Grand Prix crash 
earlier this - month which 
put the German and En- 
glish drivers out of the 
race, giving Schumacher a 
one-ppint champion win. 

IHill, who had fallen out 
with Schumacher earlier in 
the season after the Ger- 
man branded him a second- 
class driver and a “little 


nian,” had refused to join a 
chorus of demands for an 
investigation. 

!He said he did not be- 
lieve the world champion 
had deliberately crashed 

■ i 



into him and he later re- 
ceived an apology from 
Sdiumacber for his . earlier 
criticisms. 

;FiA .added: “To avoid a 
future World Cham- 
pionship being decided by a 
collision, the FIA will study 
the possibility of empower- 


Germa Dry’s Michael Schumacher driving his Benettoii-Forti‘at the JaparieseGPeailierdiise month 
(AFP photo) 


HOUSTON (AP) — The 
Rockets’ 23-game November 
winning streak ended when 
Clyde Drexler returned to 
the Portland lineup and led 
the Trail Blazers to a 102-94 
victory Tuesday night. 

Drexler. who missed two 
games with a right ankle in- 
jury. scored 30 points. Cliff 
Robinson added 29 points for 
the Trail Blazers, who lost all 
four games to the Rockets 
last season. 

Houston, 9-1 this season, 
got 27 points from Hakeem 
Olajuwon and 20 from Ver- 
non Maxwell. The loss was 
the first for die Rockets in 
the month of November since 
a 108-99 setback to the Utah 
Jazz Nov. 28, 1992. 

Last season, the Rockets 
were 14-0 in November and 
won their first game in De- 
cember before experiencing 
defeat. 

On Tuesday night , the 
Trail Blazers outscored the 
Rockets 15-9 over the final 
5:21 as Houston's shooting 
went cold. Rockets coach 
Rudy Tomjanovich was 
ejected with 1:46 to play after 
screaming at referee Terry 
Durham. 


The streak is seven dating to 
last season. Atlanta won for 
just the third time in 10 
games. 

Philadelphia led 98-97 after 
Willie Burton hit a layup for 
the last of his 22 points with 
1:40 to play. Grant Long tied 
the score with a free throw 
with 1:17 left and Steve Smith 
gave the Hawks the lead for 
good with two free throws 
with 46 seconds to play after 
a Philadelphia turnover. 

Mookie Blaylock added 15 
points and 11 assists for 
Atlanta. Shawn Bradley had 
16 points and 10 rebounds for 
Philadelphia. 


road wins, committing 20 tur- 
novers. Two of those came ift 
the last two minutes, and the 
Warriors allowed the Hor- 
nets to open a small advan- 
tage that led to the victoxy. 

Alonzo Mourning led 
Charlotte with 21 points and 
12 rebounds. Larry Johnson 
had 19 points and Muggsy 
Bogues 13 points with 11 
assists. 

Latreir Sprewell finished 
with 30 points to lead Golden 
State. 


* Bulls 105, Clippers 93 


☆ Bucks 116, Celtics 94 


fr Cavaliers 112, Timber- 
wolves 79 


mg the stewards to allow 


the drivers involved to con 


tinue the race in spare 


or hold a run-off im 


mediately after the race 
That move could also 


have been promoted by the. 
infamous first-bend crash 


in 1990 between the late 


Ayrton Senna and retired 
Frenchman Alain Prast at 


the Japanese Grand Prix. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Flamboyant World Cup de- 
fender AJejti Lalas dreamed 
of playing pro football in his 
homeland — but he left the 
Urpted States to improve his 
skills in the rugged Italian 
league. 


Italy’s price is right for Lalas 


Now the defender's price 
may be more than the fledg- 
ling United States league can 
afford to bring home one of 


its World Cup stars. 

Major League Soccer, the 
U.S. league postponed until 
1996, plans to have a SI. 3 
million salary limit per team. 
Lalas said more money might 
be needed to attract the ta- 
lent to make MLS a success 
in the wake of the World 


IDEAL FOR EMBASSY STAFF 


Cup. 

“What would it take? 
That’s difficult,” he said. 
“Obviously I have to get 
paid. There are going to have 
to be concessions from MLS 
and the players. I have to 
make a living.” 

“I don’t know what the bell 
it’ll take. Put $1.25 dollars in 
my pocket and the others can 
split the rest.” . 


Lalas, 24, adores Italy and 
has adjusted to the rigors of 
the elite league. 

“My life has changed a 
whole lot since World Cup,” 
Lalas said. “The soccer here 
is incredible. I get to piay- in 
the best league in the world 
against the asst players. The 
team has made me feel weF* 
come here. I’m winging it, 
trying not to make any mis- 


takes and playing it cool.” 
“You can’t help but im- 
. prove. Every Sunday I mark 
one of the best players in the 
world. It’s a great experience 
for someone my age. I can 
see myself getting better, 
learning how to react and 
getting experience.” 

Lalas was named the U.S. 
college player of the year in 
1991. He played in the 1992 
Olympics despite a broken 
foot and his personality 
helped make world Cup 
come alive for U.S. fans. 


In Geveland, seven G eve- 
land players were in double 
figures, and the Cavaliers col- 
lected 37 points off turnovers 
while handing Minnesota its 
worst loss this season. 

Mark Price led Cleveland 
with 17 points, and Tony 
Campbell had- 16. .Bobby 
Phflis and Chris MiHs^spored 
15o§ach,, _ ...... 

The Timberwolves, losers 
in nine of their 10 games, got 
14 points, but only three re- 
bounds, from Christian 
Laettner, eight of Minnesota 
losses have been by double- 
figure margins. 

Donyell Marshall added 13 
points for visiting Minnesota, 
a 115-85 loser to Houston 
Nov. 5. 


In Hartford. Connecticut. 
Todd Day had 23 points and 
Vin Baker 20 as Milwaukee 
used a strong second half to 
end Boston's three-game 
winning streak. 

Baker, playing at the Hart- 
ford Gvic Centre for the first 
time since he attended the 
University of Hartford, 
scored 14 points in the second 
half: Glenn Robinson added 
17 points and Eric Murdoak, 
activated Monday after mis- 
sing seven games with an eye 
injury, came off the bench to 
score 15. 

Rick Fox, who missed the 
past two games with a hip 
injiuy, returned to the lineup 
and paced the Celtics with 16 
poins, all in the second half. 
Dino Radja added 15. Domi- 
nique Wilkins, who played 
with his right leg taped, up 
after straining his hamstring 
in the first.quarter, scored 14. 

Th'e ~B ucks ' trail c<3 49-46 at 
the half, but t outscorpd the 
Celtics 31-12 in teh first 9 
minutes of the third quarter. 

ft Hornets 102, Warriors 98 


In Los Angeles, Ron Har- 
per scored 21 points against 
his former teammates, and 
Chicago ran off 18 straight in 
a decsivie fourth-quarter ral- 
ly. 

The Clippers (0-10) re- 
mained the NBA’s only win- 
less team after squandering a 
fourth-quarter lead for the 
second straight game. They 
led by eight points in tbe 


third quarter and were ahead 
82-78 heading into the final 


12 minutes. 

Toni Kukoc’s layup tied 
the game at 82-82. His next 
basket began the Bulls’ 1S- 

B rint run, including five by 
arper, for 'a 100-85 lead 
with 3:25 to play. 

Scottie Pippen added 17 
points in 10 assists for the 
Bulls, who have a 10-game 
winning streak against the 
Gippers. Rookie Lamond 
Murray socred 16 points for 
Los Angeles. 

☆ Sopersonks 104, Nets 97 


ft Hawks 102, 76ers 99 

In Atlanta, Stacey Au- 
gmon scored 23 points, in- 
cluding a short jumper with 
11 seconds to play as Atlanta 
kept Philadelphia winless on 
the road. 

Tbe loss was the fourth in a 
row on the road for the 76ers. 


In Charlotte, North Caroli- 
na, Hersey Hawkins scored 
seven of his 18 points in a 
decisive fourth-quarter 
stretch, helping Charlotte 
hold off Golden State. 

The Warriors were trying 
to set a team record for con- 
secutive road victories at the 
start of the season. Charlotte 
tried to help by being whis- 
tled for four technical fouls 
— tyro in the fourth quarter 
for illegal defence and a third 
in that period on the bench. 

Golden State literally gave 
away its shot at five straight 


In, Tacoma* Washington, 
Gary Payton scored 26 points 
and made consecutive lay-ups 
duririg a late 6-0 Seattle run 
that put the Supersonics. 
ahead to stay. 

Shawn Kemp added 22 
points and pulled down 17 
rebounds for Seattle. He also 


sealed the victory by making i* 
two free throws with 23- 


seconds left. ? 

The Nets set a franchise' 
record by hitting 11 3-" 
pointers, including three 
apiece by Chris Morris and 
Kevin Edwards. 

Derrick Coleman scored 19 
points and pulled down 11 
rebounds for New Jersey, but 
Kenny Anderson scored only 
three points, and did not* 
make a basket until less than 
3 minutes remained. 


ONE LUXURIOUS SEMI-VILLA 




FOR RENT OR SALE 
NEAR U.S. EMBASSY — ABDOUN 

Oyer 600 square metres each — lour master bedrooms- 
iLDturious reception, dining - spacious kitchen — family TV 
rooms — guard/driver/maids/ laundry/first class French 
plumbing. • • 

Details contact owner directly 
Tel.: 816154 during working hours 


DUTY UNPAID CAR FOR SALE 


Buick Le Sabre, 1989 model, metallic grey colour. Full 
options, excellent condition. Price JD 5,500 


Please call Eiie Banayan 
Thursday Tel.: 641650 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. and 5-8 


Friday Tel. 661695**from 10 a.m.- 5 p. 


p.m. 


JFURN1SHED FIRST FLOOR FLAT 

FOR RENT 

Location: Abdoun 300m from Fifth Circle. 3 main bed- 
rooms, 2 Vfe bathrooms, one maid's room with bathroom, 
laundry room, washer-drier. Central A/C, tel., video, TV 
and satellite stn. Free hot and cold water. Can use garden 
for parties. 

Contact owner Tel. 818960 


CAR FOR SALE ( DUTY PAID ) 


Renault 21 GTX Model 1989 

Full options - very good condition 


please call 644498 ( 8:00 a.m - 1 :00 p.m ) 
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Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor AI Hussein 


The National Music Conse rv a to ry/ Noor Al Hmewgin Foundation 


r.: . 


presents 

World Renowned Oud Soloist 


MUNIR BASHIR 


f J**: 7: : yXjwrCSvT* • •■v- : , ; 

:> / • •• 


r assurance op aurienneny 
and rie iigiesT aualny 
Iranian cnaprstvanship 


m a 


Oud Recital of Meditations and Improvisations 


Sunday, 27 November 1 994 - S1X1 pjtl 
T he Royal Cultural Centre - Mam Theatre 




■; u-! <w.v. 


/ THE JORDAN DESIGN AND TRADE CENTRE 

Noor AI-Husseia Foundation 
Off the Wadi Saqra Road 
Between Safeway Je King Abdullah Gardens 
Open SaL - Thurs, 9:0® - 7i®0 p-m. Tel. <599141 / <599142 


/ 


■ *. e. 


The program includes classical Arab compositions as well as pfores 
composed by Munir Bashir and Omar Munir Bashir 


O - 
c 



nekat price: JD 5 


LIWA Vi 



Tickets available from: 

• Alahfla-Abela Superstore, taL 888481 

• Babteha, tel, 661 322 

• Freddy tor Music, tel. 692696 

• Music Box. 1st. 815745 

• Romero, tel. 644227 

• Royal Cultural Canter, tel. 661026 

• National Music Conservatory ISL687620 







SPAN MARKETING 


A Very Wfcfe 

Selection For 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF Auriol 

Chinese champion to auction gold medal 1 clinches 
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BFJJINQ (R) - Liu Don* Chins’s 1^00-metre worid 
champion runner, will auction her gold medal to raise 
money to pay for her training for the 1995 World 
niampiomhips and 1996 OlymficTThe 

3 g e °fy^ Sa |^ ^|‘? ne ? da y- The Chinese worid champion 
‘■dropped by China s supercoach Ma Junren after an 
argument, said she iwoutd sell the gold medal she won at the 
Stuttgart World Championships in 1993. Xinhua said 

Barkley not ready to play for Suns yet 

^ a K ,eS Barkle y* fil, aUy able to come 
off the injured list, will have to wait a little longer before 

rejoining the Phoenix Suns. The star forward has missed alt 
nine of his team s National Basketball Association games 
this season because of a pulled stomach muscle. On 
Tuesday, the Suns said Barkley will sit out the home 
contest against the Los Anegeles Clippers. “Charles is still 
reraoerating, and we 11 see him when tiMirhu ” 
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Work starts on Olympic venues 

ATLANTA (AFP) A groundbreaking ceremony for 
1996 Olypipic tennis, archery and cy cling venues was 
conducted here Tuesday, with the final products to provide 
competmon sites for more than 1,000 participants. Stone 
Mountain Park, scheduled to be complete in time for 
events next year, will feature a tennis stadium 
with 12,000 seats and 15 other courts with another 14,550 
seats. Temporary venues will be constructed for archery 
and cycling, including a 5,000-seat archery stadium and a 
6,000-seat velodrome with a 250-metre banked track. Both 
sites will be returned to their natural states after the 
Olympics. 

Sweden stick with Davis Cup heroes 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Sweden are sticking with their 
Davis Cup heroes for next month's final against Russia. 
Non-playing captain John- Anders Sjogren Tuesday named 
the same tmi who came back from 2-0 to beat the United 
States 3-2 in September's semifinals in Gothenburg. Stefan 
Edberg and Magnus Larsson are set for the singles with Jan' 
Ajgll and Jonas Bjorkman on doubles duty. The clash with 
the Russians will be in Moscow from December 2-4 with 
the hosts making their first ever appearance in a Davis Cup 
final. Russia, who beat Germany in the semifinals, will 
field a team comprising Yevgeny Kafelnikov, Alexander 
Volkov, Andrei Olhovskiy with Andrei Cherkasov as the 
reserve, ITAR-TASS news agency reported Tuesday. 

Dubai Desert Classic attracts world's top goffers 

DUBAI (AP) — The top three golfers in the Sony Worid 
rankings, Nick Price. Greg Norman and Bernhard LangeT 
will head the field for the ($675,000) Dubai Desert Golf 
Classic scheduled for January, it was announced here 
Tuesday. The Desert Oassic will herald the start of the 
1995 Volvo European professional Golf Association Tour 
and boa sts one of the best entry lists. 

Genoa sack coach Scoglio 

GENQA '(R) — Struggling Italian ff^rst Division team 
Ginda sacked coach Franco Scogljo and appointed Pippo 
Marchioro in his place, dub officials said Tuesday. 
Marchioro finds himself back in serie a just three weeks 
after he was sacked by First Division 'rivals Reggiana. 
Scoglio is the fourth serie A coach to lose his job this 
season. Besides Genoa and Reggiana, Napoli and Torino 
have also parted company with their coaches. 


world 

title 


CHESTER (AFP) — 
Frenchman Didier Auriol 
won the world drivers’ cham- 
pionship title Wednesday in 
extraordinary circumstances 
when chief rival Carlos Sainz 
crashed oo the final day of 
the RAC Rally-. 

Sainz, in his Subaru Imprc- 
za, looked set for the crown 
himself but 'left the road on a 
bend after 5km of the 24th 
special stage. 

He fell back into 14th spot 
and lost over half-an-hour on 
leader and teammate Colin 
McRae •• 

Sainz bad begun the final 
event of the championship 11 
points behind Auriol and was 
the only man who could stop 
him becoming the first 
Frenchman to take the title. 

That possibility became a 
probability after Auriol, pla- 
gued by a series of mechanic- 
al problems early on tn the 
event, felt back to 92nd 
place. 

He battled back to 
seventh, but Sainz was in the 
driving seat — especially - 
since team orders seemed 
sure to hand him victory — 
until his crash. 

Auriol 36. boasts 16 event 
wins since his debut in 1989 
‘and his world title ends a 
series of near-misses by 
■ French drivers. Auriol came 
third in. 1991, 1992 and 
1993, while Francois De- 
lecour came second last year. 

Meanwhile, McRae sped 
to victory in the RAC Rally 
to become the first Briton to 
win the event in 18 years. 

On a day of high drama 
and intrigue, the 26-year-old 
Scot sealed the elusive- home 
win after completing the 29th 
and last stage of the four-day 
event three minutes and 33 
seconds ahead of chasing 
Finn Jiiha Kankkunen. 

But Subaru's victory 
celebrations were dampened 
both by the failure of Spain's 
Carlos Sainz to snatch the 
world drivers’ crown from 
Toyota's Auriol and by an 
apparent attempt by McRae 
“fans” to obstruct the Spa- 

•* Vi * * - “ ■-« — ■ -»f|- 

mard s progress. 

McRae's stunning suefites 
— he led the event virtually 
from Sunday's start to 
Wednesday's finish — came 
IS years after Roger Gark 
last secured a home victory in 
1976. 


1st Division Basketball Championship . 

■ n 

Ahli manage 79-70 win over Orthodox! 


By Ateen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 Ahli 
Wednesday scored a 79-70 
win over all-time rivals A1 
Orthodox! in the first 
round final of the first divi- 
sion basketball cham- 
pionship. 

Although the title hol- 
ders' win did not come as a 
surprise as they entered the 
competition with a better 
lineup and all-round prepa- 
ration, the mere nine-point 
win made die quest for the 
title more interesting and 
gave a signal to A1 Ahli’s 
camp not to underestimate 
their opponents. 

Al Ahli took the first 
noticeable lead at 11-6. 
However a basket by Ziyad 
Nabulsi and a three-pointer 
by Jihad Saliba gave Al 
Orfbodoxi a 13-11 lead. 

The first half was quite 
slow, as scoring remained 
below average and both 
teams alternated the lead. 
Al Ahlfs three-point ex- 
pert Marwan Ma’touq sank 
in a basket to retake the 
lead at 16-13. 

, HUal Barakat then added 
■ six consecutive points while 
Naser Bushnaq and Mar- 
wan Saeedi scored for Al 
Ahli. 

Both teams drew again al 
23-23 and then again at 
32-32 asAI Ahli scored by 
Saeedi and Yousef 
Zaghoul. Al Orthodoxi re- 
gained the lead at 35-32 but 
Al Abb's star Bushnaq 
scored to end the first half 
37-35 for A1 Ahli. 

Al Ahli outscored their 
opponents 12-5 at the be- 
ginning of the second half 
as Ramez Hammoudeh se- 
cured defensive rebound- 
ing while Saeedi, Bushnaq 
*iid promising Zeid Alkhas 
scored and rebounded. 

Ma’touq gave Al AhU a 
55-43 lead before Al Ahli 
scored seven consecutive 
points, taking advantage of 
many turnovers to lead 62- 
43. 

Al Orthodoxi’s playm alt- 
er Jihad Saliba excelled in 
all aspects of the game and 
scored five three-pointers 
throughout the match. 

Saliba and- ©arafcat- 
almost carried the whole 
burden of scoring for their 
team, but Al Ahli managed 
to keep the lead through- 
out the second half. 

Saeedi, Zaghloul and 
Bushnaq scored for Al Ahli 
who led 71-60 and con- 



Utleliolders Al 


tinned to lead ending the 
match at 79-70. 

Al Orthodoxi , who last 
won the title m 1991, will 
have to win their match 
against Al Ahli in the 
second round to force a 
best-out-of- three round. 

Despite their loss, Al 
Orthodoxi’s younger lineup 
did not let down their fans 
as most onlookers had pre- 
dicted Al Ahli would win 
by a bigger margin on their 
way to retaining their third 
consecutive crown. 

Al Orthodoxi, who had 
an undisputed reign on the 
country's basketball scene 
from 1976-1989, had main- 
ly depended on the indi- 
vidual efforts of top play- 
ers, especially Murad Bara- 
kat. Therefore the team 
lost ground to their all-time 
rivals as Barakat lost form 
during the past three years 
and quit the team last year. 

Although Al Ahli’s camp 
have had the most consis- 
tent and serious training 
season, stars Marwan 
Ma'touq and Samir Murqus 
appeared well below their 
form and missed some ear- 
lier matches. However, 
Bushnaq along with an 
abundant lineup of youn- 
ger, energetic players like 
Marwan Al Sa'eedi, Walid 
Bad ran, , Mohammad and 
Tairaour Sbamali, Zeid 
Alkhas, and many others 
seem determined- to hold 
on to the championship. 

The titleholders were 
held under the 100-point 
mark only against Al 
Jazireh and Al Jalil. They 


are led by their Ukrainian 
coach Alexander Sasha 
who was mstrumnetal in 
altering their style that en- 
abled them to clinch the 
tide away from Al Ortho- 
dox! in 1990 and win it 
again in 1992 and 1993. 
Last year Al Ahli beat Al 
Orthodoxi 75-69 and 70-60 
to clinch the title. 

AJ Jazireh's plans for 
second place this season 
were upset by their 17- 
point loss to Al Orthodoxi. 
They will thus have to be 
content with the third place 
for the third consecutive 
year, unless they defeat Al 
Orthodoxi by over 17 
points in the second round! 

Al Jalil, a fourth place' 
finisher for the past two 


years, seem set to stay in 
their same position for 
another year after losing 
73-69 to Al-Jazireh. They 
might however take third 
place if they beat Al 
Jazireh with over four- 
points in the second round. 

As the top four teams are 
almost certain to retain 
their standings, the same 
cannot be said of the other 
three teams, whose ambi- 
tion seems to be limited to 
keeping their place among 
the prestigious group. 

In an effort to upgrade 
the standard of competi- 
tion, the Jordan Basketball 
Federation (JBF) last year 
promoted only one team 
from the second division 
instead of the usual two. 


making the number of com- . 
peting teams seven for the' " * 
first time. However, this*’ -f- 
year two teams will be rele- • r: * 1 
gated, and only one will be ■ “t* 
promoted reducing thet'*' : 
number to six as of next. 0 * 
season. 

This year, Homentmeh- 
became the first of the two”'- 1 ' 
teams, to be relegated after' 1 - 1 ’ 
failing to score the neces-; : ' w 
sary number of wins. 

Homentmen will have to*"" 
defeat Al Hussein with £' A 
score difference of over l4-*\j 
points and Al Watani witb~”- 
26 in order to avoid relega-"-' 1 
non. which is a difficult featf^'* 
to achieve. * 

Meanwhile Al Hussein'- 1 ’ 
pushed Al Watani to their 7 * 
brink of relegation after* . 
scoring a vital 79-76 win.''' 1 .* 

Al Watani, a figth-place--;-' 
finisher last year after their 1 - ^ 
win over Al Hussein in* Vi- 
double overtime last year;’;- 
had hoped to advance their 1 ’"'' 

standing after a good train 

ing programme with their — < 
new Iraqi coach Moham- b - \ 
mad Al Najjar, who was* { 
previously at Al Orthodox j 
xi. J 

The fact that the team^» ' 
now finds itself fighting focr ‘ { 
their place in the divisiop.r.- : ' j 
rather than achieve an adv-‘ i 
anced standing has uit i ^ { 
doubtedly upset the player* ' { 
and fans, especially after. .-, i 
their loss to Al Hussein. * u j 

A! Watani's only win wa$- } 
over Homentmen. They"*- } 
will have to repeat that'**-' [ 
result and overcome Al 1 * \ 
Hussein with over four-- ■■ 
points in the second rounds \ 
to avoid relegation. -'*9 ! 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A8 4 
? 6 

: A 7 6 4 

* A 10 9 8 7 
EAST 
4Q9 
% 10 

: Q J 10 6 3 2 
*Q 5 4 2 


WEST 

♦ J 10 7 2 
TQJ852 
: 9 

* J 63 


SOUTH 
#£653 
: A K 9 7 4 3 
: K 8 
4K 

The bidding: 

South Weal 

1 ’ Pass 

2 4 Pass 

3 NT P 


North East 

2 * Pass 

3 ■' Pass 

Pass 


DEVELOP THE RIGHT SUIT 

Opening lead: Two of 4 

The game of bridge presents 
many cased of ‘‘optical Huttons’ 1 
which occur at the table. For this 
variation on an old theme we would 
tike to thank Midwest Monitor re- 
porters Patty Eber and Mike 
Oechsler. 

Despite the two-over-one re- 
sponse, South's rebid of twn spades 
is still a reverse, showing extra val- 
ues. The bid is. just acceptable be- 
cause the singleton king is in 
partner's suit and. therefore, virtu- 
ally the equivalent of an ace. Once 

m 

North shmed a hand oriented to 
the minors. South did well to stay 
away from four hearts. 

West led a spade and we would 
wager that the majority of players 
would win and and go after hearts. 
That would guarantee the contract 


ji 


ii 


as long as hearts broke no worse^"} 
than 4-2 and the defender with . 
heart length does not have five_. 
spades. 

Those are pretty good odds, hul- 
as the cards lie the game is doomed^ 
to defeat. By the time declarer** 
learns of the 5-1 heart split, it is too 
late ic* recover. 

Actually, going after the club suit 
is an even bener beu The contract.* 
will make as long as neither defend^, 
er holds five spades and Q 
clubs- Win the. king of spades 1 to 1 
preserve the table's entries, over- 
take the king of clubs with the ace', 
and force out one of the missing dub 
honors. Get to dummy when yov ^ J 
regain the lead and drive out the 
remaining high dub, and you're 
home with two spade tricks, two 
hearts, two diamonds and three 
dubs. 
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Beaujolais Nouveau at Hotel Inter 

Continental Jordan 


i ' ^ 





THE FIRST French Calvet 
•Uhs of the year made 
tWr grand debut in Am- 
*nwi at 1 knot. Inter.Con- 
utttatal Jordan at the ele- 
8Mt BeauvokiK Nouveau. 

The celebration of the 
of this flavour-filled 
wme was launched at a 


cocktail reception in the 
Grand Ballroom, hosted by 
Bernard Bajolet, the 
ambassador of France, and 
Chawki Ayoub, general 
manager of Hotel Inter- 
continental Jordan. 

Mr. Ayoub described the 


event as another 
combining French cuisine 
and Jordanian hospitality. 

Beaujolais Nouveau, 
which will run at the hotel 
until Nov. 25, is sponsored 
by Royal Jordanian, 
Alahlia-Abda and Calvet. 


LEARN FRENCH OR PIANO 

Special modem French program 
grammar & conversational French for 
beginners .and higher levels. Adults or 
children, English or Arabic speakers. . ■ 
Private tutor, reasonable fees. 

Please call 645866. between 1 .30 - 2 p.m. 
or after 8 p.m. 

Also PIANO tutor available. 
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Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

The film which won 
seven Oscars 


SbowK 12:30. 3 JO. 6:15. 8:30. 10:45 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 | Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


Najlaa Fathi & 
Mahmoudi Hamideh in: 


Shows: I2JO. 3:30. 6 JO. 8J0. 10:30 


Tom Hanks ... in 



Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. K:J5. 1050 

CONCORD “2” 


Shorn: 3:!S. S \ 00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE ' 


Presents 

“Water is a Gift of Life” 

A family and children play pro- 
duced and directed by: 

Akram Abu I Ragheb 

Daily at 10 a.m. 

The Arabic- Movie 

Hie Immigrant 

Show 12:30. 3 JO. 6:15. 6 JO. 10:30 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 


■ Thursday. ..Thursday 

1.12.1994 

You have a date with Abu Awad at 
the opening of the new perform- 
ance of the comedy: 

A Punctured Bag 
(Qirbeh Makhzouqa) 

Ticket window Is open all day 


Tel.: 625155 


Nabrl & Hish arm's 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Presents: 

The political satire: 
Al Salun Ya SalaR;' 

Dally at 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday la .ft 
theatre’s holiday. . ' 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jewish sisters become first to move to Israel 

■TEL AVTV (AFP) — Two young sisters have become the 
-first Jordanian Jews to immigrate to Israel, the daily 
Haaretz said Wednesday. The two. both in their 20, 
crossed the King Hussein bridge on Oct. 26 the day Israel 
and'Jordan signed a historic peace deal and reported to the 
Israeli interior ministry. Under Israeli law any Jew is 
Automatically considered an Israeli citizen. The sisters said 
their Jewish mother had married a Muslim and they had 
moved to Jordan when they were children. 

Jordan-born doctor convicted of killing 

.LONDON (R) — A bloodstained garden shed, which a 
workman had been asked to destroy but instead sold to a 
neighbour, provided the evidence that helped convict a 
Jordanian-born doctor of murdering his wife on Wednes- 
day. Hassan Shatanawi. 46, who denied killing his wife 
Laura May. was sentenced to life imprisonment by a court 
in Newcastle, in northeast England. The prosecution said 
Dr. Shatanawi had rented an allotment near his home and 
erected a small garden shed. A week after his 36-year-old 
wife disappeared he paid a workman £10 to dismantle and 
destroy the shed. However, the workman sold it to a 
neighbour who alerted police when he found hairs and 
bloodstains inside. Tests showed the blood was Laura's 

May's. Her body was never found. 

■ 

Two return from dead in Gaza clashes 

■ 

"GAZA (R) — Two Palestinians listed as killed in Friday’s 
clashes between demonstrators and Palestinian police have 
turned up alive and well, reducing the toll to 12 dead.. 
Ibrahim Abu Jabal, from the Gaza City district of Rimal, 
said he had no idea why hospitals and the Jerusalem 
newspaper A1 Quds listed him on the death toll. “I was 
nowwhere near the clashes on Friday, I don't like to get 
caught up in politics," the 35-year-old car dealer told 
Reuters on Wednesday. “All my friends and relatives have 
been phoning to pay condolences." Another Gazan listed 
as dead, IS-year-old Mohammad Siyam from Shaati 
refugee camp, on Tuesday attended a rally in the Islamic 
university to commemorate those killed on Friday, witnes- 
ses said. A lecturer there jokingly told him to go and collect 
the compensation the Palestinian Authority has said it is 
offering to those killed. Reuters reporters have confirmed 
12 deaths by attending their funerals or wakes at their 
homes. 

■ 

U.S. troops leaving Kuwait by mid-December 

.CAMP DOHA, Kuwait (R) — U.S. troops, rushed to 
Kuwait after Iraq’s October border buildup, will complete 
their pullout by mid-December, a senior U.S. official said 
on Wednesday. "Having done the job they were asked to 
do ... I think they can expect to be home by mid- 
■December," visiting U.S. Army Secretary Togo West told 
reporters. 

Troubles continue for former hostage 

BOSTON (AP) — Frank Reed, a former hostage in 
Lebanon who received a hero's welcome upon his 1990 
release, is undergoing psychiatric tests after allegedly 
assaulting his estranged wife. Mr. Reed, 61, has been at a 
Boston medical centre since Nov. 14, when he pleaded 
innocent to assault in suburban Malden. He was released 
on his own recognisance in order to enter the hospital. "It's 
sad. I definitely think he's having severe emotional 
problems." said Malden police chief Neil Buckley. Mr. 
Reed was directed of elementary education at Beirut's 
International College when he was abducted in 1986. He 
was freed after more than V/i years. Since his release, he 
has lectured about his experiences in captivity but has not 
held a full-time job. 

1,000 couples married en masse in Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — One thousand impoverished couples 
were married in Tehran Wednesday in a mass ceremony 
sponsored by a state-owned charity, Tehran Radio re- 
ported. The broadcast said the weddings marked the birth 
anniversary of Fatima, daughter of the Prophet Moham- 
mad. In a speech at the ceremony, Iran's spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei urged the newlyweds to be kind 
and cooperative towards one another. The ceremony was 
paid for by the Imam Khomeini Charity, which cares for 
the poor. The radio said 5,000 couples were married in 
mass ceremonies nationwide to mark the anniversary. 

Iran protests Iraqi flag on its soil 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has lodged a protest with the 
United Nations after Iraq raised its flag on Iranian soil, the 
official news agency IRNA said Wednesday. The head of 
the Iranian U.N. mission in New York, Kamal Kharazi, 
charged that a photo of Iraqi President Saddam Hnssein 
had also been erected some 500 metres inside Iranian 
territory at the Khosravi border region in western Iran. 
Iran dismantled the flag and the picture after Iraq failed to 
do so despite repeated warnings, he said in a letter to U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros Ghali. The Iranian Foreign 
Minispy had protested "the measure four times as a 
violation of Iran's territorial integrity" and demanded the 
"immediate dismantling of the flag and the picture. 

36 arrested in Iranian gambling dens 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Police raided several illegal gambling 
houses in northwestern Iran arresting 36 people. Ham- 
shah ri newspaper reported Wednesday. Most of those 
arrested were caught in villages in the province of Ardebii. 
Iran banned all forms of gambling after the 1979 Islamic 
revolution and closed the casinos built by the pro-western 
shah. But illegal gambling is rampant here and betting on 
horses is tolerated in Gonbad-e-Kavus. a Turkmen- 
populated region in northeastern Iran. 

Militants kill 3 Egyptian policemen 

CAIRO (AFP) — Suspected Muslim militants shot dead 
three policemen and wounded a passer-by in southern 
Egypt on Wednesday, the official news agency MENA 
reported. The assailants opened fire on a police car, killing 
die three, and wounded a Coptic Christian civilian in the 
town of Manfalut, 350 kilometres south of Cairo in the 
Asiut region. It was the first attack in the region for five 
ihonths after police drove rhe Muslim militant group A1 
Gamaa A1 Islam i yah out of its former stronghold. 

'Shots’ continue despite Afghan rocketing 

KABUL (AP) — Doctors have pressed ahead with a 
vaccination programme and immunised more than 40,000 
children ana their mothers this week despite ongoing 
fighting in the Afghan capital, officials said. The United 
Nations sought a one-week truce so the vaccination 
programmes could be carried out, but rival factions battling 
for control of Cabul have continued to exchange rockets. 
Five people were killed and 20 were wounded Tuesday 
night when rockets landed in civilian neighbourhoods in the 
northwest part of the city. Doctors and nurses are 
attempting to vaccinate children against measles and polio 
and their mothers against tentanus. Children are also given 
vitamins as supplements. "We have had no problems in the 
course of the vaccination programme and we have been 
well received by the people," said Dr. Ismatuilah Arab, 
head of the vaccination programme for the Ministry of 
Public Health. “It will continue as planned until the end of 
the week.” 


Fateh 


(PLO), stage a rally in 
Jericho on Wednesday in 
support of PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat. 
Hundreds of Palestinians 
from the West Bank 
were bussed to the self- 
rule enclave of Jericho 
for the rally, which fol- 
lowed a bloody clash be- 
tween Palestinian police 
and Hamas activists in 
Gaza last Friday (see 
page one (AFP photo) 



Russia urges Iraq to release 1 3 killed in Algeria 

Kuwaitis for end to blockade as P arties ur ^ e 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
Iraq must resolve die issue of 
the Kuwaiti prisoners of war 
(PoWs) before the United 
Nations considers lifting 
sanctions on Baghdad, a 
senior Russian official said 
here Wednesday. 

Deputy Prime Minister tiles 
Da\ydu\ N<ml Ru>m;i would work 
to secure the release of hun- 
dreds of POWs who Kuwait 
claims were taken by Iraqi 
forces during the August 
1990-February 1991 occupa- 
tion of the emirate. 

“We discussed Iraq during 
our talks with Gulf leaders," 
said Davydov, who was 
accompanying Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Chernomyrdin on 
a tour of the region. 

“We stressed to them that 
Iraq must return all Kuwaiti 
PoWs and implement other 
United Nations resolutions if 
it wgnts. tfre sanctions to be 
lifted ,” he told reporters in 
the United Arab Emirates 
capital. 

Russia played a leading 
role in securing Iraq's recog- 
nition of Kuwait on Nov. 10, 
a key U.N. condition for 
ending the crippling embargo 
imposed on Baghdad just af- 
ter its forces stormed Kuwait 
more than four years ago. 

The United Nations and 
Kuwait have welcomed the 
Iraqi move but said it was not 
enough. 

“Russia is doing its best to 
resolve the PoWs issue and 
we think Iraq is moving in the 
direction towards the remov- 
al of the sanctions, 1 ' the Rus- 
sian deputy premier said. 

In reference to Iraq's de- 
nial that it was holding any 
Kuwaiti prisoners, he said: 
“It should prove this. It 
should permit the Red Ctoss 


and other groups to visit its 
prisons and other detention 
centres.” 

Mr. Davydov declined to 
say how Moscow would 
mediate, but Russian Foreign 
Minister Andre Kozyrev was 
at the centre of contacts with 
the Iracji leadership before its 
recognition of Kuwait. 

After visits to Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia, Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin was to wind up his 
Gulf tour in Oman. 

The Kuwaiti parliament on 
Tuesday welcomed Iraq's 
recognition of the country’s 
sovereignty and called bn 
Baghdad to comply with all 
U.N. demands. 

The official agency’ KUNA 
said that a plenary session of 
the Kuwaiti parliament "wel- 
comes the recognition by Iraq 
of the sovereignty and" bor- 
ders of Kuwait and stresses 
the need for Baghdad to meet 
all the ' resolutions of the 
U.N. Security Council relat- 
ing to tiie Gulf war.” 

On Saturday the parlia- 
ment received the official 
documents setting out Bagh- 
dad's formal recognition of 
its neighbour on Nov. 10. 

The documents had been 
sent to the Security Council - four 

dins atter the announcement. 

■ 

Although the Security 
Council hailed Iraq's “step in 
the ‘right direction," it re- 
newed sanctions imposed on 
Iraq when it invaded Kuwait 
in August 1990, an occupa- 
tion that ended in February 
1991 ai the bands of a U.S.- 
led force. 

Kuwaiti Education Minis- 
ter Ahmad Rabai meanwhile 
reported that “Iraqi school 
textbooks now mention 
Kuwait as a state and not as 
an Iraqi province.” 


He told reporters that in 
textbooks used this year in 
several Iraqi schools “the 
name of the state of Kuwait 
was readded to the list of 
Arab states and the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries.” 

“This a step in the right 
direction, but still insuffi- 
cient,” the minister added, 
demanding that Iraqi tex- 
tbooks should also include a 
map of Kuwait with its bor- 
ders set by the United Na- 
tions in May 1993. 

He said he did not have 
copies of textbooks for all 
grades, but the ones he had 
showed Kuwait on the maps 
they contained. 

Mr. Rubei did not know if 
the books, which bear a 1994 
publication date, were 
already being taught in 
schools. 

Iraq's moves to recognise 
Kuwait Began only about a 
month ago, a very short time 
in terms of normal book- 
publication schedules. That 
implied the books may have 
been drafted earlier, then re- 
vised at the last minute, just 
before going to the presses. 
“The have cancelled every- 
thing that has to do with 
province 19 ... but they are 
still talking about the mother 
of all battles,” Mr. Rubei 
said, referring to Iraq’s name 
for the Gulf war. 

Kuwaitis were not very im- 
pressed with the Russian- 
mediated recognition that 
was made formal by the Iraqi 
National Assembly and Re- 
volutionary Command Coun- 
cil on Nov. 10. 

Kuwaitis believe that the 
Iraqis’ claims to the emirate 
are embedded in their culture 
and psyche. 


Experts suggest multi- pronged 
approach to shortage of water 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Reducing water 
losses, substituting for fresh 
water, reducing water de- 
mand, reallocating supplies 
and raising the productivity 
of rain fed agriculture were 
the main recommendations 
that experts suggested 
Wednesday to address the 
chronic shortage of water in 
the Middle East. 

“There is not a general 
strategy or model to solve the 
specific water scarcity prob- 
lems of a country or region,” 
said the list of conclusions 
and recommendations of a 
three-day seminar. “Every 
country has to develop its 
own strategy.” 

The document, read out by 
Professor Peter Wolff of the 
University of Kassel in Ger- 
many at the concluding ses- 
sion of the seminar entitled 
“Optimisation of Water in 
Agriculture," highlighted 
rhat population and develop- 
ment have overwhelmed 
“traditional agricultural wa- 
ter management practices, 
making new management 
approaches and strategies 
necessary.” 

Among the management 
practices suggested by ex- 
perts from eight Arab coun- 
tries, Germany, France, Ita- 
ly, Spain. Turkey, the United 
States and Britain were also 
adoption of modem irriga- 
tion technology, ensuring 
that cost of water becomes an 
important factor in the 
monetary return from a crop 


. — raising water tariffs — 
privatisation of part of the 
water delivery system, raising 
awareness and offering prop- 
er training in modem irriga- 
tion technology, on-farm re- 
search and setting up of agen- 
cies dedicated to manage- 
ment of irrigation water. 

The seminar, organised by 
the French embassy in coop- 
eration with the European 
Union, the University of Jor- 
dan and the Jordan Valley 
Authority, also recom- 
mended the use of treated 
waste water in agriculture af- 
ter ascertaining the socio- 
economic and environmental 
aspects of such a usage. 

Attention also should be 
given to ensuring that re-use 
of water does not lead to 
eroding the quality of the 
soil, said the experts at the 
concluding session, chaired 
by Water and Irrigation 
Ministry Secretary-General 
Mobamamd Bani Hani. 

As the recommendations 
show, the focus of the meet- 
ing was a general assessment 
of the water situation in the 
Middle East and how the 
region's farmers could make 
optimum use of water, which 
international studies have 
found to be far short of the 
actual needs of the region 
regardless of political agree- 
ments. 

Among the topics reviewed 
at the seminar were irrigation 
methods and techniques pre- 
sently used in the region as 


well as proposed means to 
raise efficient use of agricul- 
ture water, land and water 
policies, water resources de- 
velopment in Syria, irrigation 
management, vegetable pro- 
duction and irrigation in Tur- 
key, Sudan’s experience in 
horticultural crops, impro- 
ving water resources, fossil 
water resources, use of tre- 
ated water for irrigation, and 
water conservation methods. 

In concluding remarks, de- 
legates emphasised the need 
to impart the findings and 
recommendations of. the 
event to formers throughout 
the region since the very 
objective of the seminar was 
to come up with practical 
solutions that the agricultural 
community could adopt to 
cope with the shortage of 
.water. 

Jean- Pierre Pierard, eco- 
nomic counsellor at the de- 
legation of the European 
Commission in Amman, 
noted that the European Un- 
ion had contributed over 
SI 00 million to improving the 
Kingdom’s water sector and 
reaffirmed that the EU stood 
ready to extend further help. 

"The EU hopes and it is 
sure that it is going to con- 
tinue cooperating with Jor- 
dan and other countries in 
the region” as it has done so 
for, he said. 

The participants in the 
meeting will take a field trip 
to the Jordan Valley on 
Thursday for a firsthand look 
at the water situation- in tire 
area. 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Secur- 
ity forces killed 1 3 guerrillas 
when they raided their hide- 
out in a forest outside 
Algiers, the Algerian official 
news agency APs said on 
Wednesday. 

The 13 men were killed in 
Boudjabroun near the west- 
ern coastal town of Tipaza. 
some 60 kilometres trom 
Algiers. APs reported, quot- 
ing security officials. 

Troops destroyed the guer- 
rilla base, where they found 
two home-made bombs and 
equipment to make shotgun 
cartridges, the officials 
added. 

Four other guerrillas were 
killed between last Sunday 
and Tuesday in swoops in 
four regions, security officials 
were reported as saving on 
Tuesday. 

Security forces also des- 
troyed three guerrilla hide- 
outs on Khelouda mountain 
near Medea, a Muslim fun- 
damentalist stronghold south 
of Algiers, where they found 
14 shotguns, they said. 

More than 61) rebels were 
officially reported killed in 
the past week in clashes and 


raids. 

At least III .(KM people 
have been killed in Algeria 
since the army-backed au- 
thorities scrapped general 
elections in January 1992 in 
which Islamists had taken a 
commanding lead. Western 
experts put the death toll at 
up to S21MHKJ. 

Senior Algerian opposition 
leaders, speaking on Tuesday 
at the end of a two-day 
gathering in Rome, urged an 
end to the bloodshed. 

Delegates issued a state- 
ment saying that the forum 
mediated by a Roman Catho- 
lic group "should be followed 
by others” leading to "real 
negotiations" to end the poli- 
tical violence in Algeria. 

The mcetinsi was, attended 
by members of the Socialist 
Forces Front (FFS). the Isla- 
mic Nahda Party, the Nation- 
al Liberation Front (FLN) 
and three leaders of the ban- 
ned fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS). 

The group heard FFS Pres- 
ident Hocine Air Ahmad call 
for the "creation of a national 
sovereign commission" to 
oversee electoral procedures. 


Fateh stages rally in Jericho 


(Continued from page 1) 

was to blame for much of the 
violence in the Strip. 

Donor countries are to 
meet in Brussels on Nov. 29 
and 30. 

Mr. Arafat meanwhile cal- 
led for elections to be held as 
soon as possible, saying the 
Palestinian Authority was 
committed to democracy and 
a multi-party system. 

“It must be clear to every- 
one that we are in favour of 
democracy and pluralism and 
we insist on the need to hold 
elections as early as possi- 
ble ,” he told journalists. 

Fateh on Wednesday ac- 
cused Hamas of blocking an 
accord between the two 
groups because of its “nega- 
tive attitude.” 

A Hamas leader, Amad 
FaJIuji, said his group was 
“not planning to take part in 
political elections” which 
form part of the autonomy 
accords. 

“But on the other hand we 
are ready to take part in any 
poll about daily life,” he 
added. 

He said the Islamic mili- 
tants “respect the Palestinian 
Authority" and were not 
looking for an open con- 
frontation despite their total 
disagreement with its politic- 
al line. 

The homes of three Hamas 
members who kidnapped and 
killed an Israeli soldier last 
month are to be tom down, 
the Israeli supreme court 
ordered on Wednesday. 

The court rejected pleas by 
their families to block the 
move by the Israeli army 
saying there was no “reason 
to interfere with the decisions 


of the military authorities." 

The three kidnapped 19- 
year-old Corporal Nachshon 
Waksman on Oct. 9 and held 
in a house in Bir Nabala 
north of Jerusalem. 

They killed him five days 
later just before Israeli com- 
mandos stormed the house 
and shot them dead, despite a 
24-hour extension in a dead- 
line for the release of Hamas 
prisoners. The army has since 
sealed the house. 

The families maintained 
the kidnappers had no inten- 
tion of killing their, hostage 
and that he died in the battle 
with the soldiers. 

On Monday, the supreme 
court gave the army permis- 
sion to destroy the house of a 
Palestinian suicide bomber 
who blew up a bus in Tel 
Aviv on Oct. 19 killing 22 
Israelis. 

The House in the West 
Bank town of Qalqilyah was 

dynamited later the same 
day. 

_ Gunmen firing assault 
rifles wounded a Palestinian 
secret policeman in a drive- 
by shooting near his home in 
Gaza City late Tuesday. 

Police intelligence Captain 
Jamal Abu Toha, 35, was 
wounded in the chest as he 
got out of his car. Capt. Abu 
Toha returned fire, but the" 
gunmen escaped, Palestinian 
sources said, he was in fair 
condition. 

Capt. Abu Toha is a for- 
mer member of the guerrilla 
wing of the militant Hamas. 

Palestinians said Capt. 
Abu Toha, despite joining 
the secret police, had mairf 
tamed good relations with 
Hamas and it was unlikelv 

the group was taking Tl 
venge. 


Panels to follow up peace treaty 

(Continued from page I) measures related to public 

safety, marine pollution, res- 
ume operations and maritime 
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Defence rests % 
in ‘Hollywood £ 

madam* trial J 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Tb£ 
defence in the Heidi Flefes 
trial concluded its case Tue*.' 
day after calling the 
undercover police office^ 
who posed as Japane$t_ 
businessmen to catch tS^ 
alleged “Hollywood, 
madam.” During closing 
arguments, scheduled «#•- 
next Monday. Ms. Ffea&V 
attorneys will try to convince - 
the jury their client was rife' 
victim of police entrapment 
Ms. Fleiss was arrested ». 
June last year after allege#* 
sending four women to t 
posh Beverly Hills hotel: m- 
have sex with the officers fear 
$1 .500 each. Defence atfo£ 
ney Donald Marks said tk 
was confident the entrapment 
defence would prevail. “We" 
feel we presented our case" 
and that the burden was and 
is on the prosecution he 
said outside court. Ms. Flers* 
who prosecutors say ran .§* 
high-priced prostitution ris% 
catering to the rich ami 
famous, had pleaded not gu$ 
ty to four charges of pawfef^ 
ing — recruiting women to txT j 
prostitutes — and one cofctf * 
of cocaine possession. M. 
28- Year-old daughter of-s 
wealthy Beverly Hills doctisf 
Ms. Fleiss faces up to U 
years in prison if convicted 06. 
all counts. 

Prince Charles :t 
fights for 
plain English 

LONDON (R) — Priai 
Charles drivelled incomprei 
hensibly to back a campaign 
for more plain English 
less bureaucratic nonsense. 
The heir to the British . 
throne, an eager fan of more 
basic teaching in school 
wrote a foreword to A .&(£_. 
cade Of Jargon And Gtits 
blcdygook, a book by (be" 
plain English campaign hig&-; 
lighting the worst example* 
of officialese over the past, 
decade. Prince Charles , 
tend into the spirit with « 
verbose contribution that 
took forever to say he backed 
the campaign. “Due to a. 
frequent regrettable inability . 
to prevent my presence hi 
other locations, I find that j 
must convey to you my goodb 
will in a correspondence fee* 
mat,” he wrote. “It was when 
I was still a juvenile fatiS? , 
constitutional figureh&qj 
substitute that I first becajpe, 
sensitised by my mother 
tongue abuse awareness. 
“How many of us, I wonder, 
when faced with pretentious 
gobbledygook and empty jip 
gon, experience a kick start 
into despair mode? My-fceh- 
mgs towards all of you arejj 
attitudinally, those of enor- 
mous encouragement.” _ * 

Berlin wants 
to seal Hitler 
bunker forever V 

BERLIN (R) — Berlin 0# 
officials, fearing the rcmahti 
of Adolf Hitler's bunker 
could become a neo-Nazi 
shrine if opened to the pub- 
lie. recommended Tucida? 
the chambers be sealed fore- 
ver. The city’s Culture 
try, which has been studying, 
the issue for two years, stud 
opening the underground - 
chambers near the Branden- 
burg Gate would not lead to 
any better understanding ojf 
the Nazi period. The remand 
of the bunker, which Sovicjj& 
troops destroyed when they^ 
conquered Berlin in May 
1945. have been buried since 
the end of the war. Part of 
the complex was located 
under the no-man*s land 
along the Berlin "Wall. "Turn- . 
ing the remains of the former 
Chancellory and the bunker 
complex into historical 
monuments would give tberi 
unmerited significance/’ said 
Rainer Klein ke. spokesman 
for Berlin's Culture Ministry. 
“The remnants arc too mod- 
est to merit protecting the 
area.” he added. “Studying 
the remains to draw conclu- 
sions about the Nazi period 
would only be made more 
difficult if they were opened 
to the public." 

Briton jailed over 
fake travellers 
cheques 

CALAIS, France (AFP) — 

A Briton was jailed Tuesday 
for trying to draw money in 
France with counterfeit - 
travellers’ cheques, judicial - 
officials said. James Rea. 
from Birmingham, was given 
*.±- month sentence, with 
mgfct months suspended, by 





seized red handed trying to 
mange £100 in fake cheques. 








